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Nigel Mansell will race a touring 


The TOCA shoot-out is an 


Mansell takes TOCA challenge 


car in the TOCA shoot-out at 
Donington Park on October 31. 

It will be the reigning World 
Champion’s first race in Britain 
since his dominant win in last 
year’s British Grand Prix at 
Silverstone. 

Mansell’s presence will 
guarantee a huge crowd for 
Donington. Spokesman Robert 
Fearnall was delighted to have 
pulled off the deal. At last 
weekend’s British Touring Car 
race at the Derbyshire circuit he 
said: ‘We approached Mansell a 
fortnight ago. We put up the 
offer and he accepted it. 

‘Mansell’s agreement to race in 
this event is a major coup for 
both Donington and British 
touring cars. His only stipulation 
is to have a car in which he can 
win the race — this is no 
demonstration.’ 

Donington owner Tom 
Wheatcroft said: ‘I didn’t know 
anything about it until I heard 
about it here this morning. It’s 
nice for England and the sport.’ 

Negotiations are currently 
under way for Mansell to drive a 
Ford Mondeo, which is proving 
the car to beat in the latter 
stages of this year’s 
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The crowd in Mid-Ohio remind Mansell of afew home truths. Photo: Steve Swope 


championship. Ford motorsport 
director Colin Dobinson said: 
‘We would be delighted for 
Nigel to drive the Mondeo at 
Donington, when they have 
pulled together the final details.’ 
Mansell has close links with 
Ford. His Newman-Haas Lola is 
powered by a Ford XB engine. 
Mondeo engineer and racer 
Andy Rouse will stand down so 
Mansell can drive his car ‘Blue 
5’. Mansell traditionally races 
under the number ‘Red 5’. 


=o 


invitation event which features 
leading competitors from the 
British Touring Car 
Championship. The last past the 
finish line each lap is black- 
flagged until only four cars 
remain. They then battle for the 
overall win. 

The BICC front-runners are 
excited about the prospect of 
taking on the World Champion. 

Championship contender Steve 
Soper said: ‘I wonder if Nigel 
will be as impressed at beating 
Steve Soper as Steve Soper will 
be at beating him! BMW was not 
planning to do the TOCA Shoot- 
out, but Mansell’s involvement 
might change all this.’ 

Renault driver Tim Harvey 
said: ‘He’s a very versatile driver, 
but Id like to see him in a 
Renault.’ 

But 1991 BTCC champion Will 
Hoy added a note of caution. 
‘The transition to touring cars 
can be difficult,’ he warned. 

Mansell has limited tin-top 
experience. He raced in the 
BMW county challenge for old- 
style BMW 323is in the late 
1970s and also competed in the 
odd rallysprint event at 
Donington in the mid 1980s. 


They are out to get me claims Mansell after clash with Tracy 


Nigel Mansell went on the 
offensive on Sunday night in 
Mid-Ohio after a collision with 
Penske driver Paul Tracy cost 
him the chance to seal the 
Indycar title. He finished 12th. 

Mansell claimed that fellow 
four-time ’93 IndyCar racewinner 
Tracy had tried to take him out 
at the first turn to help team 
mate Emerson Fittipaldi beat 
Mansell to the Indycar title. 

Mansell started from pole 
position, but collided with Tracy 
as they battled for the lead into 
Turn One, a fast right-hander. 
He bent a steering arm in the 
collision. 
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‘It was very unprofessional, 
said Mansell. ‘I mean, what can 
you say? He chopped right 
across me and took me out. And 
I hope he didn’t do it on 
purpose.’ 

Tracy said that he had taken 
the outside line in practice and 
simply repeated it at the start. 
He left the track after crashing 
early in the race and was 
unavailable to respond to 
Mansell’s suggestion, but Mid- 
Ohio winner Fittipaldi said he 
was surprised Mansell would 
make such an inference. 

Fittipaldi insisted there was no 
ill intent. 


‘Paul was not doing anything 
intentionally to upset Nigel, he 
said. ‘There's no way that Paul 
would do anything like that. I 
know that (team owner) Roger 
Penske tells him to never get 
involved in anything like that. 

‘Paul was just trying to take 
the lead,’ added Fittipaldi. ‘He is 
a racing driver and of course he 
wanted to win the race just like 
any of us. 

‘And you know, to try to take 
someone out from the outside is 
the wrong position. There is 
more chance of the guy on the 
outside spinning if he tries to do 
anything wrong.’ 


' 
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Fittipaldi loops the 
loop at 190mph — 
and finishes eighth 


Christian Fittipaldi scared himself 
and most of the Monza pitlane 
last Sunday when he looped the 
loop at 190mph. 

Fittipaldi ran over the right 
rear wheel of team mate Pierluigi 
Martini’s Minardi as they 
disputed seventh place on the 
last lap of the Italian Grand Prix. 

Fittipaldi did a complete aerial 
loop before crashing to earth, 
thankfully the right way up. The 
car then skidded across the 
finishing line on three wheels. 

‘I was going like hell to catch 
Pierluigi,’ explained Christian. 
‘And about 200m from the finish 
we hit. It was a misjudgement. 
Maybe it was both of us, maybe 
it was me, maybe it was him. 

‘I kept my eyes open all the 
time and it seemed like I was in 
the air for an hour. People will 
think ['m crazy but when I was 
upside down I was thinking 
about a rollercoaster ride I once 
had in America just like that. 

‘T just kept thinking — praying 
maybe — I want this car to land 
on its wheels. I didn’t want to 
close my eyes because I was 
afraid I would never open them 
again.’ 

Photo: FOCA TV/Reuters 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
| Hill steals 
waa Prost’s 
eae thunder 
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- Alain Prost came within five laps 
of winning his fourth World 
Championship at Monza on 
Sunday. He was leading the race 
when his engine blew up. 

‘We had no warning of it at 
all on the computers in the pits,’ 
said a Renault Sport spokesman. 
Racewinner Damon Hill and 
comeeanente? Ayrton Senna can still win the 
—_— World Championship, but 

Michael Schumacher is now out 
of the picture following his 
engine failure at Monza. 

Of the top four in the 
championship, only Hill scored 
at Monza, moving himself into 
second place ahead of Senna in 
the points standings. 

Prost badly wanted to wrap 
up the title in Italy, to take the 
pressure off himself before he 
went on holiday, but he can at 
least relax, safe in the 
knowledge that Senna can only 
win the title in the unlikely 
event that he wins all three 
remaining races with Alain, 
failing to add more than a point. 

Hill can still win, but after 
scoring three consecutive Grand 
Prix victories, he still does not 
have a contract for 1994 and 
Frank Williams is refusing to sign 
anyone until this year’s title race 
is settled. 

Sources maintain that Williams 
is in deep negotiation with 
Senna, although many of the 
team’s engineers are keen to 
keep the status quo. 

Tobacco giant Rothmans, 
which will take over as title 
sponsor of the Williams team 
next year, is believed to want 
the two best drivers. 

Prost would prefer to have 
Hill as his team mate next year 
and some sources suggest that if 
Williams was to sign Senna, 
Prost may announce his 
retirement. If by that stage he 
has clinched the title, it would 
be the second year in succession 
that a reigning World Champion 
quits the team, following Nigel 
Mansell’s departure last year. 

The ‘Slow Temp’ sign shown 
to Damon as he closed on Prost 
at Monza was supposed to be 
about temperatures, but we 
believe it was to remind Damon 
that the Williams drivers have an 
agreement to hold station in the 
last 10 laps. 

To kill off any outside hopes 
Hill may have of the title, Prost 
needs.to score seven points 
from the last three races, 
assuming Damon wins them all. 
Photo: AP 
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___ Ecclestone has been 
campaigning for it for some 
years and, having finally forced 
it through at the Hockenheim 
teams meeting in July, he is now 
being forced to let it drop again. 
_ The definition and status of 
CVT, which Williams has been 
developing for several years, is 
another problem, but the issue — 
_of third drivers is causing 
fireworks. — 

If Scuderia Italia pulls out of 
Fl after Portugal, the number of 
entries will drop to 24, which 
means that, according to a a 
recent FISA ruling, two teams 
may enter third cars. The 
problem is that there are four | 
teams wanting to run three cars: 
McLaren has Mika Hakkinen:; 
Ligier Eric Bernard, Benetton 
Luca Badoer and Tyrrell Naoki 
Hattori. 

At the start of the year 
McLaren and Ligier registered 
their third drivers, but despite 
this FISA says they do not have 
priority. We hear that this has 
led to accusations of FISA 
favouring Benetton. 


ne ran. Ths will not have 
ed Williams and Dennis to 


allowed next year, 
urance — 


Alliot to ri way 
for Toshio Suzuki? | 


There could be two Suzukis 
racing in the Japanese Grand 
Prix at Suzuka next month. 

Japanese Formula 3000 veteran 
Toshio is tipped to join Erik 
Comas at Larrousse, replacing 
Philippe Alliot. Suzuki — no 
relation to Footwork-Mugen 
driver Aguri — is due to test for 
Larrousse at the Circuit du Luc 
in France this week.’ 

Alliot said: ‘I may not be 
racing in Suzuka and Adelaide. 
In my contract there was always 
a provision for that and there’s 
no problem. But it is undecided.’ 


GRAND PRIX 


LINE 
0839 123 123 


Castrol Team Lotus has sealed 
the use of Mugen Honda V10 
engines next year — as predicted 
by AUTOSPORT in July. 

‘Tt has always been a very 
important part of our strategy to 
reach an exclusive supply 
arrangement with an engine 
manufacturer,’ said Lotus team 
boss Peter Collins. ‘I believe that 
the chemistry and synergy 
between our two companies is 
perfect and offers boundless 
possibilities for the future.’ 

The deal is a major coup for 
Lotus, as Mugen is tipped to 
receive a great deal more help 
from Honda next year. In fact, 


Nazareth Indycars: 
Qualifying Saturday pm 
with race on Sunday 

. evening 


Calls are charged at 36p per minute (cheaprate) 48p all other times 
HAYMARKETMAGAZINES WALDEGRAVERD TEDDINGTON 


Hirotoshi Honda, boss of Mugen, gives Lotus a leg-up into the big league 


Lotus boosted by Mugen-Honda V10s 


there are suggestions in the F1 
paddock that the deal is a full- 
blown Honda effort under the 
guise of Mugen badging. 

We understand that the deal 
will be very different to that 
enjoyed for the last two seasons 
by Footwork and will be 
considerably cheaper than a 
supply for Ford HB engines. 

The Lotus design team is 
already well advanced on an 
interim 107B design, which 
should be ready for an extensive 
winter testing programme. 
Johnny Herbert and Pedro Lamy 
are tipped to drive for the team 
next year. 


F3000 ace Lamy 
stands in for 
Zanardi at Lotus 


Portugal’s rising star Pedro Lamy 
made his Grand Prix debut at 
Monza on Sunday, standing in 
for Alessandro Zanardi at Lotus. 

Zanardi was unable to take 
part because of crushed nerves 
in his back, which resulted from 
his 150mph accident at the 
Belgian GP a fortnight ago. 

‘Alessandro is making an 
excellent recovery,’ said team 
boss Peter Collins, ‘and he will 
return to the cockpit when we 
feel it is right for him to do so. 
It is a medical decision and is 
the most responsible action to 
take at this stage. We anticipate 
that Alessandro will return after 
the Portuguese Grand Prix. 

Rumours at Monza suggested 
that Lamy has already been 
signed up by Lotus for next 
year, although his backing from 
Galp petrol — Portugal’s biggest 
company with 20,000 employees 
— could prove to be a clash 
with Lotus’s current sponsor, 
Castrol. There were even 
suggestions in Italy that Galp 
might replace Castrol. 

We understand that Lotus 
came extremely close to landing 
the Mild 7 tobacco deal, which 
would suggest that the team is 
in pursuit of a big new sponsor. 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


Ameeting of minds 
oraclashofegos? 
Dennis, Williams, 
Ecclestoneand 


Mosley look for 
common ground. 
Photo: Hardwick 


| 
| 
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Donington’s Grand Prix date in jeopardy 


There may be two date changes 
in next year’s Formula 1 World 
Championship calendar, with 
South Africa and Donington 
dropping out and being replaced 
by Argentina and Tanaka 
International in Japan. 

The 1994 championship 
schedule should be confirmed 


_ by the new FIA World Council 
_ in the first week of October, but 
_ we hear that it is currently 


changing by the week. 

Stories suggest that the plans 
to run an Argentinian Grand Prix 
in the Palermo Park have 
foundered because of 


environmental problems, but 
there is now the intention to 
run the race at the Autodromo 
17 October in Buenos Aires. The 
track has not been used for 
Grand Prix racing since Nelson 
Piquet’s win in 1981, but with a 
five-year contract for a Grand 
Prix in place, the track would 
be developed. 

The Pacific GP at Tanaka 
remains something of a mystery 
as the Tanaka circuit is unable 
to find anyone to organise the 
race. Indonesia also wants to 
host a Grand Prix, but there are 
political problems in the region. 


Lola vows to run own Formula 1 team 


| Lola is not going to be beaten 


by Formula 1. Last weekend the 
Huntingdon manufacturer 
confirmed its divorce from 
Scuderia Italia, and laid the 
blame squarely elsewhere. 

While insisting that the split 
was amicable, the Lola statement 


_ said that the poor performances 
| of the Lola-Ferrari T93/30 was 
| not just the fault of the car. 


Lola insisted that its engineers 


| have ‘investigated the 
_ disappointing results in great 


detail, using telemetry 
information and a track 


| simulation programme and refute 


assertions that the problem is 
solely in the design of the car’. 

Lola blamed the poor 
performance on a lack of 
acceleration from the Ferrari 
engine/Lola chassis combination 
which would not allow enough 
downforce to be run with its 
attendant drag penalty. 

The company says it will be 
back in F1 next year with its 
own team and a new 194/30 
chassis, on which the Lola 
design team has already begun 
work. Its future plans are, 
however, ‘pending sponsorship 
and engine negotiations’. 


New US Grand Prix 
plans renew Battle 
of Brandy Station 


America is to have a purpose- 
built Grand Prix circuit at 
Brandy Station, Virginia. And the 
plan is to have a US Grand Prix 
there in 1995. 

Last Wednesday, Benton 
Ventures of Bethesda, Maryland 
submitted an application to the 
Culpeper County for a 515-acre 
racing facility which will include 
a Grand Prix circuit which can 
be divided into two 
simultaneously usable loops, a 
racing school, a proving ground, 
a kart track and a museum — all 
in a rural setting. 

There is some opposition to 
the plan because Brandy Station 
is the site of a famous civil war 
battle, which was the first 
engagement of the Gettysburg 
campaign of 1863 and the 
largest cavalry battle of the 
conflict. 

The Civil War Trust is satisfied 
with buying 800 acres adjacent 
to the track site, but some 
_ historians want the battleground 

preserved entirely. BB Mitchell 
Ill, president of the Brandy 
Station Foundation said: “This 
would be contrary to our goal to 
preserve the rural integrity of 
the area. I thought Formula 1 
was a hair tonic.’ 


Minardi to test 
Argentinian stars 


Rally driver Carlos Menem Jr will 
test a Minardi next month and it 
looks like the son of the 


| Argentinian president is using 


the run to help promote a 
Grand Prix in his native land. 

There is no shortage of 
motorsport-mad politicians in 
Argentina. In addition to 
President Menem, former F1 
driver Carlos Reutemann is now 
Governor of Sante Fe. 

Menem is one of several 
Argentinians due to drive in the 


_ Philip Morris-organised test. 


CarlosMenem Jr— MinardiF1 test 


‘Italians merge to form F1 superteam 


Minardi and Scuderia Italia are to 


| merge. The deal is finalised and 


the Lola BMS Scuderia Italia 
outfit will make its final 
appearance in Portugal. 

Scuderia Italia boss Beppe 
Lucchini is to have 50% of the 
new company, with Giancarlo 
Minardi retaining the other 50% 
and having the power to run the 
team on a day-to-day basis. There 
will be no immediate changes in 
Minardi’s engineering structure 
with Aldo Costa and Gustav 
Brunner remaining in charge. 

Many of the Scuderia Italia 
staff have been offered jobs in 
Faenza, although a group of 


them is studying the possibility 
of forming an F3 or GT team. 

Minardi will continue to 
design and build the cars, which 
will run in Italian red livery. The 
team will be known as Minardi 
Scuderia Italia. 

In addition to F1, the new 
outfit is looking at the possibility 
of using its technology base to 
run a competitive Indycar 
development programme for 


Fabrizio Barbazza. The Italian 


was Rookie of the Year at Indy 
in 1987, finishing third, and is 
keen to return to the USA after 
promising F1 runs for Minardi in 
the first half of the season. 


@ Eurosport will cover the FIA Touring Car 
Challenge at Monza on October 17. Coverage 
will be ‘almost live’ — around two hours 
after the action itself. ae 


@ Gerhard Berger received a serious = 
reprimand from the Italian GP stewards after 


a misunderstanding with his Ferrari team 


mate Jean Alesi after the chequered flag in 
qualifying on Saturday afternoon. Berger 
crashed avoiding Alesi and hit the barriers at 
203mph. Berger was warned that ‘not 
slowing down after the chequered flag would 
entail more serious sanctions’ in future. 


@ Elf Aquitaine is talking to rival fuel 
companies Agip and Petrofina about a 
merger. The talks come in the wake of 
another French government-controlled 
company merger, Renault having united with 
Volvo. 


@ Williams aerodynamics specialist 
Adrian Newey visited the Ferrari road car 
factory at Maranello before the Italian GP 
and rumours suggested he had been made 
an offer to join Ferrari. Newey said his 
Maranello visit had nothing to do with F1, 


@ Ferrari has rehired ox-Tyrrell designer 
Mike Coughlan. He will work with John 


| Barnard at Ferrari Design & Development in 


Shalford, Surrey. Ferrari is understood to be 
looking for a top on-track engineer for 1994. 
Peugeot's Andre de Cortanze had been 
tipped for the job, but he has joined Sauber, 
for whom he will work at the last two ‘93 
Grands Prix. We hear Ferrari is chasing Rory 
Byrne and Gerard Ducarouge. 


@ Bernie Ecclestone was caught out at 
Monza by the 1500 start of the Italian GP. 
F1 races normally begin at 1400 and the 
FOCA boss had a helicopter booked to leave 
the track at 1500. He had to change his 
travel plans when he found out. 


@ Max Mosley met Ferrari president Luca 
Montezemolo, Jean Todt, Piero Ferrari and 


| Marco Piccinini at Maranello before the 


Italian GP. 


@ Williams broke another record last 
weekend, scoring its 33rd one-two on the 
grid. McLaren previously held the record for 


dominant qualifying performances. 


@ Gerhard Berger is expected to go back — 
into hospital for another operation on his 
elbow before the Portuguese GP. The : 
Austrian should be fit to race at Estoril, = 


@ Benetton is close to signing a aes 
sponsorship deal with the European pier 
of Coca-Cola, which is currently involved in — 
the German Touring Car Championship. We _ 
also hear from America that Mike Kranefuss 
is pitching for sponsorship from the main 
Coca-Cola Corporation. 


@ Carl Haas is rumoured to be under 

pressure to hire a test driver this winter to — 
take the strain off Nigel Mansell and Mario i 
Andretti, 


@ Marco Apicella will not be racing the 
Jordan in Portugal in 10 days. He has a 

race in Japan and the second Jordan is 
| likely to be driven by Emanuele Naspett. 
| : i 
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Benetton has landed a £28 
million two-year sponsorship 
deal with the Japanese Tobacco 
brand, Mild 7. 

The new association is worth 
£13 million in 1994 and £15 
million in 1995. It may also 
mean that Tyrrell loses its Cabin 
backing, as Cabin and Mild 7 are 
both JT brands. 

The sponsorship has been 
under negotiation for some time 
and at one point Lotus was 
favourite for the deal until 
Benetton managing director 
Flavio Briatore turned it around. 

‘We now have a secure base 
from which to continue the 
solid progress made in the last 
two seasons,’ said Briatore. 

But all may not be well for 
the Witney team on the engine 
supply front. Stories of a Renault 
V10 deal seem to have been laid 
to rest. And for the last month 
there has been talk, both in 
Europe and the US, of Ford 
taking an in-depth look at its F1 
programme in the wake of the 
departure of Special Vehicle 
Operations boss Mike Kranefuss. 

The inquiry — which Ford 
denies — could have a basic 
effect on its Fl plans, maybe 
causing problems for Benetton. 


YOUR COMPLETE ROUND- UP OF 
NATIONAL MOTOR RACING 
NEWS, REPORTS AND RESULTS 


STARTS ON PAGE 93 


Goodwood reveals plan to 
re-open for Historic racing 
Driver killed at Brighton Speed 


p93 


Trials 

Firman Lyall and Polites 
clinch TOCA support 
championships p93 
Chevron GTs fly at Combe p94 
Rohri enjoys Austrian Classic 
rally p93 
Orient Express chase p 108 
National reports p 100 


p93 


F1 stars head for 
Sardinian weekend 
of nostalgia 


Many of the top names from 
Formula 1 will be in Sardinia 
this weekend for the inaugural 
Grand Prix della Costa Smeralda. 

More than 50 cars, tracing the 
history of Grand Prix racing 
from 1923 to 1993, will race 
around the streets of one of 
Sardinia’s most picturesque 
ports. 

Among the drivers will be 
Monza hero Jean Alesi, 
Benetton’s Riccardo Patrese and 
Scuderia Italia pilot Michele 
Alboreto. 

Meanwhile, team luminaries 
Flavio Briatore of Benetton and 
Giancarlo Minardi will discuss 
the future of Formula 1. The 
moderator for the debate will be 
former Ferrari sporting director 
Cesare Fiorio. 

Among the mouthwatering 
machinery on the streets will be 
a 1947 Ferrari, five times World 
Champion Juan-Manuel Fangio’s 
Alfa Romeo 159 and Alberto 
Ascari’s Lancia D50. 

From more recent years comes 
a six-wheel Tyrrell, the McLarens 
of James Hunt and John Watson 
and a current Benetton. 

Practice starts on Saturday 
morning with a race on Sunday 
afternoon at three o’clock. 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


Benetton lands Mild 7 millions 


Schumacher shines 
for Camel All Stars 


Benetton ace Michael Schumacher used 
his football skills to help a Camel All 
Stars Xi to victory against the FOPA 
(Formula One Photographers Association) 
team at Monza last weekend. 

Not content with scoring twice during a 
4-4 draw in normal time, Schumacher 
calmly slotted home his spot kick before 
taking over between the sticks as the 
Camel XI won a penalty shoot-out 4-3. 

Damon Hill (right) made a brief 
appearance before leaving in a Renault 
Clio, across the middle of the pitch! 

Schumacher and Riccardo Patrese, also 
a goal scorer, lead the celebrations. 


Andretti to quit 
Formula 1 for 
Indycars in 1994? 


Michael Andretti is on the verge 
of heading home to American 
racing next year rather than 
persevering with his Formula 1 
career, according to stories 
circulating in the Monza F1 and 
Mid-Ohio IndyCar paddocks. 

Suggestions that Monza was to 
be Michael’s last race were 
discounted by McLaren sources, 
but his future with the team is 
bleak as Ayrton Senna and Mika 
Hakkinen are expected to drive 
next year. 

Andretti and his agent John 
Caponigro met IndyCar team 
owner Chip Ganassi early last 
week, and we hear that 
agreement is close. Further 
stories, however, suggest that 
Carl Haas phoned Andretti in 
Italy on Saturday night to offer a 
deal if the Lola agent cannot 
reach a suitable financial 
agreement with Nigel Mansell. 

At the same time there are 
moves afoot in F1 to find 
Andretti another Grand Prix seat 
next year. 

Andretti turned in a fine 
recovery drive at Monza after a 
second lap spin, finishing on the 
podium for the first time in a 
tough season. 


Hill — watch out Gazza 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


Honda’s 
light 

Honda has cast aside its 
dissatisfaction with the IndyCar 
engine regulations and 
confirmed its 1994 attack. 

Speaking in Las Vegas last 
week, American Honda 
executive vice-president Tom 
Elliott was positive about his 
company’s PPG World Series 
involvement with Rahal-Hogan. 
Elliott and Honda president 
Nobohiko Kawamoto confirmed 
the progrdmme at an annual 
Honda dealers’ meeting. 

Elliott emphasised that 
IndyCar’s restrictive engine 
supply rules will not stop 
Honda’s involvement and that it 
will comply with them. 

‘The rules frankly discourage 
new engine manufacturers,’ 
commented Elliott. ‘But 
regardless, we feel it is very 


important for Honda to compete 
in the IndyCar series. 


Four-pronged 
Reynard attack on 
the IndyCar Scene 


Reynard has completed 
agreements with four teams to 
race its new Indycar next year. 

Chip Ganassi’s operation will 
be the factory development 
team, as revealed three months 
ago, and it will start testing the 
prototype Reynard chassis in late 
October. 

Reynard’s other customers for 
1994 are Hall-VDS, Galles and 
the new Forsythe-Green team. 

Hall agreed to buy Reynards a 
month or more ago while Galles 
and Forsythe-Green made their 
decisions in recent weeks. 

Although it’s unclear at the 
moment who will drive for 
Ganassi, Hall-VDS and Galles 
next year, its obviously a coup 
for Reynard’s managing director 
Rick Gorne to have sold cars to 
these three teams as well as 
Forsythe-Green. The latter will 
run Gilles Villeneuve’s son 
Jacques, a front-runner in this 
season’s Player’s Atlantic 
Championship, in his rookie 
Indycar season next year. 

Ganassi is due to test the first 
Reynard chassis with a Ford 
engine, while a Chevrolet- 
equipped model is expected to 
be ready for evaluation running 
in November. 


fa 


Honda’s new Indy engine has been track testing with the Rahal-Hoganteam at! 


IndyCar requires any incoming 
engine manufacturer to supply 
two teams and three cars in the 
first year of competition and 
three teams and six cars in the 
second year. A recent 
amendment to this rule requires 
that any team to be counted 
under this rule must own one of 
IndyCar’s 24 franchises. Non 
franchise holders are not entitled 
to points or prize money. 

‘Right now,’ Elliott said, ‘we 
are concerned with competing 
successfully in the first year with 
three cars. If we do well I think 
we'll be able to service and 
supply six cars in the second 
year.’ 


Andrettiis excited about NASCAR 


NASCAR switch for 
John Andretti 


John Andretti, Michael’s cousin, 
has signed a three-year contract 
to drive Billy Hagan’s Chevrolets 
in the NASCAR Winston Cup. 

‘I didn’t want to race Indycars 
unless I could be in a winning 
car,’ said Andretti. 

The winner of his first IndyCar 
race for Hall/VDS in 1991, 
Andretti was released at the end 
of the 1992 season. 

‘T’m not putting down 
IndyCar,’ he added. ‘’'m very 
excited about this. There are 
exciting things happening in 
NASCAR.’ 
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Elliott added, however, that 
IndyCar’s latest restrictions have 
set back Honda’s decision about 
which additional team will race 
its engines next year. ‘It will be 
some time before we make that 
decision,’ he said. “We were 
further along earlier this year. 
The rule is a little more limiting 
in allowing us to evaluate which 
teams are suitable. 

‘American Honda requested 
this programme about four years 
ago,’ commented Elliott. “The 
first engine was produced two 
years ago and the engine has 
been running for more than a 
year. We want to get it right.’ 

Rahal-Hogan has been track 


Bernstein talks to 
Gordon as Guerrero 
gets the push 


Rising star Robby Gordon is 
favourite to join Kenny 
Bernstein’s King Motorsport 
Indycar team in 1994. 

‘Budweiser is interested in 
having a young American driver 
with the potential to win races,’ 
commented Bernstein. 

Gordon says he is definitely 
leaving AJ Foyt’s team at the end 
of the season. He had been 
expected to join Michael 
Kranefuss’s new team but 
Kranefuss says there is now only 
a 50/50 chance of him pulling 
together the sponsorship to field 
his team in 1994. 

If Gordon joins Bernstein he 
will take Ford power to a team 
which has run Chevrolet engines 
this year. 

Meanwhile, Eddie Cheever has 
replaced Roberto Guerrero in 
Bernstein’s Budweiser Lola-Chevy 
for the remaining IndyCar races. 

Cheever drove the car for the 
first time at Mid-Ohio last 
weekend, where his 
performance was unimpressive. 
The former Renault F1 driver 
qualified 21st and was the first 
retirement from the race. 
Cheever is hoping to put 
together a deal with backing 
from Menard for next season. 


indianapolis since April. Photo: Swope 


testing Honda’s 2.65-litre V8 
turbo Indy engine in the USA 
since April. The engine has been 
tested primarily by Rahal-Hogan’s 
number two driver Mike Groff in 
one of last year’s Lola T92/00s. 

Elliott said the reaction of the 
American dealers in Las Vegas 
was overwhelmingly positive. 
‘Basically it was a standing 
ovation. They are very 
enthusiastic, even people from 
states like Oklahoma which are a 
long way from any IndyCar race. 
They recognise Indycar racing as 
the premier auto racing series in 
the country and are very excited 
about the marketing benefits it 
will present them with.’ 
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icslit scenic rein sires 
Fifth win gives 
Herta the crown 


Bryan Herta, 23, clinched the 
Firestone Indy Lights title for his 
Tasman Motorsports team on 
Sunday with a win at Mid-Ohio. 

It was Herta’s fifth victory of 
the season and the team’s 
eighth, since Briton Steve 
Robertson, who finished a very 
close second at Mid-Ohio, has 
also won three times since 
pursuing his career in America. 

Herta, who had a strong 
showing in the 1991 Formula 
Ford Festival at Brands Hatch, 
claimed the crown at his home 
circuit. 
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Damon Hill made it three wins in a row 
when he motored past his ailing team 


| mate Alain Prost in Monza. Many of you 


predicted Damon’s hat-trick. Closest to 
Damon’s average winning speed of 
148.597mph was Michael Butler of 
Loughborough. Well done, your magnum 
of Moet et Chandon is on its way. 

The next race is the Portuguese GP on 


| September 26 at Estoril. Maybe Alain 


Prost will clinch his fourth World 
Championship crown there. Damon Hill 
will be out to see if he can win four 
races on the trot and give himself a good 
chance of holding on to the most 
competitive seat in Grand Prix racing. 

lf anything happens to either of them, 
there is always Michael Schumacher and 
Ayrton Senna, both of whom can only 
dream of winning at the moment. 

Estoril is described by many engineers 
as the perfect Fi circuit. Nigel Mansell 
won the Portuguese GP in 1993 at an 
average speed of 121.49imph. Send your 
prediction of this year’s winner and his 
average speed on a postcard to: Moet et 
Chandon competition, AUTOSPORT Editorial, 
60 Waldegrave Road, Teddington, Middiesex 
TW11 8LG by Friday, September 24. 


to win the last round of the 
British Touring Car 
Championship this weekend 
with team mate Jo Winkelhock 
(on the left) lower than sixth if 
he is to snatch the title. 

‘Realistically, I think the 
chance has gone,’ says Soper. ‘I 
don’t think ’ve been as lucky as 
Jo so far this year, but if I win it 
now I certainly will have been 
far luckier.’ 

Winkelhock is confident: ‘I 
have to thank Paul (Radisich), 
because at the moment I think 


| he and David Leslie are too 
| quick for us so I don’t think 
| Steve can win at Silverstone.’ 


Winkelhock has an 18-point 


| lead over Soper, but even if 

| Steve is second (worth 18 

| points) and Jo doesn’t finish the 
| German will take the title, 


because he has won more races. 

On current form, Radisich is 
the quickest man in the field 
and it would be no surprise to 
see the Mondeo driver take his 
third win of the year. 

Leslie is also right on form 
and headed the official testing 


Winkelhock and 
7 Soper’s final fight 


| Steve Soper (pictured right) has 


times at Silverstone, when we 
closed for press on Tuesday — a 
great achievement from the low- 
budget Ecurie Ecosse team. 

The top test times at midday 
on Tuesday are printed below. 
Rain had affected the sessions 
and only the last half-hour was 
genuinely dry. Nevertheless, the 
top 11 were within one second, 
with a whole afternoon’s 
running still to go. 

Silverstone always produces 
good racing. The BTCC finale 
should not be missed. 

Championship top four: 1, Jo 
Winkelhock, 160pts; 2, Steve Soper, 142; 
3, John Cleland, 98; 4, Paul Radisich, 86. 


BICC TEST TIMES 


1 David Leslie (Vauxhall Cavalier)................ 1:02.32 
2 Paul Radisich (Ford Mondeo).............ese00 1:02.35 
3 Will Hoy (Toyota Carina)...........cececceee 1:02.71 
4 Joachim Winkelhock (BMW 318))............... 4:02.91 . 
5 John Cleland (Vauxhall Cavalier) .............. 1:02.95 
6 Steve Soper (BMW 318)).........cccsssesssereese 1:02.97 
7 Robb Gravett (Peugeot 405)... 4:02.98 
8 Andy Rouse (Ford Mondeo) ................ssse0 1:02.99 
9 Eugene O’Brien (Peugeot 405) .................. 1:03.04 
10 Harry Nuttall (Vauxhall Cavalier)............... 1:03.27 
11 Kieth Odor (Nissan Primera) ...............0 1:03.28 
12 Tim Harvey (Renault 19)... 1:03.48 
13 Win Percy (Nissan Primera)... 1:03.53 


LARINI: ‘MY BIGGEST TRIUMPH’ 


| What does the title mean to you? 


‘It’s the biggest triumph of my career. 
The German Touring Car Championship is 


| very tough but also extremely fair. | 


wanted to win the title right from the 


| start of the year and | want to defend it. 


How significant was the Alfa 4WD as 
against the rear-driven Mercedes? 

‘It was a great help. Obviously it was 
very good in the rain but the improved 


| traction was important at the temporary 


circuits which don’t have much grip.’ 


You've led from the first round and 
carried maximum ballast in almost 
every race. How did it affect you? 

"The extra weight played a bigger role 
at some circuits than it did at others. For 
example, it wasn’t too much of a 
handicap at Norisring, but at Diepholz it 
made the handling pretty difficult in the 
chicanes. 


Many of the GTCC circuits were new 
to you. Was that a problem? 
| like all the GTCC circuits. | think the 


| street circuit in Singen is the best of the | 
| temporary GTCC circuits — it reminded me 


of the old Grand Prix track in Detroit. 


Your wife Barbara and son Gabriele 
attend most of the GTCC races. Is 
that important to you? 

"Yes, very much so. With many of the 


| races in foreign countries, | just need to 


have my family around me as much as 
it’s possible. 
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Jos Verstappenis clearly going 


be a big star in the mould of Michael Schumacher 
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Larini and 
Verstappen clinch 
top German titles 


Nicola Larini won the German 
Touring Car Championship on 
Sunday at Avus in Berlin, the 
same weekend as young 
Dutchman Jos Verstappen 
clinched the Formula 3 title. 

Larini, who won last year’s 
Italian Supertourismo 
Championship for Alfa, has been 
the man to beat this season. 
Driving in his and Alfa Romeo’s 
first season in the GTCC, Larini 
has won 10 of 18 races, ably 
supported by Alessandro Nannini 
and Christian Danner (see panel 
left). 

It has been quite a season for 
Larini, who has spent two or 
three days per week testing 
Ferrari’s Formula 1 active 
suspension system and engine 
developments at the team’s 
Fiorano test track. 

Verstappen has been the 
dominant force in German F3 
this year in only his second 
season of motor racing. 

Driving for Willi Weber’s WTS 
team, which took Michael 
Schumacher and Pedro Lamy to 
the German title, Verstappen has 
won eight of 18 races. 

He has a good budget behind 
him for a move up to F3000 or 
F1 next season. 
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Rouse excluded at 
Donington Park 


Andy Rouse was excluded from 
the results of the first leg of the 
British Touring Car 
Championship double-header at 
Donington Park last weekend. 
The Ford team leader tipped 
Peugeot’ s Robb Gravett into a 
spin at the Esses while yellow 


| flags were out for Bobby 
| Verdon-Roe’s expired Toyota. 


Rouse, who finished seventh 
on the road, was deemed to 
have ‘driven in a manner 
incompatible with general 
safety’, by the clerk of the 
course Pierre Aumonier. 


Fifty-five set for 


‘| FIA tourer classic 


| BISA had received 55 


applications for places on the 
FIA Touring Car Challenge grid, 
when entries closed. 

A full list is not yet available, 
while FISA checks the eligibility 
of three of the 15 teams (five 
drivers in all). If FISA is satisfied 
that these three countries run 
Class 2 touring car 
| championships, there will be 
teams from 15 countries, using 
| 11 different makes of cars at 
Monza on October 17. But only 
55 cars can start! 


| Andy Rouse Engineering. 


Walkinshaw hids for Silverstone 


Tom Walkinshaw and former 
AUTOSPORT Grand Prix editor 
Paddy McNally have made a bid 
to buy a 15-year lease to run 
Silverstone Circuit, home of the 
British Grand Prix. 

But the board of the British 
Racing Drivers’ Club, which 
owns the circuit, has rejected 
the offer out of hand. 

In a letter to members, BRDC 
president Innes Ireland said: 
‘While your board could 
consider the option of a joint 
venture with regard to 
operations at Silverstone, it was 
felt that the membership would 
be opposed to such a proposal 
emanating from Tom 
Walkinshaw.’ 

There is some confusion over 
whether the offer to buy the 
lease was invited by the BRDC 
board. Ireland’s letter suggests 
the offer came out of the blue. 

But Walkinshaw said: ‘I was 
approached by senior members 
of the board to make an offer. I 
considered it and had a further 
meeting with the board 
members involved to discuss the 
details. I then made an offer in 
good faith, in the understanding 
that they would put it to the 
members. J am somewhat 
puzzled that they didn’t put it to 
the members before rejecting it.’ 


Tom Walkinshaw (left) with FOCA boss Bernie Ecclestone. Photo: Words & Pictures 


One of those ‘senior 
members’, BRDC chairman John 
Handley, resigned last Friday 
because he ‘regrettably came to 
the conclusion that there are 
certain elements within the 
board who have no interest to 
settle the Silverstone Motor 
Group matter other than in the 
courts.’ 

Walkinshaw was a director of 
the BRDC and the chairman of 
its wholly owned subsidiary 
Silverstone Circuits Ltd until last 


year, when the BRDC put 45.3 
million into a joint venture with 
the his company TWR to sell 


road cars. The members revolted | 
2AE. Applicants must be aged 16 or over, 


and replaced the boards of the 
BRDC and SCL, the new boards 
being ordered to extricate the 
BRDC from the deal. 

Silverstone recently signed an 
deal with FOCA to host the 
British GP until 2001, but will 
need to spend several million 
pounds on developing the pits 
and spectator facilities. 
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@ Geoff Lees was in the Donington Park 
Paddock during last weekend’s British 
Touring Car Championship meeting. The 
sportscar veteran has had little work this 
year after years of top line drives in Japan, 
and is keen to drive in the BTCC in 1994. 


@ Ray Bellm has sold his holding in Team 
Dynamics to Steve Neal. The pair were 
formerly partners in the operation. Bellm 
intends to race in the TOCA Shoot-Out at 
the end of October, and is likely to race in 
the Porsche Supercup next year. 


@ Ecurie Ecosse will field its third BTCC 
Vauxhall Cavalier for Chris Goodwin again at 
the series finale this weekend. Goodwin was 
running a strong eighth, before an accident 
in his only other outing in the car at Brands 
Hatch last month. 


@ Donington Park attracted a healthy 
12,000 crowd for the BTCC meeting last 
weekend, despite appalling weather. 


@ Park Lane Racing has issued TOM’S 
with a writ for damages against TOM’S 
following James Kaye’s engine fire at 
Knockhill. TOM’s will contest the suit. The 
team’s engines are now being prepared by 


@ Indonesian circuit Sentul’s plans to 
hold an international 2-litre touring car race 
in November look to have fallen through. 


@ Wellington's annual street race in 
December looks set to welcome several 
2-litre touring cars. New Zealander Paul 
Radisich looks set to return to his homeland 
with a Ford Mondeo, while several other 
British touring car teams are hoping to make 
the trip. 


@ Roger Penske’s NASCAR and IndyCar 
teams repeated their double successes from 
12 months ago last weekend. Rusty Wallace 
won NASCAR’s Saturday night race in 
Richmond, Virginia in a Penske Racing 
South’s Miller Pontiacs while Emerson 
Fittipaldi won the Mid-Ohio IndyCar race. 


@ The 1993 Asia Pacific Touring Car 
Championship is is no longer a 
FiSA-recognised series. Championships which 
lose a third of their rounds, as the APTC 
has, automatically lose FISA status. The 
series is likely to be revived in stronger form | 
for 1994, 


@ Jackie Stewart has moved the Grand 
Prix Mechanics Trust charity day to 

Silverstone on October 6. Formula 1 drivers 
and a handful of touring car racers will take 
members of the public for a spin around the | 
circuit in road cars. Tickets cost £120. Send 
a cheque payable to The Grand Prix 
Mechanics Charitable Trust along with an A4 
stamped addressed envelope to Lower Mill 
Road, Kingston Road, Ewell, Surrey KT17 


@ European Formuta Ford Cup winner 
Frederico Viegas is to contest the final round 
of the Vauxhall Lotus Euroseries at Estoril 
with Draco racing. ‘I go testing in Italy with 
the team this week,’ said the Portuguese 
works Swift driver at Donington on Sunday, 
"but at the moment, it is just a one-off.’ 
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e ‘Ernie irvan has filled the seat in Robert 
- Yates's NASCAR Winston Cup team vacated 


by the late Davey Allison, buying himself out 


‘of his contract with the Morgan-McClure 
outfit prior to the race at Darlington. He led 
_ on three occasions en route to fifth place on 
his first run in the Havoline-sponsored Ford. 
Grand National regular Jeff Purvis replaced 
Ivan in the Morgan-McCiure Chevrolet. 


e Rickard Rydell is in hospital in Japan 
having suffered a punctured fung last week. 
The Swede was playing squash with fellow 
drivers Richard Dean and Tom Kristensen 


hospital in the night. It’s not known how 
long Rickard will be in hospital, or when he 
will be fit enough to fly home to Sweden. 
Well wishers can contact him by fax via 
-TOM’S in Japan on 010 81 550 898349. 


@ Ti Circuit’s pians to stage the Pacific 
GP next year took a step forward when the 
JAF finally passed the race application on to 
_ PISA, having spent several weeks 
deliberating the matter. Meanwhile, the local 
government in Okayama has pledged its 
‘support for the race, and has promised to 
help with improved access roads. 


@ Tom Kristensen achieved a unique feat 
when he clinched the Japanese Formula 3 
title at Sugo last weekend, to add to the 
-suecess he achieved in Germany back in 
1991, The Dane is believed to be the first 
man to win national F3 titles in two different 
countries, neither of which are his home. 


@ Maurizio Sandro Sala is at home in | 
Brazil actively looking for an Indycar budget, 


money for Indy Lights. ‘Morris’ hopes to join 
former sparring partner Mauricio Gugelmin in 
the States next year. 


@ TOM’S has displayed the first 2-litre 
touring car to appear in Japan. Built by 
TOM’S GB in Hingham, it is badged as a 
Corona rather rather than Carina. 


@ Satoshi Motoyama has replaced Niko 
Paihares in the works Dallara F3 team in 

_ Japan. Brazilian Palhares is in dispute with 
the team, having brought the Fiat engine 
deal with him. Motoyama finished fifth at 
Sugo last weekend. 


@ NASCAR has elected to slow speeds in 
the upcoming races at Charlotte and Atlanta, 
with changes in aerodynamics in place of 
using restrictor plates. After an outcry by 
teams and promoters, NASCAR undertook a 
series of tests on the 1.5-mile Charlotte 
track to look for an alternative to plates on 
the two tracks where straightaway speeds 
are approaching 200mph. NASCAR will 

_ continue to use the plates at Daytona and 
Talladega. It is not clear what method will 
be used to slow cars at Michigan next year. 


@ Anew Dodge coupe will replace the 
Dodge Daytonas used in this year’s 
International Race of Champions one-make, 
all-star series in the USA. 


@ The Torreon circuit in Mexico has been 
fenamed the Circuit Marco Magana after the 
Mexican Formula 2 driver who was killed in 
a face at Monterrey on May 31. 


A new initiative from a member 
of the European Parliament 
threatens to enforce tight 
restrictions on commercial 
sponsorship in sport. It has 


| worried racing teams, especially 
| those in Formula 1. 


The report, drawn up by 


French Green Yves Fremion, 
| claims that ‘the public is 
| suffering unbearable commercial 
| harassment against which it has 
| when he began to feel ill. He was rushed to — 


little defence’, because the 


_ current rules governing 
| sponsorship are vague. 


It proposes that the European 
Commission should ‘speedily 
adopt clear, harmonised 
definitions of sponsorship in 


sport and the arts and draw up a 


European code of practice 
setting out the rights and 
obligations of the sponsors.’ 

Fremion’s plan would 
encourage companies to act as 
patrons rather than sponsors, 
giving money anonymously 
without peddling a sales 
message. 

Richard West, commercial 
director of the Williams Grand 
Prix team, says that the plan is 
totally unrealistic but admits to 
being worried about the threat 
posed by it. 


F1 exists on sponsorship, and a threat from Brusselsis being taken seriously 


“You have to take this 
seriously because it has the 
potential to restrict the business 
of Formula 1,’ said West. “The 
reality is that what he’s trying to 
put across, replacing sponsor 
with patron, will never work in 


a million years. We obey 
national rules already. We cover 
up our tobacco logos in Britain, 
Germany, France and so on. 

‘This is not just about 
tobacco, it’s about personal 
freedom.’ 


having decided that it is just as hard to find | 
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Asch makes it 50 
wins for the 
Mercedes 190... 


Roland Asch’s two German 
Touring Car Championship wins 
at Avus brought the Mercedes 
190’s victory tally in the series 
up to 50. 

In the model’s swansong year 

as a works racing car — it will 
be replaced by a new C-Class 
car next year — it has taken 
eight wins. 

Of the last 56 GTCC races the 
190 has won 29. It made its 
debut in a one-make event won 
by Ayrton Senna in 1984. 


... aS Mercedes 
British Touring Car 
plans come alive 


Prodrive boss David Richards 
still expects to run a Mercedes 


team in the 1994 British Touring 


| Lamberto Leoni takes to the waves 


Car Championship. 

Mercedes’s decision to 
concentrate on Class 1 had led 
to speculation that the Class 2 
project might be cancelled. 

‘The sponsorship is now in 
place,’ said Richards at 
Donington last weekend. ‘There 
may be a hitch over the 
development budget, but it will 
be sorted out.’ 


Offshore powerboat racing is the new pleasure pursuit for former Formula 
3000 racer Lamberto Leoni (in the left pod above). The Italian veteran has 
teamed up with Britain’s many-time World Champion Steve Curtis (above right) 
in the Bilba Cadell team’s Class 1 boat. Leoni steers the vessel, while Curtis is 
at the throttle. Last time out in the treacherous waters off Guernsey they 
finished fifth overall despite 8ft waves Photo: James Bareham. 


Sir David Brown 


: Sir David Brown, chairman of 

: Aston Martin from 1947 to 1972, 
and whose cars bore his initials 
‘DB’, died recently aged 89. 

Brown was born into an 
engineering family and’ became a 
skilled engineer himself. As a 
youth he competed in motor 
cycle sprint events, but his bike 
racing career was cut short on 
parental orders. He later had 
some success on four wheels, in 
hillclimbs and speed trials. 

After World War I, Brown 
bought the Aston Martin and 
Lagonda companies. His love of 
motorsport developed and he 
committed the Aston Martin 
name to the race tracks with the 
Le Mans 24 Hours as the main 
target. He put the legendary 
team manager John Wyer in 
charge of the operation. 

After a series of disasters and 
near misses, Astons finally won 
the event in 1959 with Roy 
Salvadori and Carroll Shelby. 
After clinching the World 
sportscar championship that 
year, Aston Martin retired from 
sportscar racing, although Brown 
later got involved in old friend 
Raymond Mays’s BRM Grand 
Prix project. He was knighted in 
1968 for services to the motor 
industry and to motorsport. 


JOHNNY HERBERT 


PART TWO on his Formula 1 future: 
‘ve got to keep my options open, because if 
Lotus doesn’t take me, | need another drive...’ 


PHONE 0839 123 126 


Calls are charged at 36p per minute (cheap rate) 48p all othertimes Haymarket Magazines Waldegrave Road Teddington 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


| awarded judgement against its former driver 
Philippe Adams. The sum is described as ‘in 


@ Former tin-top aces John Fitzpatrick, 
John Handley, John Rhodes and Steve Neal 
will join British Touring Car Championship 
runners Jeff Allam, Will Hoy, Bobby 
Verdon-Roe and fan Khan on the panel ata | 
Touring Car Drivers Association ‘superforum’. 
ft will be held in the Jimmy Brown Centre 
at Silverstone at 1900 on September 18, 
during the final BTCC meeting of the year. 


@ West Surrey Racing has sent a replica | 
of Ayrton Senna’s 1983 Macau Grand 
Prix-winning Ralt RT3 to the Macau museum. 


@ Madgwick International has been 


excess of £90,000 plus costs’. Madgwick 
boss Robert Synge said: ‘It's a real shame 
that all attempts to resolve the matter 
amicably have failed.’ Adams, whose lead in 
the British Formula 2 Championship has 
fallen to three points, has stated in the 
Belgian press that he would come back for 
the last two races to defend his lead. ‘As 
long as he’s paid his bills, we'd be happy 
to run him,’ added Synge. 


| 


@ Hi-Tech Suspension parts are supplied 
in Britain only by Suspension Technology of 
Silverstone, not by BM Motorsport as stated 
in a recent advertisement. 


@ Zakspeed is rumoured to be building a 
road-going sportscar. Engineer Bernd Rohrig 
has moved from the Eufra team to Zakspeed 
te help with this programme. 


@ Nazareth Indycars — 
Nigel Mansell will be giving 
his all in his bid to claim the 
IndyCar title with a round to 
spare. The Penskes pair will 
be out to stop him 


@ Rally Australia — Can 
Toyota clinch its first World 
Championship in the Western 
Australian bush 


@ British Touring Cars — 
Joachim Winkelhock and 
Steve Soper go head-to-head 
for the title at Silverstone, the 
final round 


@ Manx Rally — Malcolm 
Wilson, Richard Burns and 
Alister McRae fight it out on 
the Isle of Man for British 
Championship honours 


@ National racing — all the 
weekend action from around 
the country, including the 
support races from Silverstone 


* Contents may be subjectto late change 


ON SALE SEPTEMBER 23, 1993 


16 September 1993 AUTOSPORT 15 


SPECIAL STAGE 


EDITED BY KEITH OSWIN 


THE MINI AT MONTE CARLO 


The 1960s and the Mini are inextricably 
linked so it is fitting that the little car 
was making headlines on the most 
famous rally of them all throughout the 
decade. 

The new Mini Minor made its Monte 
debut in 1960 and was immediately 
quick. However, the handicap system 
(which favoured heavy cars with smail 
engines) used by the event until 1967 
ensured that it was not immediately a 
winner. In 1961 a Panhard won the rally 
despite being 1m12s slower than the 
Minis over the final 6km stage. 

By 1962, Stuart Turner had left the 
co-driver’s seat of Eric Carlsson’s Saab to 
take over the BMC competitions 
department. Rauno Aaltonen drove the 
Mini - now a ‘Cooper’ — on the event 
until he crashed on the descent from the 
Col du Turini. 

The following year saw Aaltonen finish 
third in a 997cc Cooper behind Carisson’s 
Saab 96 and Pauli Toivonen’s Citroen but 
it was in 1964 that the great 
breakthrough occurred with Paddy Hopkirk 
taking first place in the new Cooper ‘S’ 
with Timo Makinen fourth. 

Makinen won the 1965 event and was 
the only driver to keep a clean sheet 
through a snow blighted rally where only 
35 of the 211 starters made the finish. 
He was fully eight minutes faster than 
anyone else over the stages. 

The most famous Mini performance | 
came on the 1966 event where Makinen, 
Aaltonen and Hopkirk scored a 
one-two-three until the scrutineers threw 
the lot out (along with fourth placed 
Roger Clark’s Lotus Cortina) for the 
tenuous offence of having illegal filaments 
in the headlights. 

Revenge came a year later when 
Aaltonen withstood a fierce late challenge 
from Ove Andersson’s Lancia to win, 
making up for Makinen’s disappointment 
at having crashed out of the lead on the 
final night when a rock mysteriously 
appeared in the road. 

The Minis bowed out of the Monte in 
1968, the first event to run without the 
often controversial handicap system. 
Aaltonen was third, Tony Fall was fourth 
and Hopkirk fifth, but the advent of 
high-powered rear-wheel drive cars 
effectively ended the little front-wheel drive 
racers’ challenge forever. The legend, 
however, lived on... 


| contest January’s rally. 


Paddy Hopkirk is returning 
to the Monte Carlo Rally, 30 
years after his victory on the 
classic event. 

To mark the anniversary, 
Rover is rehomologating the 
Mini Cooper and it is likely 
that a three-car team will 


Hopkirk is a definite 
starter, while the level of 
sponsorship gained over the 
next few months will 
determine how many other cars 
will take the start alongside the 
Irishman. 

First choice for the second car 
is Louise Aitken-Walker, the 
1990 Ladies World Champion 
who announced her retirement 
from motorsport at the end of 


3 £43 So et (= 
Paddy Hopkirk (left) and Louise Aitken-Walker 


last season. ‘We are hoping that 
Louise will be able to win what 
was once a traditional BMC 
prize, the Coup des Dames,’ said 
Mini team manager John 
Brigden. 

A third car is likely to be 


Aghini to boost 
Subaru’s line-up? 


The 555 Subaru team’s strength 
could be boosted next season by 
Italian ace Andrea Aghini. 

Aghini would bring much- 
needed asphalt experience to 
the team, experience currently 
being wasted in the troubled 
Jolly Club Lancia HF Integrale. 

If Subaru expands its 
programme next year, an 
acknowledged asphalt driver 
would be essential. 

Aghini was testing new 
suspension and transmissions for 
San Remo last week until thieves 
stole the service van... 
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i Spent 


Andrea Aghini is a superb asphalt driver and could bea great benefitto the Subaru camp 


aS 


Paddy Hopkirk won the 1964 Monte Carlo Rally with a Mini Ceeper ‘S’ and now returns to the event with the newest Mini to be homologated 


Hopkirk leads Minis back to 
Monte Carlo after 30 years 


oF = i ae 


| the San Remo Rally. 
| near Il Ciocco was curtailed 


| (see separate story) and Carlos 


| Bortoletto produced a fax which 
| gave the team permission to 


entered by Rover Japan and 
will have at least one 
Japanese crew member on 
board, although it is not yet 
clear if that will be the 
driver or co-driver. 

The Rover supported cars 
will be built by Brigden in 
Canterbury although the 
initial bodyshell work will be 
in the hands of former BMC 
factory driver Tony Fall. 
Brigden, who works with 

the Rover Heritage Group at 
Gaydon, put the idea to Rover in 
January. It will be officially 
announced at next month’s 
London motor show. 

Homologation is already under 
way for the cars to have both 
Group A and Group N papers. 


Jolly Club hit by 
testing troubles 


The Jolly Club suffered twin 
misfortunes while preparing for 


Andrea Aghini’s test session 
when the service van was stolen 


Sainz fell foul of the Carabinieri, 
who turned up in mid session. 
Until team manager Claudio 


close the road near Savona, 
Sainz was fined 500,000 lire 
(around £220) and three 

mechanics were held in jail. 


If Toyota wins this weekend’s 
Telecom Rally Australia, Ove 
Andersson’s Cologne-based 
operation will finally achieve the 
goal he set for himself in 1972. 

‘If we win in Australia,’ he 
said, ‘then we have achieved our 
major goal — not just for this 
year but ever since we started.’ 

Never has a Japanese team 
won the World Rally 
Championship but Toyota stands 
on the brink of the title. But 
first it has to win in Australia. 

Team drivers, Juha Kankkunen 
and Didier Auriol, have 
between them won all 
four of the Perth-based 
events. ‘I hope that it will 
be as happy for Juha or 
Didier as it has always 
been,’ said Andersson. ‘But 
if not, then we have other 
chances later and we 
won't miss the chance 
twice...’ 

Only Ford can deny 
Toyota the title this year. 
The team has never rallied 
on the ball bearing surface 
in Australia before and, 
while fast learners, Miki 
Biasion and Francois 
Delecour will have their 
work cut out to take the 
essential victory to 
maintain Ford’s challenge. 

So it could be Subaru 
which holds the key for 
the Boreham camp. 

Colin McRae is back on 
the championship trail after 
his historic New Zealand 
win, Ari Vatanen and 
Possum Bourne make up 
the three-car 555 team 
and, although the super- 
fast Impreza has been left 
behind, the Legacy is well 
suited to the challenge. 

‘After New Zealand I 


se 


Toyota’s performance in Finland has set up the Japanese team foran historic first manufacturers’ crown if it can win again in Australia 


Toyota dream could 


come true in Perth 


have the confidence to win 
anywhere,’ admitted McRae. 
Vatanen says that he was happy 
with his pace in Finland and 
hopes to go one place better in 
Australia while Bourne points 
out that most of his rallying has 


Colin McRae won in New Zealand and gets number 
seven again. Will it provea lucky number? 


been done in this part of the 
world so a good result is on. 

These three teams should be 
the pace-setters but we can 
never discount Lancia, even if 
the Jolly Club team has had a 
rotten season so far... 


First leg: Perth (1145)-Perth (2015), 
Saturday September 18, nine stages 
(102.80km) in total 356.83km. 
Second leg: Perth (0600)-Perth (1600), 
Sunday September 19, eight stages 
(130.35km) in total 411.99km. 

Third leg: Perth (0600)-Perth (2115), 
Monday September 20, 13 stages 
(240.95km) in total 882.89km. 

Fourth leg: Perth (0600)-Perth (1200), 
Tuesday September 21, four stages 
(87.52km) in total 87.52km. 


LEADING ENTRIES 


Ap Sainz) MOA sate. cs tas tase 2 Lancia HF Integrate 
2 Biasion/Siviero................... Ford Escort Cosworth 
3 Auriol/Occelli ................. Toyota Celica Turbo 4WD 
4 Vatanen/Berglund .................+2+ Subaru Legacy RS 
5 Delecour/Grataloup.............. Ford Escort Cosworth 
6 Kankkunen/Grist............ Toyota Celica Turbo 4WD 
7 McRae/Ringer ...........---..-sees Subaru Legacy RS 
8 Dunkerton/Gocentas .......... Mitsubishi Lancer RS-E 
9 Bourne/Freeth..................0 Subaru Legacy RS 
10 Fiorio/Brambilla................... .....Lancia HF Integrale 
11 Recalde/Christie............... Lancia HF Integrale (N) 
12) Haider/Wendel®..2.:.:...2..:.--.-...--+ Audi S2 Quattro 
13 Ordynski/Stacey.......... Mitsubishi Lancer RS-E (N) 
14 Fujimoto/Ichino............ Mitsubishi Lancer RS-E (N) 
15 Herridge/Horsley................. Subaru Legacy RS (N) 
16 Buffum/Grimshaw ......0.0... cesses Honda Civic 
17 Challis/Van der StraatenFord Escort Cosworth (N) 
18 Bates/Taylor..............0 Toyota Celica Turbo 4WD 
1 GHHOY/ GOOG eo oo estate sess ancanne Nissan Sunny GTiR 
20 Alexander/Gleeson.............- Mitsubishi Galant VR-4 
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aaa Snyers ~— Belgian champion 
Snyers wraps up 


Belgian crown with 
Flanders victory 


Patrick Snyers stormed to victory 
on last weekend’s Tour of 
Flanders and has now clinched 
the Belgian Rally Championship 
with two rounds still to run. 

Snyers should now be able to 
contest the San Remo Rally in 
his RAS Sport Escort after some 
useful tyre testing exercises at 
the weekend. 

The Belgian Formula 2 title fell 
to the crowd’s favourite, Bruno 
Thiry, in the Tim Ashton Astra. 


Cullen set to clinch 
Irish Group N 
championship title 


James Cullen is hoping to wrap 
up the Dunlop Tarmac 
Championship Group N crown 
this week on the Manx Rally 
which started yesterday 
(Wednesday, preview last week). 

The overall title has gone to 
Bertie Fisher but Cullen needs 
only a few more points to put 
Campbell Adams out of the 
equation and, possibly, move up 
to second in the overall points. 

Cullen is driving an SBG Sport 
Escort Cosworth. 


@ The 1994 Safari Rally should feature a 
shorter route to help reduce servicing costs. 
The organisers are still seeking a sponsor 
for the Easter event, planned for March 


| 31-April 4. 


@ Carl Merrill was uncatchable in his 
Escort Cosworth on the Highlands Rally, the 
fifth round of the Canadian Rally 
Championship, but the series is lead by Tom 
McGeer’s Subaru from the Eagle Talon of 
Yves Barbe. There are two rounds to run. 


@ Toyota Team Europe had a scare last 
week when workmen on the extension to 
Toyota’s Cologne premises dug up an 
unexploded World War Il bomb... 
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COMMENT 


he dangers of seafront sprinting were underlined 
by Simon Law’s fatal accident during 
Saturday’s Brighton Speed Trials. The time 
has come for these events — thinly veiled 
drag races — to be strictly controlled, and 
axed from the RAC MSA British Sprint series. 

Warning bells have sounded for years, yet have gone 
unheeded. Adrian Moores and Don Wood survived 
enormous accidents at the finish of Brighton’s half-mile 
course in ’89 and ’92, while Roy Woodhouse and David 
Render miraculously escaped injury in shunts on 
Weston-Super-Mare’s half-kilometre run in ‘90 and ’92. 

Like Law, all were experienced in handling big cars. 
Many competitors are not, but stone walls and lamp 
posts which line road courses do not discriminate. it is 
no coincidence that so few single-seater drivers now 
enter seafront sprints. Those who choose to compete go 
knowing the risks, most to chase championship points. 

After the tragedy, Brighton & Hove MC shortened the 
course, and continued as was the wish of Law’s family. 
In trimming the top speeds of the fastest single-seaters 
by 20mph, cutting out the narrow section of road, and 
enabling competitors to brake before the right-hand kink 
(where the surface deteriorates), the club was able to 
run a safer and arguably more spectacular event. 

Its action compressed the -runs so that the 20,000 
spectators could see both the start and the finish, and 
made the competition closer. Their reaction to road cars 
covering the course in under 11 seconds was as great 
as that when winner John Gray recorded 8.90s! 

The Brighton Speed Trials has been an institution 
since 1905. For many, it is the highlight of the club 
motorsport year. By removing it from the British Sprint 
Championship, restricting entry to production and sports 
libre cars, and running it over 440yd, it could survive as 
a more pleasurable experience for everybody. 


A JOB FOR SENNA? 


If anyone should be unsure of a 
job for next season it should be 
Ayrton Senna, not Damon Hill. 

What a dreadful performance 
Senna gave at Monza, reminding 
us all what an arrogant man he 
can be. 

After creating havoc at the 
first corner, then shunting 
Martin Brundle’s car, I was not 
disappointed that he retired. 

Hill showed us how superbly 
he can race, claiming his third 
successive victory. Surely he will 
not be denied a place with the 
Williams team in 1994? 

Joanna Morrison 
Edinburgh 


LYNCH MOB 


Starting with the ‘argy bargy’ 
between Senna and Hill at the 
first corner at Monza, Damon 
showed us all his will to win, 
his skill, guts and determination 
and his maturity as a top class 
Formula 1 racing driver. 

If Williams does not contract 
him for next season — and soon 
— not only will the likes of 
Benetton be courting him, but 
there may well be as lynching in 
deepest Oxfordshire! 

Caroline Taylor 
Bracknell, Berkshire 


PIE IN THE SKY 


Damon Hill should not be too 
concerned about his job at 
Williams-Renault. It is pie in the 
sky to believe that Ayrton Senna 
and Alain Prost will ever drive in 
the same team. 

Prost may say he would not 
object for 1994, but that is just 
‘Prost speak’ — easy to say when 
he knows it is never going to 
happen. 

The twist has to be whether 
Renault agrees to supply 
Benetton. If that happens, the 
Williams-Renault line-up must 


Ten years ago this week 
(AUTOSPORT, September 
15, 1983), a dominant 
Nelson Piguet whittled 
away more of Alain 
Prost’s championship 
points lead with a win at 
Monza. He cruised home 
to an easy victory and 
even ran with his turbo a 
boost pressure turned 
down while still toying 
with the opposition. 

Andrea de Cesaris tried a tate braking 
manoeuvre on Patrick Tambay’s Ferrari, but 
failed to get through. The Italian’s Alfa spun 
into the gearbox of the Ferrari and Alain 
Prost massively flat-spotted his tyres trying 
to avoid. them. The Frenchman eventually 
retired with turbo failure. 

Steve Soper and Rene Metge scored a 
walkover victory driving a Rover Vitesse in 


Alocked up de Cesaris slides into the back of Tambay’s Ferrari 


the TT at Silverstone. Tom Walkinshaw and 
Chuck Nicholson were quickest in qualifying 
driving an XJS, but a wet start to the race 
put the Jaguars off the pace. 

The Ayrton Senna versus Martin Brundle 
Formula 3 battle continued at Oulton Park. 
The Englishman led from flag to flag, while 
Senna damaged his car going over the kerbs 
in an attempt to get past. 
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surely take on a different 
structure. It would be pure folly 
to retain the cosy Prost/Hill 
team, yet it is not Hill’s seat 
which: is in question, but Prost’s. 

Prost and Hill have been 
driving away from the 
opposition this season, but if 
Benetton gets a supply of 
Renault engines, Prost will never 
be able to hold Michael 
Schumacher and, therefore, 
neither will Hill. 

Hill is a natural number two, 
but Frank Williams will need 
Senna in order to take the fight 
to Schumacher. 

It may be cosy now, but when 
there is some genuine 
opposition, Senna becomes a 
priority. 

MA Harrison 
Worcester 


GIZAJOB 


I understand the Williams team 
is uncomfortable because its 
second driver, specially selected 
because he was new to Formula 
1 and unlikely to be much good, 
is going as quickly as the 
number one driver who is 
supposed to be an all-time great. 

If not for Silverstone and 
Hockenheim, there would 
probably be only five points 
between them in the 
championship. 

I have all the suitable 
qualifications to ensure that 
peace breaks out in the camp. I 
have driven my Vauxhall Astra at 
nearly 7Omph although it was a 
little downhill, but then the 
wipers were working. 

I am very experienced 
mechanically and once changed 
a tyre in 1972. I regularly fill the 
washer bottle, I am very loyal, 
would obey team ordets. 

However, as my car is 
automatic, I haven’t stalled the 
engine. Does this rule me out? 
Bob Gardiner 
Kirkbymoorside, Yorkshire 


es 
, bed 


Twenty years ago this 
week (AUTOSPORT, 
September 13, 1973), 
Stewart clinched the World 
Championship with a 
hard-won fourth place at 
Monza. Suffering from a 
headache from cholera 
immunisation and pains 
across his chest from an 
influenza injection his 


Lema oma 


prospects were not looking #Themassive bonnet of John Dodd’s Merlin-engined car 


bright. 

In addition he was slow in practice, 
dropped a valve on his race engine in the 
warm-up and had a puncture in the early 
part of the race. But, after rejoining well 
down the field, he put in an inspired drive 
to climb to fourth place, good enough to win 
the title. 

A Chevron one-two-three was headed by 
Peter Gethin in the Gold Cup at Oulton Park. 


This year the race was run for Formula 
5000 cars. lan Ashley initially took the lead 
but a stiff gearchange wore out his arm and 
he slipped to fifth. 

The Brighton Speed Trials produced the 
usual varied range of machinery. Probably 
the most popular car in the event was John 
Dodd’s immaculate road-going 27-litre 
Rolls-Royce engined car. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


DO YOU KNOb), | REALLY THOUGHT. WELL, ALLS NOT LOST — HE CAN 


OOR NIGEL COULD Do IT ~ 1 WAS STILL WIN THE CHAMPIONSHIP. 
SURE HE'D WIN. 


VES, BOT ONLY IF HE CANS 
BEAT KASPAROV ! 
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WHAT A RACE rather than consistently blaming § IndyCars does not produce. Snetterton, not just because it 


someone else or their equipment But that doesn’t mean we was the first time in 28 years 
The television coverage of the when things don’t work out. don’t enjoy it, Gordon. that I have figured so 
Italian Grand Prix at Monza was Michael Steward John Shand prominently in AUTOSPORT. 
a refreshing change from the Bromsgrove, Worcestershire Sydney, Australia There is so much ‘leaning on’ 
normal ‘follow my leader’ and ‘pushing off these days that 


programme. CHIP ON HIS THE WRONG CHOICE I think much of what the sport 


So what if most of the cars is about has been lost. But 
we saw were Italian. We would SHOULD ER By not selecting Gary Ayles for everyone thought our race was 
not normally have been the touring car race at Monza, good, clean and open. 
privileged to see the battle Perhaps if all your readers were the RAC MSA has shown just I grieve to hear of Formula 
between Badoer and Fittipaldi. to pull together we might how out of touch it is with the Ford drivers who go through a 

Surely the ultimate aim of succeed in dislodging the chip motor racing public. whole season talking solely to a 
Formula 1 is entertainment. from Gordon Kirby’s shoulder. Gary has, in the Peugeot, couple of their competitors. We 
Close racing does happen in F1, I should love to read one of shown his undoubted skill and used to have a damned good 
but we don’t normally get the his reports devoid of barbed determination against some of race and then a lot of fun. 
chance to see it. comments concerning the the best touring car drivers in Formula 1 has a tremendous 
Ceri Jones relative merits of Formula 1 and _— Europe. He has fought with — fun character in Michael 
Ferndale, Mid Glamorgan what James Hunt used to delight and beaten — the likes of Schumacher and I gather Alain 

in calling ‘domestic America Ravaglia, Giovanardi, Tarquini, Prost is something of a bon 
HONEST JON racing’. Cecotto, Pirro, Nannini and viveur. But Senna’s attitude and 
; I have followed IndyCars for Modena on their home ground, track behaviour leaves a lot to 

Monza highlights? For me it was many years and find it including Monza. be desired. Last weekend’s 
Jonathan Palmer’s remark during immensely entertaining. This Robb Gravett has been display was appalling. 
Sunday Grandstand about his year’s scrap between Paul Tracy — consistent with his excuses, Warwick Banks 
time as team mate to Jean Alesi and Nigel Mansell at New Ayles has been consistent with Bourne, Lincolnshire 
at Tyrrell. Hampshire was a highlight of his results. Let’s at least try and 

His admission that Alesi was the motor racing year. send a winning team to Italy. @ The editor is not bound to agree 
consistently half a second a lap Yet as a series it will always Paul Hill with readers’ opinions. 
faster than him, together with be overshadowed by one that Plymouth, Devon 


his generous assessment of Alesi contains the best drivers in the 


as both a person and a driver, best cars at (mostly) the best THE FUN IS BACK 


said a great deal about Palmer’s tracks. 


Letters for Correspondence should be sent 
to AUTOSPORT Editorial, Haymarket 


own maturity. Granted there are some dull I was gratified to read Andy Specialist Motoring Publications Ltd, 60 

It was refreshing to hear times in F1, but the moments of | Leeder’s report of my ‘titanic Waldegrave Road, Teddington, Middlesex 
someone in Formula 1 admit to high drama provide lifelong struggle’ with John Griffiths at TW11 8LG or faxed to 081-943 5922 
their own personal limitations, memories of a type which the recent MGCC meeting at 


Thirty years ago this week 
(AUTOSPORT, September 
13, 1963), Jim Clark 
became the first Scotsman 
to become World 
Champion by winning the 
Italian Grand Prix at 
Monza. It was his fifth 
championship victory of 
the year and gave him an Eric Thompson. Aston 
unassailable tally of 51 a ; i : que Martin owner, David aoa he pote 

points. Closest rival was § JohnMileshasaspininhis Turner at Crystal Palace Brown, was on hand to Peter Collins driving the Aston Martin DB3S to a win at Dundrod 


Forty years ago this week 
(AUTOSPORT, September 
11, 1953), a green cover 
signified success for the 
Aston Martin team in the 
TT at Dundrod. Peter 
Collins and Pat Griffith led 
a one-two for the marque 
ahead of Reg Parnell and 


Sats 


Richie Ginther with 24. see his cars win. 
Crystal Palace was the venue for a varied § Meanwhile a battle royal raged between the Stirling Moss put in a ‘gallant effort’ for Despite all this power, he failed to beat 
meeting organised by the BRSCC. Brian Hart Turner-Fords of John Miles and Ken fourth place to give Jaguar a one-point lead Raymond May’s course record of 23.86s. 
did all he could in his Lotus 22 to get past Mackenzie, which was eventually resolved in over Ferrari in the championship. An even bigger monster, but less 
Roy Pike’s Gemini Mk4A in the Formula favour of the former by 0.8s. A varied array of machinery tested their effective, was the ‘Swandean Spitfire Special’ 
Junior race. But, although they were never The RAC announced that a crash barrier mettle at Madeira Drive for the Brighton that carried its 27-litre Merlin engine up 
more than a second apart, he could do no would now be compulsory between the pit Speed Trials. BTD of 24.55s went to Ted front between two massive chassis members 
better than finish as runner-up. area and the track at racing circuits. This Lloyd-Jones’s ‘Triangle Flying Saucer’, a driving all four wheels. Sadly, its AEC bus 
The GT race was won by Dick Protheroe superceded the previous requirement of a Daimler Scout car chassis powered by a gearbox was not up to the job and only 
in his Lightweight E-type Jaguar, CUT 7. yellow line between the two. 21-litre Rolls-Royce Kestrel aero engine. second gear was left by the end of the day. 
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ENTERTAINING THE TIFOSI 


BY NIGEL ROEBUCK 


FIFTH 
COLUMN 


Some things 
never change 


t the foot of the 
McLaren press 
release last Friday, 
there was a 
cryptic line from 
Ron Dennis, 
suggesting that it 
was no surprise to 
find the Ferraris so quick on the 
first practice day at Monza. 


His message wasn’t lost on us. . 


Over time Ferrari’s Monza 
qualifying pace, particularly on 
the opening day, has been a 
source of much irreverent 
humour in the Formula 1 
paddock. 

‘Wait until Sunday,’ one team 
owner smiled. “They’ll have to 
go back to the three-point-five 
engines for the race...’ 

‘T see the old jungle juice is 
out again,’ another murmured. 

I should stress that the 
remarks were made in good 
humour, for the subject of 
Ferrari at Monza has always lent 
itself to healthy cynicism. And 
an unavoidable truth is that a 
good showing by the red cars in 
qualifying scarcely hurts the gate 
on Sunday morning. 

In the days before such as 
Olivetti, Longines or Heuer were 
involved in the timing of the 
cars’ qualifying laps, a measure 
of free interpretation could be 
applied. When practice was all 
done for the 1971 Italian Grand 
Prix, the commentator 
breathlessly announced that 
Jacky Ickx was on the pole in 
a... you guessed it. The local 
journalists wrote their stories, 
and the papers went to press. In 
the morning most of Milan saw 
the headlines, and most of Milan 
headed for Monza. 

There disappointment awaited. 
Amazingly, came the message 
over the PA, at some point 
during the previous evening a 
faster time for Chris Amon had 


come to light: it would be a 
Matra on pole position, and not 
a Ferrari. Sorry... 

In fact, this mattered little 
when it came to start time. The 
front row moved off when the 
flag fell, but by this time Clay 
Regazzoni, from the fourth row, 
was in second gear, at least, and 
motoring strongly away towards 
the Curva Grande. Gianclaudio, 
come what may, was going to 
lead past the pits at the end of 
the first lap, and so he did. By a 
considerable distance. 

Clearly, all the stewards that 
day were either senile, blindfold, 
or looking the other way, for 
not a one noticed that Clay’s 
Italian Grand Prix had begun 
rather earlier than anyone else’s. 
And perhaps they were still on 
duty last Sunday, for Jean Alesi 
was distinctly on the move 
before the rest, if rather less 
blatantly than Regazzoni. 

He would be churlish who 
took this sort of thing too 
seriously, who protested, or 
even thought of it. Monza has 
always been a place of passion 
and theatre, F1’s lone weekend 
of joyful excess. Alesi did not 
lead the first lap on Sunday, 
but he came by behind only 
Prost, and the tifosi, so long 
starved of racing pride, went 
into passing delirium. 

They are emotional about 
Grand Prix racing at Monza — it 
was not by chance they so 
loudly applauded one called 
Andretti last weekend — and this 
is one of the place’s great 
pleasures. The realistic among 
them well knew that Alesi and 
Gerhard Berger would not be 
seriously troubling the Williams- 
Renaults, but still there could be 
glory in a single moment, and 
Jean gave it to them. 

He has become a true figure 
of reverence for the Italians, 


The Italians love 
aman who 
saves his pomp 
for the cockpit. 
This was 
Villeneuve, and 
this is Alesi 


perhaps the most natural and 
intense of their heroes since 
Villeneuve. Nor is it any 
surprise that Gilles was Alesi’s 
own hero, the driver with 
whom he most closely identifies. 
It was for this reason that, in 
1992, Jean made a point of 
requesting number 27, rather 
than the 28 he had carried 
through the previous season. 
There is much of Villeneuve in 
Alesi. He, too, is a small fellow, 
calm and quiet and wry out of 
the car, yet of absolute 
commitment and passion within 
it. He, too, has a natural 
integrity, and is immensely 
popular with his peers. If Jean 
has a weakness — if so it may be 
called — it is that he, like Gilles, 
does not merely drive for 
Ferrari, but is in love with 
everything to do with the name. 
In time this could cost him 
dear. Already he has gone four 
Grand Prix seasons without a 


Alesi sends the tifosiwild as he greets them from the rostrum. He is a new Villeneuve to them 


victory, an absurdity for one of 
his talent, and many doubted the 
wisdom of his decision, in June, 
to re-sign for Ferrari for another 
two years. It is no secret that 
such as Frank Williams and 
Tom Walkinshaw hold him in 
very high regard, and he cannot 
want for offers — offers which, 
on the face of it, would give 
him greater opportunities to 
achieve those things warranted 
by his ability. 

Last December I was down 
one day at Williams, 
interviewing the proprietor. As 
we talked, someone came in 
with a box, containing half a 
dozen bottles of champagne. 
There was a card with it, and 
clearly Frank was touched by 
the message. ‘I’m lost for 
words,’ he said. ‘It’s a Christmas 
present from Jean Alesi. The first 
present I’ve ever had from a 
racing driver — and he doesn’t 
even drive for me...’ 

Alesi is a shy man, but a 
friendly and polite one. At the 
same time, though, he 
emphatically speaks his mind. 
His column, in the French 
magazine Autohebdo, is far and 
away the best driver’s column I 
have ever read, because it never 
falls into PR blandness, the trap 
of so many others. If he hugely 
admires Senna the driver, for 
example, so he scarcely conceals 
a dislike of the man. As wjth 
Villeneuve, one always has the 
impression that he says what 
he thinks, without much fear of 
the consequences. 

I had a stroke of luck as I left 
the paddock last Saturday 
evening. Outside the gates there 
is invariably a clamour, for the 
fans know their heroes will 
likely leave from this exit, and 
their patience is inexhaustible. 
Getting through them is not the 
work of a moment. 

As we arrived at the gates, 
though, so also did a white Fiat 
Uno, with a single occupant. 
They had waited hours for him, 
and they mobbed the car, 
beating on its roof and sides, 
chanting his name. Wisely, Alesi 
had the windows up, and I’m 
sure also that all the doors were 
locked. He waved to them as he 
edged the car out, and they 
followed him. 

On Sunday afternoon he did 
the same, only this time there 
was a Ferrari flag in his hand, 
and he was in the Fl car, 
making his way down pitlane, 
the race done. With every 
crystal glass blip of the throttle, 
they went into greater ecstasy. 
Then he got clear, and briefly 
gave the car full power. Some of 
them, like me, will remember 
that moment for ever. 

The Italians love a man who 
saves his pomp for the cockpit. 
This was Villeneuve, and this 
is Alesi. Who cares that he 
jumped the start a touch on 
Sunday? Not I... @ 
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in hot 
‘pursurt 


A first lap clash left Damon Hill to fight his way 
back up through the field from ninth place to score 


his third win in a row 


lain Prost’s bad luck 
was Damon Hill’s 
good on Sunday. 
At the first corner 
Damon was 
involved in a 
coming-together . 
with Ayrton Senna, 
and he completed the opening 
lap in ninth place. Thereafter, he 
picked off those ahead, and after 
the tyre stops began to close on 
Prost, who had slackened his 
pace. When the leading 
Williams-Renault’s engine blew, 
the second car came through for 
victory number three. 

Prost had been within four 
laps of the World Championship 
when his engine expired. ‘No 
warning at all,’ he said. ‘I was 
cruising for a lot of the race, 
trying to give the engine an easy 
time, yet today I had my first 
engine problem of the season. 
Sometimes that’s the way it 
goes.’ 

While there is little likelihood 
of Prost’s losing the World 
Championship, both Senna and 
Hill could take it. Ayrton’s hopes 
were scarcely raised at Monza; 
after the initial fracas with 
Damon, he later hit the back of 
Brundle’s Ligier, while adjusting 
his car’s brake balance. 

McLaren’s day was saved by 
Michael Andretti, who drove a 
marvellous race to third place, 
and was much moved to make 
the podium at Monza, where the 
Andretti love affair with motor 
racing first began. 

As for Ferrari’s fanatical fans, 
the tifosi; well, they went home 
in joy. If a Ferrari victory was 
never truly on the cards, Jean 
Alesi gave them cause for hope 
all weekend, qualifying 
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spectacularly, then driving 
beautifully on race day. Second 
place perhaps flattered the car, 
but emphatically not the driver. 
Of incident there was plenty 
over the Monza weekend. The 
final qualifying session finished 
with an accident involving both 
the Ferraris, and at the end of 
the race, with such as Hill and 
Alesi already on their slowing 
down lap, Fittipaldi’s Minardi 
climbed over Martini’s sister car 
in a rush to the line. Christian’s 
car did a complete mid-air 
somersault, then landed back on 
its wheels. It may be some time 
before the young man is this 
lucky again. He hadn’t a scratch. 


It never ceases to amaze me that 
the Roman Empire existed. 
Organisation has never been an 
Italian strongpoint. 

In fact, disorganisation is part 
of Italy’s peculiar charm and one 
day, no doubt, some latter-day 
Peter Mayle will earn 
horse-choking wedges of lire by 
writing A Year in Palermo. 

The hotel near Monza was 
spectacular. No one had 
remembered to order extra 
supplies to cope with the influx 
of people. Everything on the 
menu was ‘off. The waiters 
shrugged. Sorry. It may be seven 
o’clock in the morning, but we 
have no bread for breakfast. 
That’s life. Italians have 
university degrees in shrugging. 

And yet, from such chaos do 
great empires grow, although 
judging by the current political 
and business upheavals in Italy 
this has largely been achieved 
because the rules are either bent 


Marlboro g 


Top: Race winner 
Damon Hill catches 
Alain Prostjust 
hefore Alain’s 


engine blew. Above: 


Jean Alesi had the 
tifosiinrapturesas 
he raced to second 


in all the right places or just 
plain ignored — a bit like the 
local women in fact. 

But, at the same time, the 
famous Latin temperament is 


- never far beneath the surface 


and the average Italian goes 
bananas when he sees a pretty 


girl, a traffic violation or a 
Ferrari F1 car. 

There is a place in all Italian 
hearts for Ferraris, particularly 
when they race on the hallowed 
tarmac of the Autodromo 
Nazionale at Monza. 

As everyone knows, the 


Michael Andretti 
fought through to 
third place aftera 
doughty drive from 
the rear of the field 
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Ferrari fans are called the tifosi 
and there is a school of thought 
which believes that the word 
comes from the Italian for 
typhus — a frenzied fever. Each 
and every tifoso or tifosa — and 
the latter are a lot nicer to look 
at — comes to races caring only 
for the red cars of Maranello. 
The recent months (you could 
say years if you were being 
vicious) have not been kind to 
the tifosi. This year Ferraris have 
been absolute pigs to drive, but 
at Monza they were suddenly 
transformed into flying pigs. 
Lewis Carroll could have written 
about this performance and the 
book would have rivalled even 
Alice in Wonderland. On Friday 
— and please sit down before 
reading on if you have a dicky 
heart — Jean Alesi was fighting 
for pole position with the 
Williams-Renaults of Alain Prost 
and Damon Hill. Just 12 days 


earlier Jean, who is indisputably 
one of F1’s most courageous, 
parked his F93A at Spa, saying it 
was too dangerous to drive. 

Here was a miracle worthy of 
Lourdes. This sort of thing is all 
very well on the road to 
Damascus, but this was Monza 
and the Fl paddock was 
sceptical. Grand Prix people are 
fond of saying that there are no 
miracles in F1 and, following 
this philosophy, no one really 
believed what they were seeing. 
Each new fast lap from Jean 
Alesi was greeted in the press 
room by howls of laughter. 
Everyone thought that Ferrari 
was cheating and the 
powers-that-be were turning a 
blind eye so the grandstands — 
and they were very empty on 
Friday — would be filled for the 
rest of the weekend. 

FISA and Ferrari tried to 
convince everyone that this was > 
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4 not the case, but no one 
believed them. A sad comment 
on the Fl world perhaps... 

‘The Ferrari performance is 
what you get when you have 
Honda technology, electronic 
throttles, air valves, telescopic 
trumpets, a 3.7-litre engine and 
illegal fuel,’ mumbled an 
embittered engineer from a rival 
team. 

The Ferrari performance thus 
gave the paddock an air of jollity 
which is not normal at Monza, 
for it is usually a frenetic place. 
It is where there is often 
bitterness and rancour as 
everyone wheels and deals for 
next year. The ‘silly season’ has 
begun. 

It is the time of year when the 
big deals are announced. It is 
also the time when Italian team 
bosses get the chance to profile 
for the TV cameras. The tans are 
perfect, every hair is in place, 
and they may even have turned 
up their collars to look really 
cool, but they forget that they 
are not the stars. All they can do 
is stand on the pitwall and try to 
win Oscars — in the finest 
traditions of ex-Ferrari boss 
Cesare Fiorio. 

The real stars at Monza are, 
and always will be, the drivers 
and not the team bosses with 
their briefcases, helicopters and 
bodyguards. 

Bodyguards are a Monza 
speciality and there is something 
gloriously dangerous about the — 
paddock. There are too many 
people wearing suits and too 
many evil-looking young men 
with shifting eyes and bulging 
jackets. Tread on the wrong toe 
and you have the feeling that 
someone might shoot you. In 
the silly season, however, it 
often seems like this is not such 
a bad alternative because sifting 
through the endless pap put out 
by silly folk to disguise their real 
intentions is terminally dull. 

Still, the most sensational 
news at Monza every year is the 
same. The track. It is a place 
which every enthusiast must 
visit once, to trudge along 
leaf-strewn muddy paths, kicking 
conkers, on the way to the 
Lesmos and to see the banking. 

When you are out in the 
woods at Monza, there are no 
crises in Fl. Go to the Lesmos, 
my friends, and you will never 
again call F1 dull. These are 
awesome people in awesome 
machines in an awesome corner. 

Monza is first and foremost an 
engine track. If you have a lot of 
grunt you are competitive. But 
that is not all, because the finer 
points of good handling must 
also be addressed to get the 
optimum lap. If you come into 
the straight with a few extra 
revs in hand, that speed stays 
with you all the way to the next 
corner. 

Such fine-tuning is best 
achieved with experience gained 
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in testing. And, according tc 
Ferrari, it was this which was 
responsible for its performance 
leap. 

Monza is the designated test 
circuit for the Italian teams and 
the lost souls at Sauber, who 
have no Grand Prix track to 
pound around in Switzerland. 
Thus, while the French teams 
have the advantage at 
Magny-Cours and the British 
teams get a head start at 
Silverstone, Monza is where the 
Italians get the chance to be 
impressive. 

The advantages enjoyed by 
Ferrari, Sauber, Scuderia Italia 
and Minardi were increased 
because of the rules which 
restrict the number of laps 
available to each driver. They 
also had a big boost because the 
track was wet and no one was 
able to get down to much 
serious set-up work. Everyone 
else was struggling a little. 

Adding to Ferrari’s advantage 
at Monza was a performance 
leap from the latest Ferrari 
engines which we saw for the 
first time at Spa. There were 
also whispered stories of new 
Agip fuels being homologated by 
FISA. 

The last but the greatest of all 
Ferrari’s advantages is a little 
Frenchman called Jean Alesi, 


who drives at Monza with all 
the courage and conviction of a 
roller-skater on a high wire. No 
wonder the tifosi love him with 
a passion. 

Jean’s pal, Alain Prost, has 
rarely been a tifosi favourite, so 
very few of the spectators on 
Friday morning even noticed 
that the World Championship 
favourite missed 20 minutes of 
the first unofficial session. The 
weather was bad and Alain, who 


ae 


was staying a helicopter ride 
away from the track, up in 
Italian lakeland around Como, 
found his chopper was grounded 
by a low cloud-base. Not even 
the great Prost could drive to 
the track in the time available 
once the helicopter ceased to be 
an option. 

The reason no one noticed 
Prost’s non-appearance was 
because for the first 15 minutes 
of the session no one ventured 


: oie ness 
Higesy rehire 


Sata cane ree ie een SOE 


out of the pitlane, not wishing 
to waste their valuable laps, 
drying the track for everyone 
else. 

Once cars started to appear, it 
was not long before the Ferraris 
were one-two, a tradition on 
Friday mornings at Monza. 

But, as the minutes ticked 
away, Williams rose inexorably 
up the time sheets. Hill was 
fastest from Michael 
Schumacher’s Benetton, dancing 


Clockwise from 
above: Ukyo 
Katayama made 
more of an impact 
than usual. Ayrton 
Senna— still 
frustrated. Damon 
Hill in thought. 
Footwork twins 
Derek Warwick and 
Aguri Suzuki. 
Gerhard Berger’s 
aftermath. Jean 
Alesi excites 

the fans 


boy Alesi, Ayrton Senna’s 
McLaren, Berger’s Ferrari, 
Prost, Martin Brundle’s Ligier 
and so on. 

And Damon had no delusions. 

‘It doesn’t mean very much,’ 
he said. ‘It was just a question 
of being the fastest car out at 
the right moment. The track was 
still very slippery around the 
Lesmo turns where a resurfaced 
section was still wet and 
covered in oil from Karl 
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Wendlinger’s blow-up. There 
was no real chance of a quick 
time.’ 

The weather wasn’t much 
better in the afternoon and Prost 
rushed out when the track was 
clear to establish a lap vaguely 
near the pace. And now began 
Alesi’s challenge for pole. 

It is sad to relate that such a 
virtuoso performance should be 
so overshadowed for Jean really 
was driving beautifully — if a 
little madly. On his first run it 
was not quite enough to beat 
Prost, but with half an hour 
gone, he tipped Prost off the 
top. Alain went out to snatch 
back pole, but he could not beat 
Jean’s time. In the last few 
minutes first Hill and then Prost 
bumped Jean back, although 
Damon lost his chance for pole 
because of an oil leak. Alesi was 
third with Senna fourth, Berger 
fifth and then a troubled 
Schumacher. 

Ferrari had made its impact 
and everyone waited to see 
whether the tifosi would be 
heading for Monza on Saturday 
morning. 

At quarter to seven in the 
morning, we got our answer. A 
storm broke over Monza with a 
crash of thunder of which the 
Red Brigade would have been 
proud. All around the region 
startled F1 folk woke to hear the 
sound of torrential rain. , 
Naturally enough the tifosi red 
brigades did not turn up at the 
track. The morning session, 
conducted as the track dried, 
was once again pretty 
meaningless. And once again Hill 
was fastest and again declared 
the result to be ‘inconclusive’. 

The track was still damp out 
at the Lesmos, so once again it 
was a good quarter of an hour 
before anyone bothered to go 
out, Fl new boy Marco Apicella 
being the first to crack. Even 
then only a few drivers popped 
in and out and it was just before 
the half hour when Hill came 
out to see what could be done. 
His time was a dramatic 
1m21.727s. Pole position. The 
word was out and suddenly the 
pits emptied as everyone tried to 
make the most of the 
conditions. It was time to thread 
the needle through the traffic 
and it was Prost who did the 
best job, with a lap of 
1m21.179s. Hill came closest 
with a 1m21.491s. At one point 
all 26 cars were on the track 
simultaneously and in those final 
frantic minutes there was plenty 
of drama and action. Senna was 
absolutely flat out but the high 
1m22s was his (or rather his 
car’s) limit, Schumacher was 
totally dedicated but barely 
broke out of the 1m23s. 

But St Jean Alesi was still 
going. A string of wild and 
wonderful laps saw him break 
into the 1m21s, 0.807s slower 
than Prost but third on the grid. > 
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4 Jean was celebrating as he 
cruised round the track after the 
chequered flag, waving to the 
crowd as if he was on pole. 

‘As I was coming down to the 
Ascari chicane,’ said Jean, ‘I saw 
Gerhard in my mirrors and 
decided to let him pass on the 
right. I moved to the left.’ 

But Berger had been coming 
much faster than Jean had 
thought and as Jean moved left 
so did Berger. To avoid hitting 
Alesi he swerved left and, 
according to the telemetry hit 
the barriers at 203mph. 

It was a huge impact, the 
Ferrari being literally tossed 
into four or five spins, over 
the sandtrap and into a tyre 
barrier at high speed, causing 
several photographers to dive for 
their lives. 

It was another stunning 
accident, but Berger seemed OK 
and was soon wise-cracking 
about it. 

‘If I had hit Jean I would have 
flown to Milan,’ he said. 

There were some in the 
paddock who remembered 
darker days. 

‘That,’ said Keke Rosberg, 
‘was just like the 
Villeneuve/Mass shunt at Zolder 
in 1982. He’s a very lucky boy.’ 

There was much to be done 
at Ferrari to patch up the 
damaged fleet, but as the local 
journalists 
rushed off once Right: Damoniill 
more to file divesintothe first © 
stories saying chicane, having 
Ferrari was just clawed his way 
competitive, back past Johnny 
you could Herbert for fifth 
almost hear the  Pplaceontheroad. 
tifosi making Below: Prostleads 
sandwiches and Alesiintothe 
dusting off chicaneas hell 
their flags. starts to break out 
They would be _ behind. Sennaand 


at Monza on Hill are aboutto 
Sunday... come into contact 
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They had said from the start that 
Sunday would be fine and warm; 
not to worry about anything that 
may come before. Plenty had 
come before with the huge 
storm on Friday evening, and 
more of the same 24 hours later. 
Clearing the air, they said, 
nothing more. 

They were right. Sunday was 
Monza as Monza always should 
be. There were odd clouds, but 
no threat of rain. 

In the warm-up Prost was 
comfortably fastest, as he had 
been in qualifying. The balance 
of his car wasn’t perfect, he 
said, but not too far away. Hill, 
though, was unhappy with a 
lack of grip through the Lesmos, 
and set only fourth best time, a 
second away from Prost. 

Between the Williams-Renaults 
were Alesi; inspired as ever, and 
Schumacher, who found the 
balance of the Benetton 


conspicuously better than in 
qualifying, and looked to the 
race with some confidence. Fifth 
and seventh were the McLarens 
of Senna and Andretti, 
sandwiching Berger’s Ferrari. 
As at Spa, Prost made a 
splendid start, making sure that 
no one would be close enough 
to cause him possible grief into 
the first chicane. This was his 


12th pole position of the season, 
but only the fifth time he had 
led into the first corner; on 
none of those occasions has he 
gone on to win. 

For now, though, he looked a 
certainty. Alesi had made an 
excellent start — so good, in 
fact, that he began it a little 
before anyone else. No one in 
authority seemed to notice, but 
this was Monza, after all, and 
the car was red. 

Behind Alesi, into the chicane, 
was Hill, but Senna laid claim to 
the same piece of track, and the 
McLaren rode over the Williams, 


Hill dices with 
Berger, Herbert, 
Brundle and Senna 
as he fights back up 
the order. Below left: 
Warwick climbs out 
very early in the 
race... Below right: 
Patrese motors past 
Sennaas the 
Brazilian recovers 
from his firstlap 
clash with Hill 
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which meant a delay for both of 
Prost’s championship rivals. 
Both, however, quickly rejoined, 
apparently undamaged. 

This was only one of three 
accidents at the chicane. The 
Footworks took each other off, 
and, towards the tail of the field, 
Lehto’s Sauber and both the 
Jordans became involved. 

JJ had stalled his engine before 
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the formation lap, and therefore 
had to start from the back of the 
grid. This, he admitted, made 
him very angry, and when the 
light flashed green, he took the 
Sauber over the white line, into 
forbidden territory; when he 
came back out again, the 
accident began. 

Barrichello was understandably 
livid. ‘I was hit from behind so 
hard that the back of my car 
went into the air, and I spun. I 
think it was Lehto who hit me, 
but whoever it was should have 
a big penalty, because everyone 
knows this track starts wide, and 
narrows before the chicane. It’s 
not fair to drive like that.’ 

Within a few seconds of the 
start, therefore, five cars were 
out, and Hill and Senna were 
back in ninth and 10th places. 
Prost, already leading handily, 
looked to have it made. 

Not so Andretti, however. 
Michael made a good start, but 
on lap two spun out of eighth 
place at the second chicane. ‘It 
was my mistake,’ he said, with 
typical candour, ‘but something 
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seemed strange with the car just 


before I spun, and I was worried 


there might be something wrong 
somewhere.’ 

He came in to have new tyres 
fitted, and a lot of grass 
removed from the radiators. 
Then he rejoined, now 21st and 
last. Now began not only 
indubitably the best drive of 
Michael’s Grand Prix career to 
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date, but among the finest of 
the entire season. The 
opportunity was there to do 
what Andretti does best: race. 

Schumacher’s renewed faith in 
his Benetton had not been 
misplaced. By lap three he had 
Alesi’s Ferrari on the ropes, and 
on lap four was into second 
place. This brought an audible 
groan from the grandstands, but 
Jean later said he could do 
nothing to keep the Benetton 
back. Briefly Schumacher 
contained Prost’s lead, at just 
under three seconds, but on lap 
eight Alain picked up his pace a 
little and began to stroke into 
the distance. 

Hill, meantime, was moving 
impressively through the traffic. 
There was an anxious moment 
or two behind Berger, whom 
Damon tracked down from the 
Ascari chicane towards 
Parabolica. When he jinked left, 
so also did Gerhard, but he was 
ready for it, and in a well-judged 
manoeuvre went right of the 
Ferrari, claiming the line — and 
the place — into Parabolica. 

Senna was also progressing, 
albeit, not surprisingly, at a 
lesser rate. On lap nine, though, 
he cannoned into the back of 
Brundle’s Ligier at the second 
chicane. ‘That,’ said Martin, with 
considerable aplomb in the 
circumstances, ‘is what you 
might call a racing incident...’ 

Ayrton was contrite — to’a 
point. The on-car camera footage 
showed that he was fiddling 
with the McLaren’s brake 
balance immediately before the 
accident. ‘The rear of the car,’ 
he said, ‘had been feeling light 
under braking for a while, and 
when I came up to Martin I just 
could not hold the car. I lost it, 
and hit him.’ The severity of the 
impact initially suggested that 
Senna had either lost his brakes, 
or forgotten to press the pedal. 

Berger’s miserable 
weekend concluded on 
lap nine, the Ferrari’s 
active ride system awry, 
but Alesi continued to 
charge along. As he had 
been passed by 
Schumacher, so he 
could do nothing about 
Hill: ‘Because of the 
fuel, you know, we go 
to the start with quite a 
lot more weight than 
the other cars, and so I 
had to be a bit careful 
in the early part of the 
race, to look after the 
tyres and brakes. To 
push harder, I had to wait until 
the fuel load lightened.’ 

As the half-way stage 
approached, Prost’s lead over 
Schumacher fluctuated between 
five and eight seconds, 
depending on traffic. Alain had 
one or two lurid moments, 
notably behind Katayama, who 
was bowling along well in the 
Tyrrell-Yamaha, but seemed to > 


16 September 1993 AUTOSPORT 29 


FIA FORMULA 1 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


4 be paying scant regard to 
anyone else on the circuit. 
Involved in his own battle with 
Martini, the Japanese appeared 
not to notice the 
Williams-Renault looming up 
behind him; Prost wisely backed 
off, awaiting a safer place to 
pass, but on that lap alone lost 
three seconds of his lead. 

Alesi began the significant tyre 
stops on lap 21, rejoining 
without losing his fourth place — 
which became third next time 
around, for Schumacher’s recent 
remarkable finishing record 
ended in dramatically smoky 
fashion out on the circuit. ‘A big 
disappointment,’ he said, 
‘because the car really felt 
perfect, and I didn’t think there 
was much of a gap between 
ourselves and the Williams — I 
even felt there was a chance I 
could win. Then I heard this 
horrible noise from the back of 
the car...’ Engine. 

On lap*26 Prost was in for 
tyres, and everyone held their 
breath. Whenever Alain is 
stationary in a Williams-Renault, 
there is always the suspicion it 
may go on for some time, but 
he was on his way after 8.7s, his 
lead not in jeopardy. Hill 
stopped on the following lap, 
and for an almost identical time. 
When both were up to speed 
once more, the gap between 
them was a little under 20 
seconds, just as it had been 
before. By now Prost had lapped 
all but Hill, Alesi and Patrese. 

At around the 30-lap mark, 
however, Damon began to set a 
succession of new fastest laps, 
and Alain, at the same time, was 
backing off. ‘I was trying to take 
it as easy as possible,’ he said. 
‘T’d cut the revs back by 500-700 
— in fact, I think I was easier on 
the engine than at any race this 
year. The situation was like 
always — whoever was leading — 
with 10 laps to go, would win. I 


_knew Damon was catching me, 


but I wasn’t worried, because it 
was Damon, and not someone 
from another team.’ 

This was not the only point of 
interest in the race, however. 
Badoer and Fittipaldi had been 
locked together almost from the 
start, and continued their lurid 
fight, but many eyes were on 
Andretti, who at last was driving 
like a free spirit — driving like 
himself. After his delay, he had 
climbed to sixth, and was 
closing swiftly on Wendlinger, 
his nemesis early in the season. 
Everyone in the place was 
willing Michael to a good finish. 

By now Monza seemed a 
pretty quiet place, with only 14 
cars still running. Gone were 
such as Herbert, who ran the 
Lotus impressively in the early 
stages, before tangling with 
Berger: ‘My fault — I got past 
Gerhard, then missed the apex 
at Parabolica, got on the 
marbles, and slid off. The car 
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was terrific today, and I should 
have finished on the podium.’ 

Parabolica also claimed 
Blundell. ‘I’d just been in for 
tyres, and for some reason I got 
terminal understeer into the 
corner, got on the grass, and 
clouted the guardrail with my 
left rear wheel. End of story.’ 

By lap 45 Hill was right up 
with Prost, but his succession of 
very quick laps was causing 
consternation among the Renault 
engineers. “Temp — slow’ read 
the board they hung out to him. 
Immediately Damon backed off, 
and for three laps the two cars 
circulated together, preparing 
for a formation finish. 

They didn’t get it. On lap 49 
Prost’s engine massively let go, 
so much so that Hill was 
temporarily almost blinded by 
the oil which spumed from it. 
There had been, Alain said, not 


Above: Hill accepts the applause. Below: Alliot pulls up as Fittipaldi’s wheel rolls by 
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‘| kept my eyes 
open all through 
the accident, 
because | felt 
that if | closed 
them, | might 
never open 
them again...’ 


the slightest indication that 
anything was wrong. ‘Not my 
day,’ he shrugged. ‘ve had 
good luck in some races this 
year, and today it was bad. I 
really wanted to get the 
championship out of the way 
today...’ 

It now remained only for Hill 
to tick off the three-and-a-bit laps 
to the flag, and this he duly did 
without problem. The luckless 
Lamy stopped only three laps 
from the end, however, and he 
deserved much better from an 
impressive Formula 1 debut. 
‘The engine just died,’ he said, 
‘but still I really enjoyed the 
race, and I didn’t have any 
physical problems.’ 

Hill took the flag, now 
growing accustomed to this 
winning business, and then Alesi 
howled over the line, to be 
greeted as if he had won: it is a 
long time since a Ferrari finished 
this well at home, and Jean is 
revered in Italy as no Ferrari 
driver has been since the days of 
Gilles Villeneuve. On his slowing 
down lap he stopped for a flag, 
as Schumacher did at 
Hockenheim. In 1993 second 
place to a Williams-Renault is 
some kind of victory. 

While Damon and Jean waved 
to the crowds, an even happier 
man crossed the line in third 
place. In the late stages of the 
race Andretti dealt incisively not 
only with Wendlinger, but also 
with Patrese, overtaking them in 
the manner which brought him 
so much so success in Indycars, 
which encouraged Ron Dennis 
to sign him in the first place. 
Andretti Sr has always 
maintained that what Michael 
needed was a podium finish — 
even a lucky one — to give his 
confidence the boost it needed, 
to allow the real driver to show 
through. This should have been 
it; there was nothing tentative 
about Andretti at Monza. 

Nothing tentative either, about 
Fittipaldi’s attempt to pass 
Minardi team mate Martini on 
the run up to the flag. Pierluigi 
said he felt a slight nudge to the 
rear of his car, nothing more, 
but in an instant Christian’s car 
was into a terrifying somersault 
at around 190mph. Somehow 
the Minardi, having done a 
complete back flip, landed back 
eventually on its wheels, ever 
continuing on down the road, 
albeit in somewhat derelict 
condition. ‘It felt like an hour in 
the air,’ Fittipaldi said. ‘I kept 
my eyes open all the way 
through the accident, because 
somehow I felt that if I closed 
them, I might never open them 
again...’ This was more than 
mere good fortune. 

‘After I won in Budapest,’ Hill 
said, ‘Frank Williams told me I’d 
probably win the next few 
races, and I thought it was just a 
nice thing to say. Now ’'m 
starting to believe him...’ @ 
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OF Hill 
Williams-Renault 


Fastest on Friday morning but beaten into 
second by Prost in the afternoon, having had 
to abort his second qualifying run with an oil 
leak. Fastest again on Saturday morning but 
complained of traffic in the afternoon session 
and second on the grid. Collided with Senna at 
the first corner and then hit by Berger as he 
rejoined. Was ninth at the end of the first lap 
but moved quickly up to run second to Prost 
on fap 22. Pitted for tyres on lap 27 and. 
rejoined second. Caught Prost on Jap 46 and 
was then instructed to slow down because of 
an overheating engine. Took the lead when 
Prost retired. 


Ei Prost 
Williams-Renault 


Not very happy with the handling of his car. 
Missed 20 minutes of Friday’s morming session 
because the cloud was too low to allow him to 
fly by helicopter from his hotel to the track. 
Felt his car was jumping too much under 
braking during practice. Second to Hill in both 
free sessions, but was fastest in official 
qualifying on Friday and Saturday to take his 


| 12th pole position of the year. Led from the 
| start and controlled the race until his engine 


blew on lap 49 of 53. 


Ei Katayama 
Tyrrell-Yamaha 


Had to use his spare car on Friday after his 
planned race car was found to have an 
electrical fault on Thursday. The spare was 
fitted with an older F-spec Yamaha engine. Had 
two spins on Friday morning and was only 
22nd quickest in the afternoon. Switched to his 
race car for Saturday and improved to 17th on 
the grid, despite clutch problems. Escaped the 


| Carnage on the first lap, and ran as high as 
| seventh during the pitstop sequence. Had a 


slow puncture, probably as a result of the 
first lap incidents, and had to pit on laps 26, 
40 and 41 to repair suspension damage. 
Finished 14th. 


Zi De Cesaris 
Tyrrell-Yamaha 


Eleventh fastest on. Friday morning and an 
encouraging 14th on the overnight grid, 
without any undue drama. Slipped back to 
18th on the grid on Saturday when his traction 
control system failed. Suffered a rear active 
failure after three laps. The rear was switched 
to passive form but the handling was ierribie. 
Finished 13th. 


Gi Schumacher 
Benetton-Ford 


Struggling to find a balance on Friday and was 
a lowly sixth on the overnight grid, complaining 
of particular problems in the first Lesmo. 
Things improved a little on Saturday, but 
Michael was still a disappointed fifth on the 
grid at the end of qualifying. Ran third at the 
end of the first lap, passing Alesi for second 

on lap four. Retired on lap 22 when his engine 
failed. 


(i Patrese 
Benetton-Ford 


Had similar handling problems to Schumacher 
and ended up a disastrous 18th on the 
overnight grid. Improved to 10th on Saturday. 
Decided to race the spare car and made a 
good start, running fourth before his tyre stop 
on lap 25. Pitted again on lap 39 thinking he 
had a puneture, but it was an active 
suspension problem and he struggled to bring 
his car home fifth. 


Ed Andretti 
McLaren-Ford 


Ran with Ford Series Vill HB on Friday 
morning, but this was over-rewved and 
changed for an older engine in the afternoon 
when Michael qualified 12th. Stayed with a 
Series Vil on Saturday morning but switched to 


‘the VIll in the afternoon when he qualified an 


encouraging ninth. Made a mistake on the 

second lap and went off and had to pit for new 
tyres. Rejoined 21st and drove a storming race 
to finish third, pitting on lap 14 for more tyres. 


Ei Senna 
McLaren-Ford 


Stayed with Series Vill engines throughout 
qualifying, and was fourth in both Friday 


sessions. Was fourth again on Saturday 
afternoon. Collided with Hill at the first corner 
and was 10th at the end of the first lap. Moved 
up to eighth but ran into Brundle at the Ascari 
chicane on fap nine. 


EH) Warwick 
Footwork-Mugen 


Felt that his car was good, but complained that 
there was not enough power in relation to the 
bigger and newer engines. Ninth on Friday’s 
provisional grid and 11th on Saturday. Collided 
with team mate Suzuki and retired at the first 
corner. 


MH Suzuki 
Footwork-Mugen 


Ninth fastest on Friday morning, but suffered 
bad braking problems in the afternoon and was 
a miserable 19th overnight. This was solved on 
Saturday when he qualified eighth on the grid. 
Collided with Warwick at the first corner and 
retired. 


i Lamy 
Lotus-Ford 


Replacing the recovering Alessandro Zanardi, 
but had trouble adapting to Formula 1 brakes 
and grip. A promising 15th on Friday morning 


MCLAREN AERODYNAMICS 


but spun off in the afternoon and was 24th 
overnight. Struggled with handling on Saturday 
and slipped back to 26th on the grid. Drove a 
steady race without mistakes and without 
pitstops to run ninth, but suffered engine 
failure on lap 50. 


[ Herbert 
Lotus-Ford 


Not very happy with the balance of his car, 
which Jed fo him spin into a sandtrap on Friday 
afternoon. Despite this he was an encouraging 
13th on the grid, even though he had a 
sizeable power disadvantage in comparison to 
the other top engines. Ran fifth early on but 
pushed back to sixth by Hill. Made a mistake 
challenging Berger for fifth on lap 15 and 
crashed heavily at the Parabolica. 


Z Barrichello 
Jordan-Hart 


Had a troubled Friday with a traction-control 
system going on and off at random. Despite 
changing all the electrics the problem could not 
be found and caused Rubens to spin off and 
end up 25th overnight. Switched to the T-car 
for Saturday and was 13th in the morning. In 
the afternoon another electrical problem 
caused delay and Rubens had to content 
himself with 19th on the grid. Hit from behind 
by Lehto on the run down to the first corner. > 


McLarenintroducedanew 
aerodynamic package in an effort 
toimprove handlingin 

high-speed corners. The normal 
sculpted front wing endplates (1) 
now feature an additional air dam 
(arrowed in detail drawing) to 
tidy up the fiow of the air around 
the wheels and radiators. In 
addition there were new vertical 
lips on the top of the rear diffuser 
(2) and the team had anew 

narrow cord rear wing (3) 
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© Apicella 
Jordan-Hart 


Settied in with the 19th fastest time on Friday 
morning, but spun off in the afternoon and 
ended up 26th overnight. Improved to take 
23rd on the grid on Saturday. Spun on the run 
down to the first corner and damaged his 
suspension. 


HH Alliot 
Larrousse-Lamborghini 


Suffered an engine failure on Friday morning, 
but had a new unit fitted for qualifying and he 
was 15th on the provisional grid. Suffered front 
wing damage at the start and had to pit. 
Rejoined and drove a strong second part of the 
race to finish ninth. 


E) Comas 
Larrousse-Lamborghini 


Fifteenth fastest on Friday morning but felt his 
engine was down on power in the afternoon 
and complained of a poor balance and 
qualified only 23rd. Eleventh fastest on 
Saturday morning but had a clutch problem in 
the afternoon and disappointed to be only 20th 
on the grid. Made a bad start because his 
traction control did not work. Hit wreckage in 
the first corner and developed a vibration, but 
charged hard without a pitstop to finish sixth. 


Ei! Aiboreto 
Lola-Ferrari 


Thanks to pre-race testing, the Lola-Ferraris 
were more competitive than normal. Michele 
was 21st in both Friday sessions. Twelfth 
fastest on Saturday morning but 21st again in 
the afternoon because of a wheel rim failure 
which put him off at one point at the Roggia 
chicane. Emerged unscathed from the first lap 
carnage and moved up to run eighth before 
tetiring on lap 24 with suspension failure. 


E} Badoer 
Lola-Ferrari 


Had a gearbox problem on Friday morning and 
slowest in the session, but was 17th fastest in 
the afternoon. Slipped back to 25th on the grid 
on Saturday afternoon after a rear suspension 
failure. Drove a steady race, his job becoming 
easier as the fuel Joad lightened. Fought over 
10th place for many laps with Fittipaldi. Pitted 
on lap 47 because of an imbalance which he 
thought was suspension failure. Rejoined and 
finished 10th. 


E} Fittipaldi 
Minardi-Ford 


No real problems in qualifying, although the 
cars were very down on straightline speed. 
Twentieth fastest in both Friday sessions, but 
slipped to 24th on the grid on Saturday. 
Caught up in the first comer trouble and had to 
pit having flat-spotted his tyres. Spent much of 
the rest of the race battling with Badoer’s Lola, 
which was quicker on the straight. Overtook 
Badoer on lap 43 and closed fast on Martini. 
Ran into the back of his team mate just before 


the finish. Looped the foop but emerged 
unscathed as his car landed on its wheels, 
crossing the finish line as it did so. 


Ed Martini 
Minardi-Ford 


No major dramas in qualifying but could do no 
better than 22nd on the grid. Made up a lot of 
places at the start and ran without a pitstop to 
hold sixth for much of the mid-race. As his 
tyres faded he was pushed back to seventh 
place. Hit from behind by Fittipaldi on the 

run to the flag. 


EJ Brundle 
Ligier-Renault 


Seventh fastest on Friday morning and eighth 
on the provisional grid, despite lacking grip in 
the Lesmos. Slipped back to 12th on Saturday 
afternoon, still in trouble in the Lesmos. Made 
up six places on the first lap, but pushed back 
to seventh by Hill. Taken out when hit from 
behind by Senna on lap nine. 


FERRARI'S NEW WING 
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Ligier-Renault 


Tenth fastest on Friday morning, but missed 
his second set of qualifiers at the end of the 
afternoon session and had to make do with 
11th on the overnight grid. Slipped back to 
14th on Saturday. Had moved to sixth when he 
pitted for tyres on lap 19. Rejoined but went 
off two laps later, glancing the barriers at high 
speed on the way on to the main straight. 
Retired with a puncture. 


Ed Alesi 
Ferrari 


Confident of doing well after all the recent 
testing work and was quickly setting startling 
times. Third fastest in both Friday sessions and 
only 0.4s behind Prost’s Friday pole time 
(using the new four-valve engine in the 
afternoon). Second quickest on Saturday 
morning, but third again in the afternoon, albeit 
0.8s slower than Prost. After the chequered 
flag a misunderstanding between Alesi and 


SAUBER’S NEW ENGINE 
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The new Sauber V10 engine was debuted at Monza, with Karl Wendlinger finishing fourth 
using one of the Iimor-designed units. The new engineis lighter, shorter, narrower and 
lower than the old Iimor V10 and its design meant that the team had to build a new gearboxto 


cope with the engine being lower in the chassis 


Ferrari arrived at Monza 
with the additional rear 
diffuser section, which 
was introducedin 
Belgium, and with anew 
wing designed for fast 
circuits. This wing hada 
narrow cord and three 
planes and is mountedon 
asmaller than usual 


support 


team mate Berger caused the Austrian to have 
a big accident at the Ascari chicane. Ran 
second from the start, but was pushed to third 
by Schumacher on lap four and to fourth by 
Hill on lap 10. Pitted on lap 21 and then ran 
third until Prost retired on lap 49. Delighted to 
finish second. 


E}) Berger 
Ferrari 


Still suffering problems with his elbow, which 
caused him to have a slight fever alf weekend. 
Fifth fastest on Friday, but slowed after 
damaging his undertray in an off-track 
moment. On Saturday he was pushed back to 
sixth on the grid and crashed heavily after the 
chequered flag after a misunderstanding with 
Alesi. Made a great start and ran fourth before 
Hill pushed him back to fifth. Retired on lap 15 
with an active suspension problem. 


E) Wendlinger 
Sauber 


Using the new Sauber V10 engine, Karl 
suffered an engine failure on Friday morning 
but was 10th fastest in the afternoon session, 
despite complaining of traffic problems. Slipped 
back to 15th on the grid on Saturday, once 
again complaining about bad traffic. Moved 
quickly into the top 10 after the start, avoiding 
the mayhem at the first corner. Pitted on lap 
17 for new tyres and then ran fifth until he 
forced his way to fourth on lap 42. Pushed 
back fo fifth by Andretti but moved back to 
fourth when Prost retired. 


EJ Lehto 
Sauber 


An impressive showing on Friday with the 
eighth fastest time in the morning session and 
seventh in the afternoon, despite a slight traffic 
problem. On Saturday he had gearbox troubles 
and slipped back to 13th on the grid. His 
engine stalled at the start of the formation lap 
and he had to start at the tail of the field. Spun 
in the accident on the way to the first corner 
and retired on the spot. 


gw Joe Saward 
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September 12, 1993 

FIA Formula 1 World Championship, round 13 
Pioneer Italian Grand Prix 

Circuit: Monza 


Winner: Damon Hill 
Williams-Renault FW15C 
148.597mph 

Previous result: 

Nigel Mansell 
Williams-Renault FW14, 
147.109mph 

Fastest lap: Hill 
1m23.575s, 155.241mph 
(record) 


Above: The 
larger parts of 
Berger’s Ferrari 
are carried 
home after his 
massive crash 
in qualifying. 
Right: Tifosi 
keptat bay. 
Below: Denis 
Jenkinsonand 
Murray Walker 


Number of laps: 53 laps of a 3.6-mile circuit 
Weather: Hot, sunny 
Distance: 191.009 miles 


Car Laps  Time/Retirement 
58 vcseecesereeee 1177M07.509s 
1h17m47.521s 


Sonu gTawnas 


Larrousse-Lamborghini LH93 
Minardi-Ford M193 


engine 
engine 
oil pressure 

Katayama 
Alboreto suspension 
engine 
accident 


2 
2 0 
3 27 
4 8 
and Team Lotus 5 5 23 
operations 6 oa 28 = ie 
manager 7 Herbert 12 
PONE 8 Suzuki 10 (2729 
9 Andretti 7 26126 
Radbone 10 Patrese 6 9|.3 1.3 
11 Warwick 9 Z/2I 
12 Brundie 25 24-24 
13 Blundell 26 20120) 
14 Lehto e 30 Hf 
15 Wendlinger 29 22\22. 
16 Alliot 19 23| 
17 Katayama 3 
18 deCesaris 4 [tity | 7 
19 Barichello 14 23/2.3/23/23 4 
20 20k IVP 717 
21 Alboreto 21 (Fi1g 
22 Martini 24 
23 Apichella 15 
24 Fittipaldi 23 
25 Badoer 22 
26 Lamy 11 
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2 
[ Prost 1:21.179 | 
0 
[Hill 1:21.491| 
27 
[ Alesi 1:21.986 | 
8 


‘Senna 1:22.533 


5 
[Schumacher 22.910 | 
Berger 1:23.150 
12 
[Herbert 1:23.769 | 
10 
j Suzuki 1 93,856 


7 


Andretti 1:23.899 | 


Patrese 123.918 


9 
| Warwick 1:24.048 | 
25 
[Brundle 1:24.137| 
30 
| Lehto 1:24.298 | 
__ 26 
[Blundell 1:24.344] 
29 
Wendlingert:24.473 


eae 
Alliot ——1:24.807 


3 
Katayama 1:24.886 | 
4 
De Cesaris 1:24.916 

14 
| Barrichello 1:25.144 | 


No Driver 
@ Damon Hill (GB) 
2 Alain Prost (F) 
3 Ukyo Katayama (J) 
4 Andrea de Cesaris ().. 
5 Michael Schumacher {D) Camel Benetton Ford 
G Riccardo Patrese ()........Camel Benetton Ford 

7 Michael Andretti (USA)... Marlboro McLaren 

8 Ayrton Senna (BR) Marlboro McLaren 

9 Derek Warwick (GB).......Footwork Mugen Honda 


Entrant 


Chassis (spare) 
FW15C/2 (FW15C/9).......E.......... Six-speed semi-auto .............. Magneti-Marelli 


SaOnoagawnr = 


[Comas 1:25.257| 


ai 


FAlboreto  1:25.368 | 


Martini 125.478 


15 
| Apicella 1:25.672 | 
23 
| Fittipaldi 1:25.699| 

22 
| Badoer 1:25 .957 | 
11 


[Lamy —_1:26.324] 


@ Started from rear of grid 


414141414 


10 Aguri Suzuki (J) .... 
11 Pedro Lamy (P).... 
12 Johnny Herbert (GB). 
14 Rubens Barrichello (BR) .Sasol Jordan 
15 Marco Apicella (1) 
19 Philippe Alliot (F)... 
20 Erik Comas {F)....:. 
21 Michele Alboreto (|) 
22 Luca Badoer (I) 

23 Christian Fittipaldi (BR) .. Minardi Team 
24 Pierluigi Martini (1) 
25 Martin Brundle (GB) 
26 Mark Blundell (GB) 
27 Jean Alesi (F)..... 
28 Gerhard Berger (A) 
29 Karl Wendlinger {A} 
30 JJ Lehto (SF) 


Schumacher......... 1:23.888 
Het goss hoes 1:24.298 


Allok erase 4:25.529 
Martini «0.0... 1:25.903 
Badoer............ 1:26.049 
Patrese .. 


Fittipaldi............... 1:26.135 


. Footwork Mugen Honda. 
Oa Castro! Lotus .. 


Sasol Jordan 


Minardi Team 
Ligier Gitanes Blondes 
Ligier Gitanes Blondes 


Schumacher......... : 
B@MGQel...........ccaee : 


Andretti... ccs ‘ 
Patrese..... 
Warwick... 
Brundle... 
Blundell... 


Bartichello............ z 
GOMAS aca c 
Alboreto... 


Apicella................ 1:25.672 
Fittipaldi... 1:25.699 
Badoer..........+-..- 1:25.957 
Eames 4:26.324 


2 waiedikalra 
IZ a 27/27 | 
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—J minus one lap @ Indicates pit stop from which car returned to racr 


M193/2 (M193/1)... 
3839/4 ey) 


Fuel Gearbox 


Plugs 


Electronics Engine 


Renault Vi0 


AE aan Six-speed semi-auto ...... C.....:.. Magneti-Marelli.. 


Saks Six-speed semi-auto ...... 
Beet: Six-speed semi-auto ......C........ 
Soe Six-speed semi-auto ......C ........ 
eet ae Six-speed semi-auto 

Six-speed semi-auto ......N........ 


Six-speed semi-auto .. 5 


> mm < 


mmPS> PSP mmMm YS YP YP 


Wendlinger .......... 1:27.361 
GOMES aeiecercncasee 1:27.517 
Warwick ......-....... 1:27.796 
Brundle... 1:27.801 
BUG esccgaessnces 1.28.014 
Blundell ............... 1:28.124 
Herbert .........200000 1:28.203 
BadOel.......+accesceee 41:28.220 
Fittipaldi............... 1:28.291 
PatreSe .....cscccecseee 1:28.316 
Barrichello ........... 1:28.591 


De Cesatis .......... 1:29.067 
PAN ies sareets yen 2 1:29.193 
Katayama ............ 1:29.756 
Apicella................ 1:31.966 


Magneti-Marelli 


Jo ngneenes 
eereene 


Race 

Warm, sunny 

HilZ Aare 1:23.575 (45) 
PYOStehs00022 4:24.407 (39) 
Alesi............ 4:25.140 (47) 
Schumacher 1:25.969 (21) 
Andretti........ 1:26.380 (46) 
Patrese........ 1:27.309 (31) 
Wendlinger ..1:27.458 (39) 
Alliot............ 1:27.534 (43) 
Senna............1:27.939 (5) 
Fittipaldi ......1:28.082 (46) 
Berger ..........- 1:28.139 (9) 
Comas........ 1:28.192 (39) 


Brundie.......... 1:28.559 (7) 
De Cesaris ..1:28.620 (34) 
Blundell .......1:28.689 (12) 
Martini......... 4:28.907 (43) 
Bante tess 1:29.209 (32) 
Badoer......... 1:29.426 (34) 
Katayama ....1:29.502 (46) 
Alboreto.......1:30.168 (18) 


Honda/Footwork .. 
Honda/Footwork 


.... Cranfield/Cosworth .. 


Cranfi ield/Cosworth .. 


Lamborghini V12 

Lamborghini Vi2 
Ferrari V12 

Magneti-Marelli 

Magneti-Marelli 


Yao Sixeeneed a5 secestccescteses C252 Magneti-Marelli 
SS Six-speed semi-auto ......C 
Romer Six-speed semi-auto 

aes Six-speed semi-auto 

Renee Six-speed semi-auto......C......... 
siege Six-speed semi-auto ...... 

sae Six-speed semi-auto...... 


Fuels: A = Agip, BP = BP, B = Burmah, E = Elf, Sa = Sasol, S = Shell. Plugs: © = Champion, N = NGK, U = Unipart. * = new car 


Magneti-Marelli 
Magneti-Marelli 
Ferrari/Magneti-Marelli 
Ferrari/Magneti-Marelli 


Blundell ..2 
Berger... 
12 Andretti.. 
13 Lehto.... 
Fittipaldi 
Wendlinger . 


Williams 
Benetton .... 
Motaren's 
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INDYCAR’S POWER STRUGGLE 


BY GORDON KIRBY 


Last chance! 


ot to put too fine a 
point on it, in the 
weeks and months 
ahead, the IndyCar 
team owners will 
decide the fate of 
American 
single-seater 
racing. Bill Stokkan’s decision 
last month not to continue as 
IndyCar’s chairman has provided 
the team owners with an 
opportunity to turn Indycar 
tacing into a properly run 
professional sport or forever 
pass on the flame of American 
racing to NASCAR. 

Nigel Mansell’s switch to 
Indycars has created a much 
bigger international audience for 
Indycar racing, but domestically 
in the market where Indycar 
sponsors are most if not 
exclusively concerned, the PPG 
Cup series lags well behind : 
NASCAR. Over the past 20 years 
Indycar racing has gone through 
a series of management crises 
while NASCAR has developed 
steadily and inexorably, 
step-by-step. Today NASCAR 
stands for the American public 
as the definition of automobile 
racing while Indycars and 
Formula 1 struggle for the 
crumbs of market share. 

NASCAR consequently enjoys a 
broader range and larger number 
of sponsors and healthy teams. It 
also has developed an 
unparalleled grass roots reach 
and farm system with almost 
200 tracks across the USA and 
Canada proudly proclaiming 
NASCAR allegiance. Next 
summer’s Brickyard 400 at 
Indianapolis will help propel 
NASCAR to even greater heights 
of respectability with the 
introduction of stock car racing 
to the hallowed Speedway 
standing as a stern message to 
IndyCar to get its act together. 

This means putting a stop to 
the endless run of political 
squabbling which has had as 
damaging an effect on CART and 
IndyCar over the years as it has 
on F1. It means getting down to 
business by establishing a stable 
schedule and domestic TV 
package. Next year for example, 
a number of PPG Cup races will 
be televised a day or two after 
they are run and the Michigan 
or Marlboro 500 will apparently 
be telecast a week later! 


IndyCar also must start 
attracting new sponsors and 
must work much more closely 
with the promoters of each race. 
In the past couple of years at 
virtually every IndyCar race, ve 
heard frustrating complaints 
about the arrogance and 
ineffectiveness of Stokkan’s 


regime and been told stories of a 


sour, confrontational marketing 
man shaking down longtime 
sponsors for more money. 

For these things to change, 
the IndyCar owners must find a 
new chairman with established 
strengths and a sound reputation 
in American sports or business. 
‘A Peter Ueberroth’ is the name 
I’ve heard time and again over 
the years. The former baseball 
commissioner and organiser of 
Los Angeles’s 1984 Olympics 
would clearly have the power to 
open doors and get things done. 

There’s no doubt that 
someone of Ueberroth’s level of 
achievement is required to draw 
the respect of Indycar racing’s 
two most powerful players, 
Roger Penske and Carl Haas. Not 
only have Penske and Haas 
achieved much more in racing 
than any of the other owners, 
but they exert great power and 
influence through their 
businesses as car builders, race 
promoters and, in Penske’s case, 
an engine builder too. 

For years there have been 
grumbles from other team 
owners about Penske and Haas’s 
conflicts of interest and in the 
middle of this latest power 
struggle there’s been more talk 


Above: Tyler 
Alexander 
would be a good 
candidateasa 
future 
right-hand man 
for the new 
IndyCar 
chairman. 
Right: Roger 
Penske (shown 
with Rick 
Mears) remains 
one of the two 
main players on 
the current 
IndyCar board, 
along with Carl 
Haas 


IndyCar’s new 
leader must 
have the respect 
of Penske and 
Haas 


of voting them off the board. I 
agree that Penske and Haas need 
to be watched and contained 
from time to time, but an 
IndyCar board without them 
would be sadly lacking in 
horsepower and business sense. 
Bernie Ecclestone has been 
accused of conflicts of interest 
in F1, while Bill France owns 
three of stock car racing’s best 
tracks as well as running 
NASCAR and is open to the 
same criticism. But because they 
are the strongest, smartest men 
in Fl and NASCAR respectively, 
Ecclestone and France have 


become all-powerful monarchs 
of their pieces of motor racing 
real estate. Indeed, it’s fair to 
ask if Indycar racing would be 
healthier if Penske or Haas had 
run the organisation these many 
years, although both men have 
other interests. 

It’s essential, therefore, that 
IndyCar’s new leader must have 
the track record, business 
acumen and respect of Penske 
and Haas. He must also be 
capable of working comfortably 
with Tony George and the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway, 
which means giving George a 
voting rather than non-voting 
seat on the IndyCar board of 
directors and involving him in a 
more direct way in the 
administration of the spott. 

He must also be able to work 
with each of USAC, the ACCUS 
and the FIA and he must create 
voting seats for both a sponsot’s 
and race promotet’s 
representative. Extending the 
board of directors in this way 
has long been discussed but 
persistently ignored. Given the 
democratic structure of IndyCar 
it surely makes good business 
sense to have a wider range of 
voices on the board, not just 
team owners. 

IndyCar’s new chairman also 
needs a right-hand man with a 
substantial engineering and 
racing background to act as an 
overall operations chief. IndyCar 
has always lacked a man with 
racing experience and 
knowledge to whom the 
chairman can confidently defer 
on technical issues and racing 
matters. In this case I use as an 
example Tyler Alexander who 
has 30 years of experience in 
CanAm, Indycars and F1 and is 
always capable of making tough 
decisions under pressure. 

I’m sure the hairs on the back 
of Tyler’s neck are standing on 
end at the suggestion he take on 
such a job and, in truth, I can’t 
imagine him being interested. 
But IndyCar desperately needs a 
man like him to deal effectively 
with running its racing affairs 
and coping with both the 
technical present and future. 
Included in his brief is the job 
of encouraging rather than 
discouraging new engine 
manufacturers with sensible 
limits on the number of engines 
and cars to be supplied and on 
the proliferation of prototype or 
development engines. 

Most people believe the 
solutions to IndyCar’s problems 
are obvious. The basic package 
is strong and attractive and there 
is what seems to me a 
wonderful agreement with the 
FIA and Indianapolis to expand 
internationally on to three or 
four overseas superspeedways if 
these are ever built. With the 
right chairman and operations 
boss, Indycar racing can enjoy a 
great future. @ 


a 
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igel Mansell might 

6 have had a chance 

of winning the 
IndyCar 
championship on 
Sunday, but 12th 
place and a win 
for Emerson 


Fittipaldi didn’t help his cause. 
Two first-lap incidents forced 
Mansell into the pits for repairs. 


A storming drive followed, but 
he was able to pick up only a 
single point, enabling Fittipaldi 
to pull himself right back into 
championship contention. 
Mansell started from pole, but 


Bitter disappointment for Nigel Mansell and a win for Emerson Fittipaldi after an amid some wheel-banging he 


incident-packed race has thrown the Indycar championship wide open once more pani Tiacy The contact bent 
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one of Mansell’s steering arms 
and a few turns later with the 
field streaming around him on 
either side he lost his nose 
wings when Arie Luyendyk came 
across his bows. After a pitstop 

_ for repairs, Mansell rejoined and 
two hours later he came home 
two laps down in the final 
point-earning position. 

‘I’m so disappointed, like 
everyone on the team,’ 
commented a glum Mansell. ‘I 
drove my heart out for one 
point.’ 

The early laps were dominated 
by Tracy who ran away on his 


own, leaving team mate 
Fittipaldi to battle with Al Unser 
Jr, Scott Goodyear and Raul 
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NIGEL MANSELL 
‘Tracy chopped 
straight across 
the front of me. 

The corner turns 

right and I was 
there. It was my 
corner’ 


The damage 


a has already 


been done as 


Tracy pulls 
clear, having 


Boesel. It looked like Tracy had 
his fifth win of the year in the 
bag but after 20 laps he made a 
mistake as he came up to lap 
Scott Pruett. Tracy locked-up his 
front brakes, bounced over a 
kerb and slid across grass and 
sandtrap before hitting the 
barrier hard. 

This was Tracy’s first mistake 
in three months and he was 
decimated by it. For Fittipaldi, 
however, Tracy’s error and 
Mansell’s troubles gave him the 
chance to revive his flagging 
championship hopes. Forcefully 
fending off a challenge from Al 
Unser Jr, the Brazilian came 
through in style so that with 
two races to go he’s ina 


PPG INDYCAR WORLD SERIES 


position to steal the title from 
Mansell’s grasp. 

Mansell fumed after the race, 
complaining vociferously about 
Tracy squeezing him at the start 
and inferring that it was a 
Penske team ploy to help win 
the championship for Fittipaldi. 


» 


The two works Penskes and 
Mansell’s Newman-Haas Lola 
were expected to fight it out for 
the pole at Mid-Ohio and that’s 
exactly what happened. Tracy 
and Fittipaldi were able to beat 
Mansell on Friday, but the 
following day Mansell came 
through with one his big laps to 
steal the pole, his sixth of the 
year. 

On Friday Mansell made a 
mistake in qualifying, trying too 
hard too early on new tyres. He 
ran wide in the first turn, 
bouncing over the kerb and 
taking to the air. On landing, his 
oil tank was cracked so that 
after a handful of quick, smoky 
laps Mansell’s session came to 
an early end. 

On Saturday he had no such 
problems, but for much of the 
session it looked like Tracy and 
Fittipaldi would keep him off 
the front row. Within a few 
minutes of session’s end, 
however, Mansell produced one 
of his Herculean efforts, carrying 
plenty of speed into the* corners 
to beat Tracy by just over a 
tenth of a second with Fittipaldi 
another 15 hundredths behind. 

Tracy was a little 
disappointed, running out of fuel 
on his final lap and there was 
no question that both Penskes 
looked consistently quicker than 
Mansell. 

There was another half second 
back to Raul Boesel in one of 
Dick Simon’s Lola-Fords and 
Scott Goodyear (Walker 
Lola-Ford) and Al Unser Jr 
(Galles Lola-Chevrolet) who 
shared identical times down to 
the last thousandth of a second. 

Teo Fabi was an impressive 
seventh in the Hall-VDS 
Lola-Chevrolet as was Arie 
Luyendyk in Chip Ganassi’s 
Lola-Ford, both just over a 
second away from Mansell’s pole 
position. 

Others to impress in qualifying 
were Jimmy Vasser and former 
Formula 1 driver Mauricio 
Gugelmin. Vasser qualified his 
year-old Hayhoe Lola-Ford ninth 
ahead of Mario Andretti while 
Gugelmin was 12th on his 
Indycar debut with a Simon 
Lola-Ford. 

No fewer than 31 cars 
practiced at Mid-Ohio which 
meant three of them — Dominic 
Dobson, Ross Bentley and Jeff 
Wood — went home without 
racing, an indication that despite 
its many political problems, 
Indycar racing is on an upswing 
right now. > 
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Mid-Ohio is much like Road 
America. It’s an interesting, 
challenging road circuit with 
almost 40 years of history. Both 
tracks are in green, rolling hills 
and are equally well run and 
maintained, providing the best in 
American road racing. So too 
was Mid-Ohio jammed with 
spectators all three days and 
Michelle Trueman, who runs the 
track these days, was positively 
glowing with delight on Sunday. 
Races at Mid-Ohio are started 
on the backstretch, the longest 
and fastest straight on the 
2.25-mile circuit. The 
straightaway leads into a 
sweeping, climbing esses with a 
distinct banking going into the 
first right-hander. It was here 
that Tracy and Mansell touched. 
Mansell initially got the drop 
on Tracy, but Paul came 
steaming down the outside and 
drove deeper into the corner so 
that he was three-quarters of a 
car length in front as they 
turned in. The steep camber of 
the road encourages drivers to 
make outside passes at this 
point. Tracy took a wide line, 
but Mansell refused to give way 
so that his left front collided 
with Tracy’s right rear. The 
contact was barely recognisable 
with no sign of tyre smoke, but 
it was enough to bend Mansell’s 
left-side steering arm and after 


the race he was livid with Tracy.- 


‘He chopped me,’ exclaimed 
Mansell. ‘It’s very unprofessional, 
isn’t it? He just chopped straight 
across the front of me. The 
corner turns right and I was 
there. It was my corner. 

“What can you say? He just 
took me out. I just hope he 
didn’t do it on purpose. There’s 
nothing else I can say about the 
man,’ he went on. ‘If there’s 
nothing good to say, then say 
nothing. I’m saying nothing.’ 

Commented Tracy: ‘I was 
keying on Nigel at the start of 
the race and as soon as he took 
off on the backstretch, so did I. 
I’ve always been able to take the 
outside line into the esses, so 
based on my starting position, 
that’s what I did. I got ahead of 
Nigel and I guess his left front 
tyre tagged my right rear. I 
didn’t see him after that.’ 

Through the esses and beyond 
Mansell struggled with his 
steering, falling back through the 
closely-packed field. As cars 
swept around him on either 
side, he was clipped by Arie 
Luyendyk’s car. Luyendyk’s rear 
wheels knocked the nose wings 
off Mansell’s car so that he 
limped into the pits for repairs 
to both nose and steering arm. 

Fortunately for Mansell, a 
full-course yellow was called for 
following other opening-lap 
incidents. He rejoined two laps 
down, although he passed the 
pace-car on the way out of the 
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pits and after going round to the 
back of the field he was told he 
would be given a stop-and-go 
penalty on the restart. 

At the front Tracy was in 
control, motoring away from 
Fittipaldi and the rest from the 
restart at more than a second 
per lap. For about five laps 
Fittipaldi found himself under 
pressure from Boesel, Unser, 
Goodyear and Fabi. At least 
twice Emerson blocked Boesel 
mercilessly before beginning to 
pull away on his own. After 20 
laps it was a very comfortable 
Penske one-two with Tracy 15 
seconds ahead of Fittipaldi who 
was six seconds clear of Boesel, 
Unser, Goodyear and Fabi. 

On lap 22, however, Tracy 
misjudged himself as he quickly 
came upon Scott Pruett’s 1991 


Scott Goodyear ran second until overhauled by Robby Gordon near the end. He finished third 


Carnage on the opening lap as Johansson spins in the pack. Grouillard and 
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Lola-Chevrolet. Going into a very 
quick, descending right-hander 
on the backside of the circuit he 
had to tread hard on the brakes 
to avoid hitting Pruett. With his 
fronts locked up, Paul got on to 
the kerb to his right and in a 
flash he was skating across the 
grass and a sandtrap before 
thumping heavily into the tyres. 

‘I started to reel in Pruett and 
my rhythm carried me in much 
deeper,’ Tracy said after a quick 
precautionary trip to the medical 
centre. 

‘He slowed and braked very 
early and with my momentum 
there was nothing I could do 
but lock it up to avoid him. 
Unfortunately, my front wheels 
slid on the wet grass and I went 
into the sand pit and tyre wall. 
My car was perfect today. After 


Buddy Lazier pass by 


such a great start, I feel terrible 
for the crew.’ 

There was another full-course 
yellow to remove Tracy’s car 
from the scene of the accident. 
Before that happened Fabi 
limped into the pits with an 
incurable electrical fault. During 
the yellow everyone made the 
first of two, planned fuel and 
tyre stops with both Unser and 
Goodyear passing Boesel after 
Simon’s team waited an extra 
lap to bring their man in. 

The restart was exciting as 
Goodyear went around the 
outside of Unser in Turn One 
and then tried to go around the 
outside of Fittipaldi at the next 
corner. Foiled by the leader, 
Goodyear tried another outside 
manoeuvre at the end of the 
backstraight only to run too 
wide and allow Unser to get 
inside him going over the brow 
of the left-hander in the middle 
of the esses. 

Back in second, Unser was 
immediately all over Fittipaldi. 
Two laps later he tried to go 
around the outside of the leader 
at the end of the backstraight 
and over the hill in the middle 
of the esses. Next time around 
he played it differently, being 
more conservative at the end of 
the backstretch and making his 
big effort on the sharp rise in 
the middle of the esses. 

Unser was beside Fittipaldi 
going over the brow of the hill 
and insisted on holding his line 
on the descent down the other 
side. Emerson was having none 


of it and took his line to the 
outside of the road, running 
Unser over the kerbs and into 
the grass. Miraculously, Al kept 
it under control and hopped 
back on to the road before the 
right-hander at the bottom of 
the hill. He regained the 
pavement just as Goodyear came 
by, losing his front wings to 
Goodyeart’s tail. 

‘Emerson was going for the 
championship,’ said Al Jr after 
the race. ‘He knew Nigel was 
out of the race and he was 
desperate for a win. I was 
beside him and he knew I was 
there. He just didn’t leave me 
any room. I guess a lot of these 
Formula 1 guys don’t believe 
you can pass on the outside.’ 

Fittipaldi pretended not to 
know Unser was there. ‘I 
thought he lost it going over the 
hill,’ half-grinned Fittipaldi. ‘Did 
we touch? I didn’t feel the 
touch. I was surprised he was 
trying to pass on the outside. He 
was only going to pass me if I 
had a problem. I wasn’t going to 
back off.’ 

Before leaving the circuit, 
Emerson went over to Al Jr’s 
motorhome and apologised for 
the incident. ‘He told me he was 
sorry, but he had to win today,’ 
said Unser. ‘He said it was the 
only way he could win the 
championship.’ 

Unser ducked into the pits for 
some rapid repair work by the 
Galles team. He got back on to- 
the track on the same lap as 
Fittipaldi, but down in 12th 
place with his hopes for a 
second win a row dashed. 

Goodyear and Boesel kept the 
pressure on Fittipaldi for a little 
while, but then Emerson began 
to pull away. In traffic, however, 
Goodyear was able to close back 
on to the leader’s tail and when 
the time came for the second 
and final round of pitstops Scott 
was still within a second of 
Emerson. 

But the Penske team made a 
much quicker stop than Walker’s 
men so that Emerson was no 
fewer than seven seconds ahead 
after everyone had stopped. 
Quick work by AJ Foyt’s team 
also got Robby Gordon out 
ahead of Boesel, albeit 10 
seconds behind Goodyear. 
Gordon had qualified in the 
middle of the field after an 
exhaust system failure in the 
final qualifying session. He was 
up to fourth after 35 laps and 
third after another 30 laps. 
Impressive work indeed. 

At the front, Fittipaldi was 
gone, pulling rapidly away from 
Goodyear who was in trouble 
with a bad set of tyres. ‘I just 
had no grip whatsoever,’ 
commented Goodyear. ‘It would 
understeer going in and get real 
loose coming off the corners. I 
couldn’t put the power down at 
all. It was pretty frustrating 
because the car was so good on 
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the first two sets of tyres.’ 

As Fittipaldi vanished so too 
did Gordon and Boesel begin to 
bear down on Goodyear. Gordon 
caught him with a dozen laps to 
go, smartly outbraking him at 
the end of the backstraight to 
take an excellent second place. 
Goodyear then had to fight off 
Boesel through the last 10 laps, 
doing a superb job to keep the 
Brazilian behind him all the way 


Robbie Gordon heads for second, overcoming tyre problems for his best ever placing 


Smiles all round as Gordon, Fittipaldi and Goodyear enjoy the spoils of success 
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to the finish. Luyendyk drove a 
strong race to finish fifth, within 
a second of Boesel while Bobby 
Rahal fought a sticky gearchange 
into sixth place. Mario Andretti 
and Al Jr were seventh and 
eighth, the last unlapped cars of 
18 finishers. 

In the closing stages Mansell 
caught and passed Fittipaldi, 
picking up one of the two laps 
he had lost at the start. With 


only three laps to go however, 
Mansell had to make a quick 

stop for a splash of fuel, losing 
the regained lap to the winner. 

Meanwhile Fittipaldi scored his 
third win and second in a row 
at Mid-Ohio. He had come 
through at exactly the right 
moment after a series of 
disappointing races and is now 
14 points behind Mansell with 
44 available from the two 
remaining races. 

‘It couldn’t have been a better 
race,’ grinned the Brazilian. ‘For 
things to turn around like this is 
great. My last win was in 
Portland (at the end of June) 
and that seems like months ago. 
It’s great to be back this 
weekend and running strong. 

‘On full tanks the car was very 
loose,’ he went on, ‘and I was a 
little conservative at the 
beginning of the race. But when 
I was getting light on fuel the 
car was much better. What can I 
say? It was a perfect race. My 
only problem was I was a little 
slow at the end of the 
backstraight. I had to defend 
myself there quite a lot of 
times.’ 

This weekend on the crowded 
little 0.94-mile Nazareth oval, the 
pressure will be on Fittipaldi and 
Mansell. Emerson has won three 
races at the curious little track 
in the past five years and even 
though Mansell tested very 
quickly there last month, he will 
find the place a real eyeful in 
the race. The Indycar season 
finishes two weeks later at the 
Laguna Seca road course. 

Can the 46-year-old two-time 
World Champion beat the 
40-year-old current World 
Champion? In Indycar racing, it 
looks like being a real race to 
the wire for the title. m 


September 12, PPG Indy Car World Series, round 14, 89 laps — 200.34 miles 


PPPTTTTITITTTTTITTT TTT 


Pos Driver (Nat) Team/Sponsor 


1 Emerson Fittipaldi (BR).............. Penske/Marlboro 
Foyt/Copenhagen 
Walker/Mackenzie 
Simon/Duracell + Mobil 1 + Sadia 
Ganassi/Target + SCOtCH........ssscesessseeseeneenteatees Lola-Ford T93/00.......... 
sik coh tte eeshael Seahostea stages esainenhcd Lola-Chevrolet C 193/00 
ve Newman-Haas/Kmart + T@XaCO........cscssscesseeeeeseeeees Lola-Ford T93/00........... 
x ....-L0la-Chevrolet C 793/00 
9 Scott Brayton (USA).............0 Simon/Amway + Northwest.... soe Sestsinvts Lola-Ford T93/00........... 
10 Jimmy Vasser (USA)............000 Hayhoe/Kodalux Ss, 
wu. Walker/Cosby + Service Merchandise..........ssse Lola-Ford T93/00.......... 


2 Robby Gordon (USA)........ 
3 Scott Goodyear (CDN).. 
4 Raul Boesel (BR).......... 
5 Arie Luyendyk (NL)...... 
6 Bobby Rahal (USA)...... 
7 Mario Andretti (USA).... 
8 Al Unser Jr (USA)............ 


.... Galles/Valvoline 


11 Willy T Ribbs (USA) 


12 Nigel Mansell (GB)........... Newman-Haas/Kmart + T@X€C0......csccsecseeseseseeensens Lola-Ford T93/00.......... 
13 Hiro Matsushita (J)... Walker/Panasonic Lola-Ford T93/00.......... 
14 Robbie Buh! (USA)...........-.6 Coyne/Mi-Jack........ Lola-Chevrolet A T92/00 
15 Scott Pruett (USA) 2.2... ProFOrmance/SPrint.........c.ssssccecsesessseessecsersersessensstens Lola-Chevrolet A T91/00 
16 Oliver Grouillard (F) .............0 Eurosport/ Marlboro .........-.:sscsssssssessessssssesseestenteetenees Lola-Chevrolet A 192/00 
17 Brian Till (USA)... cece Turley/Say No to Drugs.... Be a oe ated Penske-Chevrolet B PC21 
18 Marco Greco (BR)..........csse Sovereign/Alfa Laval .........scseccecssscssssesceeteetseeeesseeees Lola-Chevrolet A T92/00 


19 Mark Smith (USA)... Arciero/ Craftsman .........-s:sscsessessesseesseseesnssneeneesteneens Penske-Chevrolet B PC21 
20 Buddy Lazier (USA)............s:0 Leader Cards/Financial World..... .....-Lola-Buick T91/00 ........ 
NC Mauricio Gugelmin (BR)............. SiMON/HONYWOOG.........ssssssessssecsceeescsnsseerensenseeeeeeeees LolaFord T93/00.......... 
R Mike Groff (USA)... Rahal-Hogan/Miller Light........csscccssessesecesssseseeneees Lola-Chevrolet C T93/00. 
R David Kudrave (USA) Euromotorsports/Andrea Moda + AGIP + ETI.......... Lola-Chevrolet A T92/00 


R Teo Fabi (I).......ccse 
R Paul Tracy (CDN)......... 
R Stefan Johansson (S) 
R Danny Sullivan (USA) 
R Eddie Cheever (USA).........:c:000 King/Budweiser 


Rahal-Hogan/Miller 


Hall-VDS/Pennzoil 
Penske/Marlboro 
Bettenhausen/AMAX.. 
Galles/Molson..... 


Chassis-engine 


Penske-Chevrolet C....... 
....LOlaFord T93/00.......0 
LolaFord T93/00.......... 
Lola-Ford T93/00........... 


enna se ates 1-56:59.188 oc sccsseecsssseeeeseeesd 08.579 ...000.063 


eet 77 laps — transmission........1:12.087.........25 
‘istensceend 69 laps — transmission........1:09.594.........13 


30 laps — accident............... 1:09:87 7. eercart 17 
24 laps — transmission........ 4:12.509......... 27 
23 laps — electrical.............. 1:09.467........... 7 
21 laps — accident............... 1:08.564........... 2 
18 laps — transmission........ 1:09.552......... 11 
7 laps — oil pressureé........... 1:09.787......... 16 
7 laps — electrical...............- 1:10.746......... 21 


Winner's average speed: 102.217mph. Fastest lap: Fittipaldi, 1m10.053s, 1 15,627mph. Championship positions: 1, Mansell, 170pts; 2, Fittipaldi, 156; 3, Boesel, 126; 4, 
Tracy, 122; 5, Rahal, 119; 6, Andretti, 113; 7, Unser, 90; 8, Luyendyk, 71; 9, Gordon, 69; 10, Goodyear, 58; etc. Next round: Nazareth, September 19. 
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wo of this year’s crop 
of newcomers to the 
British Touring Car 
Championship came 
out on top in the 
two legs of 
Donington’s 
double-header. Ford 
and Renault have both had their 
ups and downs this year but 
here in a pair of rain-affected 
races they and their young 
chargers — Paul Radisich and 
Alain Menu — filled the two top 
steps of the podium both times, 
each taking a turn at victory. 

Jo Winkelhock drove two solid 
points-scoring races in his BMW 
to put himself in an immensely 
strong championship position. 
Steve Soper now needs to win 
the Silverstone finale this 
weekend with Jo lower than 
sixth place to take the title. 


Radisich dominated both 
qualifying sessions, lapping just 
over half a second faster than 
anyone else. His Ford team mate 
Andy Rouse was second fastest, 
but the veteran engineer/driver’s 
Mondeo was only fractions 
quicker than the rest of the 
leading group. 

Radisich, as we have come to 
expect, was laid back and 
relaxed about his performance. 
‘There’s a bloke that opens a 
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Harvey — sparkling race one. Photo: Shaw 


gate for me out the back. It cost 
me 50 quid,’ he joked. More 
seriously, the New Zealander felt 
that his quick lap had been ‘all 
right, but nothing special. The 
car does work very well here, 
especially down through the 
Craners and the Old Hairpin. But 
I don’t think we’re making up 
all the time in one place, more 
like three or four.’ 

Rouse professed himself 
mystified by his team mate’s 
extra speed. Andy was actually 
quicker over some parts of the 
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New boys Paul Radisich and Alain Menu shared the wins in this season’s last 
touring car double-header, as an unusually reticent Jo Winkelhock drove for points 
hin an ace of clinching the drivers’ title 


circuit and felt that if they could 
combine the quick bits of each. 
‘Then we should be able to do 
some sort of a lap,’ said Rouse. 

Important though the race win 
was, there was also a 
championship there for the 
taking. Only two men were still 
in contention for the drivers’ 
title - BMW’s Winkelhock and 
Soper. The German had a 
12-point advantage before the 
meeting, so the onus was on 
Steve. 

After the generally quicker 
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AUTO TRADER BRITISH TOURING CAR CHAMPIONSHIP 


first session Jo was the relaxed, 
happy, smiling one. He was 
third fastest, a couple of 
hundredths behind Rouse. He’d 
only used xour of his six tyres 
and was certainly not phased by 
Radisich’s speed. ‘He’s very 
quick, but I don’t have to think 
about winning, I just have to 
think about Steve. I just hope 
that the others round me don’t 
forget that.’ 

Soper was in a very different 
mood. His body language as he 
vacated the car after using his 
last two fresh tyres said it all. 
Something had gone very wrong 
with the car’s handling since the 
official test day on Tuesday and 
Steve’s best lap was almost a 
second slower than Radisich. 

‘We found it,’ said a 
comparatively relieved Steve 
after session two. Expecting the 
afternoon session to be slower 
he had no fresh tyres so his 
improvement only took him up 
to seventh, but this was much 
better than it might have been... 

Steve’s improvement came in 
the final 10 minutes of practice 
after the session had been 
stopped to retrieve privateer 
Matthew Neal’s BMW 318i from 
the sandtrap at Coppice. In 
those last few minutes, a session 
which looked likely to change 
little suddenly took on a new 
lease of life, with big 
improvements also from John 
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Top: Radisich 
(15), Rouse (5), 
and Hoy (2) 

fan 

out into Redgate 
at the start of 
race one. 
Above: Happy 
Menu. Left: 
Radisich, 
Rouse, Menu, 
Leslie, 
Winkelhock and 
the field at the 
Old Hairpinin 
race one. Photo: 
Shaw. Below: 
Radiant 
Radisich 
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Cleland’s 
struggling 
works 
Vauxhall and 
James Kaye’s 
Park Lane 
Toyota. 

- Between 
Soper and 
his title rival 

were Will 

Hoy, Alain 

Menu and David Leslie. Hoy and 

the Toyota Carina were back 

near the front, on this smooth 

circuit which suits the Toyota. 

Will was still disappointed not to 
be able to reproduce his testing 
times; understeer had cost him a 
couple of tenths. He matched 
Winkelhock’s time, which itself 
was only 0.03s from Rouse’s. 

Menu was vety satisfied to 
have put the first of the Renault 
19s into fifth slot, only 0.03s 
behind the two in front. ‘Good 
time eh?’ said the Swiss ace. ‘It 
was a good lap and we’ve 
improved the car a lot since 
Tuesday’s test.’ Alain, like Hoy, 
didn’t venture out at all in the 
second session. 

Leslie was saddled with turn-in 
understeer for the first time this 
season and was ‘nowhere near 
over the moon’. Julian Bailey 
was eighth and miffed to have 
been on his hot lap when the 
red flags came out. He was 
followed by Cleland — ‘we’ve > 
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BICC has been highly 
ompetitive and a number of different 
cars have been on top at different points 
the season. 
~ Peugeot’s works 405 Mi16s were right 
on the pace in the recent rounds at — 
ands Hatch and Thruxton, but here at 


“Donington they had dropped off the 
yltimate pace again. Robb Gravett and 


| 
| 
| 


Eugene O’Brien explained. 

‘We're only one second off the pace, 
which is not so bad over a 2.5-mile fap,’ 
said Gravett. ‘Really the main problem is 
a lack of testing. At Tuesday's TOCA test 
i missed most of the morning after a 
driveshaft pulled out, and | ended up 
doing fewer laps than almost anyone. So 
this morning | was still chasing a major 
understeer problem. We improved it and | 
honestly think that if I'd had this 
afternoon's settings on this morning | 
would have been in the top 10. At this 
level you really can't afford to go to a 
race with only one afternoon’s testing.’ 
it all left Robb down in 13th place on 
the grid. 

O'Brien had some other theories. He 
had been fourth quickest in the TOCA test 
session, but now was only 17th, ‘I'm 
despondent. Really | was surprised to be 
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so quick on Tuesday, because we 
generally have a big problem with 


understeer on slow corners and there are 
a lot of those here. it may be that some 
of my time loss is accounted for by the 


tyres they've embedded by the kerbs in 
the Esses to stop us cutting across... 

Both were also pondering on the best 
use of tyres. At most circuits one way to 
coax a hot qualifying time from a 
front-wheel drive car is to put your 
intended set of rears on the front of the 
car, warm them up and then swap them 
to the rear, paired with your ideal fronts. 
Here that didn’t seem to work; the heated 
rears picked up dirty rubber on the track 
and did not provide the expected grip and 
balance. Both Peugeot men used this 
ploy, but had noted that the men who'd 
set really quick times on similar Michelin 
tyres had not. This seems hopelessly 
complicated to the outsider, but these are 
the kind of ploys which the top teams 
must explore. 

The gap between front-running and 
mid-field is narrow and it takes very little 
to drop from one to the other. Both 
Peugeots ran at competitive pace in the 
races — Gravett set second fastest lap in 
the first and O’Brien ran a very strong 
fourth in the second, but ultimately all 
they came away with was one sixth place 
in the first race for O’Brien — the BTCC 
is a tough arena. 


Robb Gravett 
and Peugeot 
team manager 
Mick Linford 


DONINGTON PARK (GB) 


4 changed everything’ — then 
the happy and impressive Kaye. 
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A race morning warm-up in 
crisp dry conditions produced a 
rash of quick times. It seemed 
that most who’d had set-up 
problems now had them sorted 
out and the prospects for the 
race looked even better. 

After dry weather throughout 
the weekend so far, the BTCC 
gang had completed their parade 
lap and been strapped into their 
cars when down came the rain. 
The start was delayed and it was 
all action in the pitlane. Most 
teams swapped tyres and 
softened off the dampers, while 
the Schnitzer outfit found the 
time to change springs as well. 

All chose full wet tyres, after 
the three exploratory laps, 
which accounted for Ian Khan. 
He’d wound his brake bias fully 
to the rear, but that was not 
enough and he locked up going 
into Redgate. The engine stalled 
and he ploughed helplessly on 
into the barrier, ending up on 
his side, the car badly damaged. 

A poor start from Radisich led 
to an extremely fraught first 
corner. Rouse had made a. good 
start and the Mondeos squeezed 
together to stop the fast-starting 
Winkelhock from moving 
through. Hoy, on the outside, 
had a clear run and the two 
Mondeos and the Toyota ran 
three-abreast into Redgate. 

Then it got more 
complicated... ‘I went in a bit 
deep, aquaplaned a bit and then 
unfortunately Andy and I 
touched,’ reported Radisich. ‘T 
was outside Andy, conceded the 
corner and dropped in behind 
him, when Steve (Soper) just hit 
me,’ added Hoy. ‘I was squeezed 
in a sandwich,’ said Steve. 
‘There was bit of a kerfuffle, a 


_| gap opened up and I went 


TISH TOURING CAR CHAMPIONSHIP 


September 12,-Auto Trader RAC British Touring Car Championship, round 15, 14 laps — 35 miles 


Pos Driver (Nat) Team/Sponsor Car Tyres Result Best lap Qual Pos 
1 Paul Radisich (NZ) Team Momdeo/tCs .............csssccsesserssesseesenerseenneees Ford Mondeo Si... Minncdtnd 2G :20\5G iis cestoarass-ceoseost 1:51.89...1:40.66 ........ 1 
2 Alain Menu (CH)......... Renault Dealer Racing...........:::sssercsesssecrceessssees Renault 19 16V.......ecsene a ee 26 °34.26 .caescessceseccseesseee 1252.38... 1241.15 1.00 5 
3 Tim Harvey (GB)..... Renault Dealer Racing.............ccsssessesensesseees Renault 19 16V...... sec Mot DGAO Bhtas.cscreaseee 4:51.80...1:41.99 ......16 
4 David Leslie (GB)..........000 Ecurie Ecosse/Grundig + Penthouse...........-.+ Vauxhall Cavalier 16V ..........D.......1++26:41.32 -.essesccessenees 1:52.93...1:41.24 ........ 6 
5 Joachim Winkelhock (D).......BMW Motorsport Team/Fina + Warsteiner......... BMW?'S1 ii. so ectrtscceeranase Vierooihscet DG:45 DAN eee rastatoh nga 4:52.60...141.12 ......... 3 
6 Eugene O’Brien (GB)............. Peugeot Talbot Sport...........--sessscssssneeseessecereessed Peugeot 405 Mi16............... Met etc 26:49.52 4:52.74...1:41.63 ......11 

DQ Andy Rouse (GB)... Team Momdeo/ICs .........sccccsesseecssceeessesesecenesereenes : 4 
7 Julian Bailey (GB)...............- Team SeCuricor TOyOtA .......-..scsesseereccessssenesesenees : i 
8 Kieth Odor (GB)... Nissan Castrol Racing Team............-.-essssesee : b 
9 Harry Nuttall (GB).............2+ Ecurie Ecosse/Grundig + Penthouse 154. : 
10 Win Percy (GB)... Nissan Castrol Racing .......-crcess-ssscscecerssressesserees 755. : 
11 Jeff Allam (GB)........-.ceee Vauxhall Sport/Mobil + Daily Mail 755. 4 
12 Alex Portman (GB)............+ Team Dynamics/Daily Express + Stoppers......... 54, : 
Mee cortteseet ar 4:55.57 ...1:41.52 ......10 


13 Matthew Neal (GB) Team Dynamics/ 100+ + Daily Express............ 


14 James Kaye (GB) ...... Park Lane Toyota Junior T@am ..........-:ss:sesssse- Toyota Carina E GTi... Ves eseeee 2 Me0. 

15 lan Ashley (GB) ...........:+00 Colin Davids Racing/Demon Tweeks ............++-+- Vauxhall Cavalier GSi...........M......2f2ef. 4:55.70...1:44.15 ......24 
416 Will Hoy (GB)... Team Securicor Toyota Toyota Carina E GTi... Yess TS LADS soe essseeeesenecentenees 4:54.60...1:41.12 ........ 4 
17 Robb Gravett (GB).............--- Peugeot Talbot Sport..........-.ssssecrsssne Peugeot 405 Mii6............... Mie.cinat-s UDI VADS beets sserase-ceceenss 4:51.85...1:41.75 ......13 
18 Bob Berridge (GB) ............-... Berridge/Empress Race Developments................ Ford Sapphire ........sseeceeese Dees TOM ADS = eteerccerstseees as 1259.76.21 45,73 ......26 
R John Cleland (GB)...............- Vauxhall Sport/Mobil + Daily Mall... Vauxhall Cavalier 16V........Y..- 11 laps — Tyres... 1:56.09...1:41.46 ........ 9 
R lan Flux (GB) ........-.-ecsecseresees RKR with Silkolene at Halfords............------sssecse# Peugeot 405 Mii6............... Dis a 9 laps — handling........1:57.86...1 742.55 ......20 
R Patrick Watts (GB)............+- Mazda Racing Team/Clarion ..........-..--sssssssssereen Mazda Xedos 6........-2:0:0 (eer 9 laps — kerb damage 1:55.59...1:41.87 ...... 16 
R Steve Soper (GB)............0++ BMW Motorsport Team/Fina + Warsteiner.......... BMWarol Gl arcs -e--ccnnssttaces.o- Ve an 8 laps — handling........1:53.73...1:41.39 ........ 7 
R Bobby Verdon-Roe (GB)........ Park Lane Toyota Junior Team/Enny .............+. Toyota Carina E GTi............. Vio. cccsonean 7 laps — camshaft....... 1:54.46...1:42.25 ...... 18 

NS lan Khan (GB)........ccceceeeeed Maxted/Tamchester _ccccscuuusiatitisssiuesesessneeee VOUXHall Cavalier GSi........... Dae 14 laps — accident......-...........- 1:43.02 ......21 


through it.’ That was Alain 
Menu. Out of all this Radisich 
emerged in the lead from Rouse 
and Menu, while both Soper and 
Hoy crawled back to the pits 
with flat tyres. 

The first lap action was by no 
means finished, Menu was flying 
and out for second place. He got 
it, but could not later put his 
finger on exactly where the 
positions changed. Certainly the 
pair engaged in an outbraking 
duel into the Esses and both 
overdid it. 

Andy’s mistake was less 
severe, but cost him more. 
While Alain sailed straight on 
and missed the Esses altogether, 
coming back on to the track 
without losing a place, Andy 
made the bend, but dropped 
back behind Leslie, Winkelhock 
and Cleland. By the end of the 
lap he was also behind Bailey. 

All this had given Radisich his 
break and he completed the lap 
3,375 ahead of Menu, who had 
Leslie on his tail. Then there 
was a 2.37s gap to Winkelhock 
and the closely-coupled train: 
Cleland; Bailey; Rouse; Eugene 
O’Brien; Robb Gravett; Tim 
Harvey (already up six places); 
Kaye; Harry Nuttall; Patrick 
Watts; Kieth Odor; Verdon-Roe; 
Win Percy; Jeff Allam; and Neal. 
Ashley, Alex Portman and Bob 
Berridge were already dropping 
back, while Ian Flux pitted, the 
car steamed up. 

On the second lap Radisich 
stamped his authority on the 
race with a lap 1.5s quicker than 
anyone else, while Menu in turn 
pulled away from Leslie. Cleland 
had made a bad choice of wets 
and was already starting a swift 
plummet down the order, while 
Bailey too was dropping away 
from Winkelhock, although he 
was maintaining his place, with 
the next five swarming round 
his tail. 

The pattern at the front was 
now set, with Radisich 
comfortably in command and 
Menu equally secure in second 
slot, chased at a respectful 
distance by Leslie and 
Winkelhock. Until lap five Bailey 
headed an entertaining gaggle as 
Rouse, O’Brien, Harvey and 
Gravett fought to find a way 
through. Ultimately it was the 
mercurial Harvey who made his 
way first to the front of the 
pursuit and then up to fifth 
place, followed in short order by 
Rouse, Gravett and O’Brien. 

Harvey was the man on the 
move and he soon bridged the 
gap to the championship leader, 
setting fastest lap on the way. 
On lap eight he moved up to 
fourth place at Coppice, 
Winkelhock conceding the place 
without a fight. 

Three laps later he was up to 
third at the expense of Leslie, a 
place which he kept to the end, 
despite renewed pressure from 
Leslie towards the end as they > 
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4 both started to struggle a 
Setie. when the drying track 
paused tyre deterioration. 

Winkelhock was happy 
enough with fifth place, 
earticularly as Soper made little 

s after his stop and soon 
getired to prepare the car for 
part two. O’Brien was a fine 
sixth ahead of final points 
scorers Rouse and Bailey. 

A very aggrieved Gravett had 
pitted twice to stop bodywork 
subbing on a wheel after Rouse 
tipped him into a spin at the 
Esses. Rouse was later 
disqualified because of the 
incident, which happened under 
yellow flags. 

Odor and Nuttall were 
ultimately well apart in ninth 
and 10th, while Percy headed 
another battling gaggle for 11th. 
Allam was next ahead of top 
privateer Portman, who pipped 
team mate Neal for the position 
right at the end. 

Casualties included Watts 
who’d damaged the oil pump on 
a kerb, Verdon-Roe, who’d 
suffered camshaft failure and 
Cleland and Flux, both of whom 
had opted to pit and prepare for 
patt two. 


After the customary 10-minute 
flurry of activity in the pits they 
lined up for part two. It hadn’t 
rained since the middle of part 
one and a drier line had 
appeared, however the skies still 
looked more than capable of 
releasing more rain, so tyre 
choice would be crucial. 

There was no consensus and 
tyre choices ranged from full 
wets all round to slicks, with 
every variation in between also 
on display, often in 
combinations. The five at the 
front were a good example. 
Radisich and Menu had cut 
slicks all round. Harvey had 
slicks on the front and cut slicks 
on the back. Leslie had slicks all 
round and Winkelhock all wets. 

Radisich got the best start this 
time and led Menu, Winkelhock 
and O’Brien into Redgate. By the 
time they reached the Esses 
though Menu was ahead. The 
Ford driver was not happy with 
this and promptly outbraked the 
Renault into Goddard to take the 
lead, all the while, Winkelhock 
and O’Brien were right behind. 

Rouse was fifth, a little way 
back, as he’d been held up by 
the slick-shod Harvey. 
Meanwhile Soper — on cut slicks 
— was a remarkable 12th already 
from 23rd slot on the grid. 
Kevin Maxted and his gang had 
worked miracles to get Khan out 
at the back of the grid with his 
battered Cavalier. It wasn’t just 
body damage either, repairs 
included welding a snapped 
front strut back together... 

It soon became apparent that 
slicks were not the wise choice. 


JO WINKELHOCK 
‘Radisich Is very 
quick, but | 
don’t have to 
think about 
winning, | just 
have to think 
about Steve’ 


Not only was Harvey dropping 
back, but Bailey and Kaye had 
both had big moments at the 
Old Hairpin and lost ground. 
And on lap two the drizzle 
started again, there was no really 
heavy rain, but the drizzle was 
enough to keep the track damp. 

The top three looked evenly 
matched throughout, with 
Radisich and Menu battling as 
Winkelhock concentrated on 
building his points advantage 
over Soper. O’Brien held a 
watching brief around 1.5s 
back... 

On lap eight Radisich got 
sideways at the Old Hairpin and 
Menu pounced. The pair made 
brief contact and Paul visited the 
grass, before returning to second 
slot. 

Menu then kept the initiative 
to the end, although it was 
often mighty close. He had his 
team mate to thank for his 
escape from Radisich’s last lap 
attack. Paul’s best chance had 
looked for several laps to be at 
the Melbourne hairpin. With a 
lap to go Harvey plonked his 
Renault into the Melbourne 
sandtrap and bought out the 
yellow flags. 

‘It’s completely untrue that 
Keith (Greene, Renault’s team 
manager) told me to do it on 
the radio,’ joked Tim. 

Radisich was still bent on an 
attack until he saw the flags at 
the last minute and he actually 
tapped the Renault on the way 
in. Both ran wide, but held it 
together and Alain was still 
fractions ahead at the flag. 

Winkelhock was delighted 
third while poor O’Brien had 
dropped right down the order 
with a worsening misfire. 

Rouse was fourth unable to 
make up the ground lost early 
on, ahead of the valiant Soper 
who could only say: ‘I made the 
wrong tyre choice, I just went 
as fast as I could.’ 

Cleland was a much happier 
sixth after an entertaining battle 
with seventh placed Percy. Both 
had moved ahead of Leslie, 
when he spun at Redgate on the 
last lap, returning to take the 
final point in eighth. 
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O’Brien was set for a good resultin race two beforea misfire setin, Bailey follows 


race a strong favourite, but 
stranger things have happened... 

Meanwhile the series is, if 
anything, more competitive than 
at any time this season. 
Silverstone should not be 
missed. 


Ashley took the privateer 
honours in a strong ninth place, 
while most of the rest struggled 
to a greater or lesser degree 
with poor tyre choices. 

So it all goes down to the last 
round. Winkelhock starts that 


DONINGTON PARK (GB) 


September 12, Auto Trader RAG British Touring Car Championship, 
round 16, 14 laps — 35 miles 


cece cece ccc ccccccccscccescccsssecscosssscccsssososossssoeooosoeel ee 


Pos Driver (Nat) Car Tyres Result Best lap Qual Pos 
1 Alain Menu (CH).............+- Renault 19 16V.......... Mi siccaiess QB QUAD scscssssrcteinsiesasase 4:52.21 ...1:41.15......5 
2 Paul Radisich (NZ)...........- Ford Mondeo Si.........M......-. QB OT AT ssscssavecsivcenitenties 4:52.15 ... 1:40.66.......1 
3 Joachim Winkelhock (D) ...BMW 318i .......sccsssV sss 26:34.22 ....-csccssccrenscseaee 4:52.67 ... 41.12... 3 
4 Andy Rouse (GB)............-. Ford Mondeo Si..........M..- 26:40.89 ...scssserccssensereas 4:52.89 ... 1:41.08.......2 
5 Steve Soper (GB) ...... wecBMW 3183 .o.cccseseeceseeeV cccsteseee 2701 GT .eeeeseeereeeenentenes 4:53.47 ...1:41.39.......7 
6 John Cleland (GB)..... ....Vauxhall Cavalier 16v..Y.. 2OBLDT scaiesssrscatevsassvess 1:53.99 ...1:41.46.......9 
7 Win Percy (GB)..............-.Nissan Primera BGT 0ae¥ cstacccnase 27:09.26 .acssscoecssscrrssveceee 4:54.16 ... 1:42.35.....19 
8 David Leslie (GB).............- Vauxhall Cavalier 16V .D.......... 27:09.93.... wae 154.29 ... 1:41.24......6 
9 lan Ashley (GB)...........-+0 Vauxhall Cavalier GSi..M.......... 27:16.67.... wed 54.57 ... 1:44.15.....24 

10 lan Flux (GB)........ Peugeot 405 Mi16......D.......... 2T7:46.99 .escessecssssscsesseees 4:56.47 ... 1:42.55.....20 
41 Kieth Odor (GB) Nissan Primera eGT ....Y..........+ 27 5B.72 ssvervesvssocsecstavense 4:56.98 ... 1:41.80.....14 
12 Jeff Allam (GB) ............+ Vauxhall Cavalier 16v..Y........... 28:03.86 ceed 57.71... 1:42.04.....17 
13 Robb Gravett (GB)............. Peugeot 405 Mi16......M.......... 28:05.80 ......eeseereecererees : 

14 Matthew Neal (GB)............ BMW 3183 ......-::escced | ee 28:08.65 

15 Eugene O’Brien (GB)......... Peugeot 405 Mi16......M.......... 28:28.10 : 

16 Will Hoy (GB) 0... Toyota Carina E GTi....¥ .......-. 13 AADS isciecstetisisentiniannees 1: 


17 Julian Bailey (GB) ............. Toyota Carina E GTi....Y.......+- 13 laps 


18 lan Khan (GB)......... Vauxhall Cavalier GSi..D.......... 13 laps 


R Tim Harvey (GB) Renault 19 16V..........J Mi sssvviscs 12 laps — accident.......1:52.70 ...1: 

R Alex Portman (GB) ............ BMW 318iS.........00+ 1 ee 12 laps — engine..........1:56.91 . 1:43.88.....23 

R Harry Nuttall (GB).............. Vauxhall Cavalier 16V .D.......... 41 laps — locked up....1:55.68 . 1241.74.....12 

R James Kaye (GB)............-. Toyota Carina E GTi....Y........ 5 laps — discretion.......2:02.64 .. 1:41,52.....10 

R Bob Berridge (GB)............- Ford Sapphire............- Di ctaivesce 0 laps — electrics......... Ss caissavstes 1:45.73.....25 
NS Bobby Verdon-Roe (GB)..... Toyota Carina E GTi....Y..........0 laps — engine............ = esiscessnate 4:42.25...2418 
NS Patrick Watts (GB) ............ Mazda Xedos 6........... Y.uuse.0 laps — kerb damage.—..........--- 1:41.87.....15 


Winner’s average speed: 83.15mph. Fastest lap: Radisich, 1:52.15, 80.24mph. Championship positions: 1, 
Winkelhock, 160pts; 2, Soper, 142; 3, Cleland, 98; 4, Radisich, 86; 5, Odor and Bailey, 82; 7, Hoy, 67; 8, Allam, 65; 9, 
Leslie, 62; 10, Menu, 57. Manufacturers: 1, BMW, 241pts; 2, Vauxhall, 186; 3, Toyota, 141; 4, Nissan, 130; 5, 
Peugeot, 108; 6, Ford, 98; 7, Renault, 89; 8, Mazda, 46. TOCA Challenge Gup: 1, Neal, 176 pts; 2, Khan, 168; 3, 
Ashley, 136; 4, Portman, 117; 5, David Pinkney, 72; 6, Ray Bellm, 64; etc. Corbeau Driver of the Day: Menu.Final 
round: Silverstone, September 19. 
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REPORT LAURENCE FOSTER 


lastair Lyall finally 
clinched the 1993 
Elf Oils Renault 
Clio UK Cup title 
at his home 
circuit, despite a 
win on the road 
becoming seventh 
in the official results following a 
20-second penalty for twice 
straightlining the Esses. 

At the start, Dave Cox got the 
drop on pole-sitter Craig Albon 
and Lyall, with Hayden Measham 
tucked in behind. Starting the 
second lap, Lyall snicked by 
Albon going into Redgate and 
immediately began to pressure 
Cox. 

Into Goddard for the second 
time, Lyall got his nose inside 
Cox, but found himself carrying 
too much speed into the corner. 
As Cox’s car turned in, Lyall 
rammed it, forcing it into a half 
spin. Lyall was able to keep his 
momentum and snatch the lead, 
with Albon just failing to follow 
him through. 

Next time round, Measham 
picked off Albon and soon had 
Cox in his sights. Going down 
Starkey’s straight on lap four, 
Measham outdragged Cox on the 
long run to the Esses and set 
about the task of catching Lyall. 

Starting lap six, Lyall’s brakes 
were on the way out, giving him 
little option but to cut the kerbs 
and straightline through the 
Esses gravel trap or lose the 
lead. It happened again on the. 
penultimate lap and, suddenly, 
Lyall was under real pressure 
from Measham. 

Measham had the inside line 
exiting Goddard and the pair 
were side-by-side along 
Wheatcroft Straight, with Lyall 
just holding on to the inside 
through Redgate. 

At the chequered flag, it was 
still Lyall from Measham, with 
Cox clear of the fight for fourth 
between Albon and John 
Bintcliffe. 

Post race, Lyall’s 
misdemeanours at the Esses 
were rewarded with two 
10-second penalties, putting 
Measham into the winner’s slot 
and giving him the edge over 
team mate Cox in the battle for 
the championship runner-up 
slot. For Lyall, the penalty was 
an irritant, but the seventh place 
it left him with was still good 
enough to take the title. 


FORMULA VAUXHALL JUNIOR 

Ralph Firman Jr is the new 
Formula Vauxhall Junior 
Champion. The Attleborough 
youngster dominated the 
weekend’s proceedings, taking 
pole in the dry by the 
comparatively huge margin of 
0.99s and victory in the wet by 
a massive 23.64s. 

From the green light, Firman 
pulled away into a lead he was 
able to extend almost at will. 
Behind, Darren Manning proved 
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Lyall’s shortcut 
to success 


Alastair Lyall kerb-hopped his way to the Renault Clio crown, while Ralph Firman 
Jr played it cool to take the Formula Vauxhall Junior Championship leaving just 
one of the British touring car Support package titles to be settled 


the nearest thing to a challenge 
in the opening laps, but a 
gamble on settings hadn’t 
worked as planned and he was 
never really able to get on terms 
with Firman. 

By lap four, Henry Stanton and 


Simon Harrison had moved up 


on Manning, but visor problems 
for Stanton and a moment or 
two for Harrison prevented any 
actual position swapping from 
taking place. 

Further back in a very spread 
out and processional race, 
Darren Edmonds consolidated 
fifth, with Michael Wakefield 
and Julian Thomas an out of 
touch sixth and seventh. 


FORMULA VAUXHALL LOTUS 
With the championship already 
decided in favour of Dario 
Franchitti, interest in the series 
lies in the battle for second 
place being fought out between 
Dino Morelli and the on-form 
Kevin McGarrity. With one 
round left to go, McGarrity takes 
the upper hand after a finely 
judged victory at Donington. 
After red flags for a multiple 
excursion into the Redgate 
gravel, Jamie Davies outdragged 
poleman McGarrity on the 
restart. McGarrity looked for a 
way through at McLeans, but 
had to wait until the next lap to 
Carry out the move successfully. 


Franchitti and Morelli followed 
McGarrity through in quick 
succession, with Morelli 
successfully defending second 
from Franchitti’s advances for 
several more laps. 

Starting the penultimate lap, 
Franchitti tried around the 
outside at Goddard, but Morelli 
stood his ground on the inside 
and the pair were side-by-side 
down the length of Wheatcroft 
straight. On the approach to 
Redgate, with Franchitti on the 
grass, Morelli turned in and was 
collected by Dario. Franchitti, 
now second, continued 
unabated, while Morelli found 
himself fourth behind Davies. 


Alastair Lyall 
takes to the 
Esses gravel 
trap. Photo: 
Andrew Shaw 


FORMULA FORD 

For the second time this season, 
Russell Ingall’s Duckhams Van 
Diemen was forced to start from 
the back of the grid with a 
10-second penalty because of a 
technical infringement. And for 
the second time this season, Guy 
Smith was there to take the 
victory going begging. 

Smith was fired up for the 
start and immediately dived into 
the lead ahead of Kurt Mollekens 
and Jonny Kane. Unfortunately, a 
trip into the Redgate gravel for 
several cars, including Justin 
Keen’s and Kalle Jokinen’s, 
brought out the red flags and 
there was a lengthy delay to 
extract them. 

At the restart for the depleted 
field, Smith again grabbed the 


James Matthews en route to Formula Renault victory. Photo: Jeff Bloxham 
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lead, with fellow Swift man 
Kane in second and the works 
Van Diemens of Mollekens and 
Rui Aguas right behind. This 
quartet easily outpaced Marc 
Gene’s fifth placed Van Diemen 
in the early laps, but an attempt 
by Smith and Kane to drop the 
Van Diemens was not entirely 
successful. 

On lap six, Kane decided to 
go for Smith out of the Esses, 
but it all went horribly wrong 
and Kane found himself fourth 
out of the Melbourne Hairpin. 
Mollekens was now second, 
with Aguas third, challenged by 
Kane. On lap seven, the last lap 
of the shortened race, Kane was 
back into third with an attack 
into Melbourne. 

Further back, Russell Ingall 
scythed his way to sixth. Philip 
Polites clinched the Class B title 
following the early demise of 


main rival Carl Jarvis. 


FORD FIESTAS 
The Ford Credit Fiesta Challenge 
remains the only regular British 
Touring Car Championship 
support series with the overall 
title undecided going into the 
final round. A win for Trevor 
Reeves and a disappointing ninth 
place for the erstwhile runaway 
points leader, Colin Stancombe, 
means there’s only two points in 
it as they head for Silverstone. 
With the rain at it’s most 
persistent, the first attempt to 


- race was stopped on the third 


lap when Alan Wilshire went off 
into the gravel at McLeans and 
was almost immediately 
collected by Brian Farminer. The 
impact was a heavy one, with 
Farminer suffering rib injuries. 

A long delay to remove 
Farminer and the beached 
Fiestas meant even gloomier, 
damper conditions for the 
restart. Reeves took the lead, 
followed by Gareth Downing, 
Richard Kaye and Rob Hall. 
Stancombe hovered just inside 
the top 10, but was unable to 
make any progress up the order. 

At the Esses on the final lap, a 
mistake by Downing allowed 
both Kaye and Hall through, 
with Downing holding on to 
fourth. 


The pair were 
side-by-side 
down the length 
of Wheatcroft 
Straight 


FORMULA RENAULT 
James Matthews scored another 
convincing victory with the 
Manor Motorsport Van Diemen 
after disposing of the early 
leader, Ivan Arias. Arias looked 
to be comfortable in the 
opening laps, but Matthews 
methodically reeled him in and 
took him at Goddard to end the 
fourth lap. 

Goddard proved to be a weak 


spot for Arias when both Paul 
Ozanne and Duncan Vercoe 
came past simultaneously on lap 
six. On lap seven the red flags 
came out following a coming 
together between Ozanne and 
Vercoe. 

In Formula Renault 91, Ricky 
Flynn kept a three-second : 
cushion over Jim Warren, with 
Marc Cramer a further 10 
seconds back. 


SUPERSPORTS 

A double dose of Supersports 
action provided some excellent 
racing and magical sights and 
sounds. 

In Saturday’s first part, Martin 
Bolsover, Wido Roessler and 
Geoff Farmer enjoyed a 
three-way duel until Farmer 
spun, stalled and lost time 
avoiding an errant backmarker. 

Sunday’s second encounter 
brought bad luck for Bolsover 
and again for Farmer. 

Farmer lost his oil on the 
second lap, Bolsover spun and 
lost time avoiding it and Roessler 
was left to a fairly easy victory, 
ahead of a charging Mike 
Wrigley. @ 


eee" aa 


DONINGTON PARK, Sep 11/12 
Steigenberger International Supersports Cup, 


part A (14 laps) 

Overall: 1, Martin Bolsover (8.1 McLaren M8F), 
22m11.12s, 94.65mph; 2, Wido Roessler (5.9 McLaren M6), 
22m11.31s; 3, Geoff Farmer (6.3 McLaren M8C), 
22m25.07s; 4, Laurence Rose (2.0 Osella), 22m32.14s. 
Class A: Bolsover. Fastest lap: Roessler, 1m32.74s, 
97.04mph. Class B: Nigel Hulme (5.0 Lola 170), 
23m07.11s, 90.83mph. Fastest lap: Hulme, 1m37.49s, 
92.31mph. Glass C: Chris Chiles (2.0 Chevron B19), 
22m34.74s, 93.00mph. Fastest lap: Chiles, 1m34.74s, 
94.99mph. Glass D: Richard Dodkins (2.0 Chevron B8), 
22m56.17s, 85.01imph. Fastest fap: Dodkins, 1m43.49s, 
86.96mph. Class E: Rose. Fastest lap: Rose, 1m35.34s, 
94.39mph. 


Steigenberger International Supersports Cup, 


part B (14 laps) 

Overall: 1, Roessler, 22m39.76s, 92.66mph; 2, Mike 
Wrigley (2.0 Chevron B19), 22m40.91s; 3, Chiles, 
22m44.12s; 4, Rose, 23m06.14s. Class A: Roessler. 
Fastest lap: Roessler, 1m35.41s, 94.32mph. Class B: 
Hulme, 23m33.77s, 89.12mph. Fastest lap: Hulme, 
4m38.34s, 91.5imph. Class €: Wrigley. Fastest lap: 
Chiles, 1m34.79s, 94.94mph. Class D: Dodkins, 
23m12.25s, 84.03mph. Fastest lap: Dodkins, 1m45.49s, 
85.31mph. Class E: Rose. Fastest lap: Rose, 1m35.44s, 
94.30mph. 


Open Formula Ford Championship (7 laps) 

1, Guy Smith (SwiftScholar SC93F), 11m54.64s, 88.15mph, 
2, Kurt Mollekens (Van Diemen-Zagk RF93), 11m55.76s; 3, 
Jonny Kane (Swift-Auriga SC93F), 11m57.64s; 4, Rui Aguas 
(Van Diemen-Minister RF93), 11m57.94s; 5, Marc Gene (Van 
Diemen-Mountune RF93), 11m58.16s; 6, Russell Ingall (Van 
Diemen-Zagk RF93), 12m02.06s; 7, Jonathan Clues 
(Swift-Mountune SC93F), 42m05.11s; 8, David Henderson 
(Van Diemen-Scholar RF93), 12m09.28s; 9, Philip Polites ~ 
(Van Diemen-Auriga RF92), 12m32.26s; 10, John Warrington 
(Swift-Mountune SC93F), 12m39.88s. Fastest lap: Ingall, 
1m39.97s, 90.02mph. Glass B (Kent engines): 1, Polites; 
2, Michael Spivey (Van Diemen-Ford RF92), 12m40.44s; 3, 
David Taylor (Van Diemen-EDA RF91), 12m41.16s; 4, 
Christopher Gray (Mondiale-Ford M93S), 12m45.81s; 5, 
Austin Kinsella (Van Diemen-Scholar RF92), 12m48.34s; 6, 
Peter Alexander (Swift-Auriga FB91), 13m06.07s. Fastest 
lap: Polites, 1m46.24s, 84.7imph. Championship 
positions: 1, Ingall, 254pts; 2, Smith, 175; 3, Mollekens, 
110; 4, Aguas & Frederico Viegas, 109; 6, Justin Keen, 
105; etc. Class B: 1, Polites, 196pts; 2, Carl Jarvis, 175; 
3, Kinsella, 119; etc. Dunlop/Autosport ‘Star Of 
Tomorrow’ Award: 1, Clues, 240pts; 2, Henderson, 140; 
3, Douglas Poulton, 81; etc. 

Elf Oils Renault Clio UK Cup (10 laps) 

1, Hayden Measham, 19m51.04s, 75.56mph; 2, Dave Cox, 
49m52.08s; 3, John Bintcliffe, 19m53.12s; 4, Craig Albon, 
19m53.53s; 5, Jonathan Salem, 19m56.74s; 6, Lee 
Brookes, 20m06.90s. Fastest lap: Albon, 1m57.73s, 


76.44mph. Championship positions: 1, Alastair Lyall, 
179pts; 2, Measham, 155; 3, Cox, 450; 4, Brookes, 81; 5, 
Nigel Albon, 63; 6, Salem, 66; etc. 


Formula Vauxhall Lotus Championship 


(11 laps) 

1, Kevin McGarrity, 17m44.50s, 93.00mph; 2, Dario 
Franchitti, 17m46.08s; 3, Jamie Davies, 17m48.78s; 4, Dino 
Morelli, 17m51.24s; 5, Luiz Garcia Jr, 17m52.53s; 6, Owen 
McAuley, 18m03.98s; 7, Martin O'Connell, 18m07.53s; 8, 
Johnny Mowlem, 18m09.05s; 9, Abdul Reza Abdoh, 
18m51.62s; no other finishers. Fastest lap: Franchitti, 
1m35.59s, 94.15mph. Championship positions: 1, 
Franchitti, 177pts; 2, McGarrity, 107; 3, Morelli, 99; 4, 
Garcia Jnr, 83; 5, Davies, 79; 6, Plato, 69; etc. 


Formula Vauxhall Junior Championship 

(10 laps) 

1, Ralph Firman Jr, 19m25.80s, 77.20mph; 2, Darren 
Manning, 19m49.45s; 3, Henry Stanton, 19m50.89s; 4, 
Simon Harrison, 19m51.81s; 5, Darren Edmonds, 
49m56.89s; 6, Michael Wakefield, 20m11.94s; 7, Julian 
Thomas, 20m16.11s; 8, lan James, 20m20.83s; 9, 
Jonathan White, 20m38.91s; 10, Sean McNally, 20m39.13s. 
Fastest lap: Firman Jr, 1m55.45s, 77.95mph. 
Championship pesitions: 1, Firman Jr, 149pts; 2, 
Edmonds, 124; 3, Harrison, 116; 4, Manning, 113; 5, 
Wakefield, 63; 6, James, 61; etc. 

Ford Credit Fiesta Challenge (6 laps) 

1, Trevor Reeves, 13m06.04s, 68.69mph; 2, Richard Kaye, 
13m07.40s; 3, Rob Hall, 13m13.63s; 4, Gareth Downing, 
13m17.06s; 5, Brian Ellis, 13m20.15s; 6, Barrie Williams, 
13m20.47s. Fastest lap: Hall, 2m09.82s, 69.32mph. 
Championship positions: 1, Colin Stancombe, 209pts; 2, 
Reeves, 207; 3, Brian Farminer, 151; 4, Kaye, 115; 5, Hall, 
68; 6, Adam Crowton, 67; etc. 


P&0O European Ferries Formula Renault 
Championship (6 laps) 

1, James Matthews (Van Diemen-Scholar FR93), 11m43.86s, 
76.71mph; 2, Paul Ozanne (Swift-Nick Hill FR91/92), 
11m45.55s; 3, Duncan Vercoe (Orion-Sodemo FR90), 
11m46.34s; 4, Ivan Arias (Alpa-Minister FR93), 11m46.72s, 
5, Neil Cunningham (Van Diemen-Zagk FR93), 11m48.46s; 
6, Tim Stafford (Orion-Sodemo FR91), 11m49.61s; 7, Javier 
Diaz (Alpa-Minister FR93), 41m54.93s; 8, Garth Waberski 
(Swift-Huger FR93), 11m58.35s; 9, Mark Redgrave (Van 
Diemen-DS Motorsport FR93), 12m00.85s; 10, Ricky Flynn 
(Orion-NES FR91), 12m01.88s. Fastest lap: Vercoe, 
4m55.06s, 78.22mph. Formula Renault 91: 1, Flynn; 2, 
Jim Warren (SwiftNick Hill FR91), 12m04.97s; 3, Marc 
Cramer (Martini-RTR MK5S7/59), 12mi4.67s; 4, Steve Deeks 
(Van Diemen-Renault FR91), 42m15.54s; 5, Graham 
Stephenson (Alpa-Renault 91), 12m16.48s; 6, Christian Vann 
(SwiftNick Hill FR91), 12m17.03s. Fastest lap: Warren, 
4m57.60s, 76.53mph. Championship positions: 1, Arias, 
200pts; 2, Matthews, 144; 3, Stafford, 110; 4, Cunningham, 
105; 5, Waberski, 80; 6, Ozanne, 62; etc. Formula 
Renault 91: 1, James Seccombe, 165pts; 2, Cramer & 
Flynn, 126; etc. 
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BY MARCUS PYE 


auxhall’s British 
Touring Car Cham- 
pionship ace John 
Cleland started his 


career in speed 
hillclimbing, from 
1972-74. But for a 
one-off at Doune 


with an Opel in ’78, the Scot had 
not been back to his roots until he 
drove the works Pilbeam-Vauxhall 
MP62 at Prescott a fortnight ago. It 
looked as if he’d never been away! 

Cleland’s previous single-seater 
experience amounted to a brief go 
in a Formula Vauxhall Lotus at a 
Donington Park corporate day in 
91. Nonetheless he impressed 
mightily on an acclimatisation run 
in the Pilbeam at Curborough, two 
days before the event proper. 

His last visit to the classic hill 
was in May ’74, with the Playgolf 
Chevron-BMW B8 Chis B23 was not 
quite ready). John’s first qualifying 
run was thus his first on the ‘new’ 
Crossover course. He stopped the 
clock 0.1s Shy of the 2-4itre record. 

It was his only practice. Second 
gear disintegrated during his tyre- 
warming sequence for the second 
run, and shrapnel destroyed the 
Hewland LD200 gearbox’s pinion. 

For most, it would have been the 
end of the road. Not for John. He 
rushed Mike Pilbeam back to base 
in Bourne (a 260-mile round trip, 
on top of that day’s 350-mile 
journey from Peebles), and helped 
remove a ’box from another car. 

Pilbeam mechanic Mick Howlett 
rebuilt its innards, incorporating 
the race car’s concentric clutch 
mechanism, thus Cleland and co- 
driver Alister Douglas-Osborn 
were able to run on Sunday. 

John smashed the record on his 
first official ascent, yet he was not 
happy. ‘It was scrappy,’ he said, ‘I 
was too sideways, too often. It 
probably looked spectacular, but it 
didn’t feel quick.’ It focused Mr 
Douglas-Osborn’s attention, 
though, and the British champion 
of ’77 duly found another 0.11s. 

Neither improved second time 
up, when Cleland was the quicker, 
but they qualified fifth (AD-O) and 
sixth for the Gulf Oil RAC British 
Championship’s Top 12 Run-Off. 
John’s effort was remarkable in a 
record field of 50 contenders. 

He went on to finish eighth, 
rumbled by a pair of 400bhp plus 
Rover V8-engined cars on a single 
run. The replacement second gear 
(which had not been shot-peened) 
broke mid-way through ADO’s 
opening salvo, sidelining the car. 

Cleland, however, left a lasting 
impression with the spectators, 
many at their first hillclimb, 
curious to see a celebrity out of his 
usual habitat. Hopefully, the sport 
has won some converts. 

Has it changed in the years that 
John has been away? ‘No. It doesn’t 
seem to have changed any. Many of 
the faces are the same. Roy Lane, 
my old rival Richard Brown and 
Reg Phillips are still going strong. 

‘And it’s still as friendly as ever. 
When the transmission failed, 


ta . 
John Cleland steeled for his record-breaking climb in the Pilbeam-Vauxhallat Prescott 
Below: His last season on the hills was 1974, with an ex-Red Rose Racing ChevronB23 


Cavalier’s 
comeback 


John Cleland’s memorable return to speed hillclimbing 
at Prescott was a poignant reminder of life before 
the hustle and hype of the touring car racing arena 


everyone wanted to lend a gear, or 
help fix it. That’s how I recall this 
place, why I remember hillclimbs 
so fondly. It doesn’t happen like 
that in racing, where you have to 
go round and beg things. You'll get 
them in the end, but here people 
rush to offer assistance. 

‘The competitive side came back 
to me quite quickly, but I still think 
it would be easy to get cocky and 
end up having a big accident.’ 

John believes that hillclimbing is 
the perfect training ground for 
aspiring circuit racers. ‘The great 
thing is that it’s something you can 
start for very little money with a 
road car. It teaches discipline and 
control at sensible speeds. 

‘You've got a very short time to 
prove yourself, and it is difficult. 
Everything has to be right. You 
simply cannot afford to make a 
mistake. Make an error in a race 
and at least there is the 
opportunity to make amends later. 

“You make one or two starts ina 
race weekend, but four or six at a 
hillclimb. Starting is so important. 
It’s something I learned on the hills 
and have never forgotten. By 
getting the revs right and 
controlling wheelspin I’ve made 
up vital places off the line in races.’ 

Having competed in a Mini 
before the sports racers, John 
reckons that Mike Pilbeam’s state- 
of-the-art MP62 is ‘fantastic. I can’t 
believe how nice it is to drive. It 
does everything right. Like my 
Chevron B23 it’s forgiving, with a 
tendency to understeer slightly. 

‘From the moment I sat in it at 
Curborough I felt at home. Its 
traction is very good and it brakes 
well. With 270bhp and bags of 
torque it also accelerates very 
strongly, weighing just 400kg. 

‘The MP62 chassis costs around 
£20,000, and the Vauxhall engine 
§10,000-£12,000, so for under 35 
grand you’ve got a car that, well 
driven, is capable of finishing in 
the top three. It’s a hell of a cheap 
way to be competitive. 

‘At Prescott, we were only a 
gnat’s whisker away from the 
times which Mark Colton, Roy 
Lane and David Grace set with the 
600bhp V8-engined cars which 
cost goodness knows how much. 

‘The engine — which develops 
20bhp less than the one in my 
BTCC Cavalier — was no surprise. It 
has the same amazing torque and 
power characteristics, and it’s 
rocketproof. I can’t remember 
when I last walked home at a race 
having thrown a rod or something. 

‘That wee Vauxhall engine has 
also been successful in Formula 3, 
Vauxhall Lotus, Clubmans and 
Caterham racing of course, and in 
hiliclimbing at all levels. For me, 
it’s the engine of the decade.’ 

Would he compete in a single- 
seater again? ‘I’d love to compete 
in the Pilbeam at Doune, but I’ve 
never had any real aspirations that 
way. The only single-seater Id 
actually like to race would be a 
Historic Formula 1 car. Something 
I could steer with my right foot!’ ™ 
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Hansen closes 
on championship 


EUROPEAN RALLYCROSS, 
LYNGAS MOTORBANE, N, Sep 
11/12: Kenneth Hansen 
tightened his grip on the 
European Rallycross 
Championship with a fine 
victory over Jean-Luc Pailler — 
his fourth series win of the year. 

No one enjoyed an easy 
meeting, including Hansen who 
crashed in his first heat after a 
puncture. Pailler went off in his 
second heat, while third qualifier 
Pat Doran crashed in his third 
heat after colliding with Tommy 
Kristoffersson’s Audi. 

From the start of the A-Final, 
though, Hansen clearly had 
things under control, containing 
second-placed Pailler to take the 
victory which may well decide 
the championship. 

Per Eklund, having won the B- 
Final, charged through the A- 
Final pack to grab a fine third 
place in his Subaru. Meanwhile 
Kristoffersson was able to pass 
Doran on the fourth lap when 
the Escort driver was slowed by. 
a broken driveshaft. 

Barry Squibb, who had won 
the C-Final in his Escort, joined 
Will Gollop’s Peugeot at the 
back of the B-Final grid, the pair 
working through to finish 
second and third. But Martin 
Schanche, who had worked hard 
in the heats, lost out in the B- 
Final when his Escort departed 
from the course. 

In Division One, Richard 
Hutton made a good start to 
fight his way past Pavel Koutny 
on the opening lap. No amount 
of pressure, though, could 
wobble race leader Ludvig 
Hunsbedt on home ground, and 
Hutton had to settle for second 
place behind the Norwegian. 

H Tim Whittington 


LYNGAS (N) 
European Rallycross Championship, round 9, 


Division Two A-Final (6 laps) 

1, Kenneth Hansen (Citroen 2X 4x4 Turbo), 3m37.16s; 2, 
Jean-Luc Pailler (Citroen BX 4x4 Turbo), 3m37.52s; 3, Per 
Eklund (Subaru Legacy RS), 3m38.80s; 4, Tommy 
Kristoffersson (Audi Coupe $2), 3m44.38s; 5, Pat Doran 
(Ford Escort RS Cosworth), 3m51 .27s; 6, Bjorn Skogstad 
(Ford Escort RS Cosworth), 1 lap. Championship 
positions: 1, Hansen, 127: 2, Pailler, 123; 3, 
Kristoffersson, 112; 4, Eklund, 97; 5, Schanche, 75; 6, 
Skogstad, 72. 

Division One A-Final (6 laps) 

1, Ludvig Hunsbedt (Ford Escort RS Cosworth), 3m49.74s: 
2, Richard Hutton (Ford Escort RS Cosworth), 3m41.57s; 3, 
Eivind Opland (Nissan Sunny GTi-R), 4m00.96s; 4, Gunnar 
Kittilsen (Ford Escort RS Cosworth), 4m01.27s; 5, Vidar 
Christensen (Ford Escort RS Cosworth), 4m02.82s: 6, Pavel 
Koutny (Ford Escort RS Cosworth), 4m03.76s. 
Championship positions: 1, Hunsbedt, 126pts; 2, Hutton 
& Opland, 118; 4, Norstedt, 100; 5, Koutny, 80; 6, 


Leinemann, 75. Final round: Germany, Oct 3. continuing. Krumm recovered to finish 10, Werner, 37. Final rounds: Hockenheim, Sep 18/19. 
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Avus — Victory in both of last weekend’s rounds of the German F3 Championship gives Dallara-Opel driver Jos Verstappenthe 1 993 title 


Titles for Larini and Verstappen 


GERMAN TOURING CARS, 
GERMAN F3, AVUS, D, Sep 
11/12: Roland Asch in a 
Mercedes won both touring car 
races at Avus, but sixth in the 
first race was enough for Alfa 
Romeo driver Nicola Larini to 
take the title. 

Alessandro Nannini (Alfa 
Romeo) took his second GTCC 
pole position ahead of Kurt 
Thiim’s Zakspeed-Mercedes. 
Bernd Schneider (Mercedes), the 
only man with a remotely 
mathematical chance of taking 
the title, sat on row five with 
fastest privateer Volker Strycek 
in his Opel Omega. 

At the start of the first face, a 
wet track allowed Nannini’s 
four-wheel drive car to build a 
lead over Thiim, Klaus Ludwig 
and Asch. But as conditions 
started drying after a few laps, 
the lead changed with the tyre 
stops. Larini took over when 
Nannini made a slow stop on lap 
21. Then Asch went to the front 
as Larini made his own stop. 

Asch held on to win ahead of 
Ludwig, Schneider and Christian 
Danner. Nannini took fifth 
despite tyre troubles, while 
Larini came in sixth to win the 
1993 German Touring Car 
Championship. Uwe Alzen, 
seventh, was the top privateer. 

Asch led from the start of the 
second race, but was soon 
passed by Danner and Ludwig. 
The 1992 champion took the 
lead on lap six only to retire on 
lap 19 after an over-ambitious 
attempt by Danner to repass at 
the hairpin. The Mercedes and 
Alfa Romeo collided, Danner 


The shunt handed the lead 
back to Asch, the AMG driver 
taking his third win of 1993 — 
and Mercedes’ 50th in the 
history of the GTCC. Danner 
survived to finish second ahead 
of new champion Larini. 

While Larini is the 1993 
driving champion, Mercedes 
now leads the prestigious 
championship for manufacturers, 
to be decided at the finals at 
Hockenheim this weekend. 

Flying Dutchman Jos 
Verstappen won the 1993 
German Formula 3 
Championship with a double 
win at the Avus Autobahn. The 
event was not without incident, 
with two first-lap crashes in 
which cars rolled. 

In the first race, Jorg Muller 
rolled in a collision at the first 
corner. Verstappen led from the 
restart to win from Massimiliano 
Angelelli and Michael Krumm, 
who both suffered delays. 
Angelelli and Roberto Colciago 
had an ‘Italian’ 
misunderstanding, while Krumm 
spun. Verstappen took the flag 
3.5s in front, and Maassen 
finished fourth. 

The second race was stopped 
after a dramatic first-lap accident 
in which Philipp Peter’s Dallara- 
Fiat rolled at the chicane. cutting 
the race distance to 14 laps. 

Krumm took the lead on the 
restart, only to run wide at the 
hairpin. Verstappen snapped up 
the chance to go past and drive 
on to win both the race and the 
1993 German F3 Championship. 

Having dropped to third after 
his mistake at the hairpin, 


second ahead of Colciago, 
Angelelli and Maassen. 
M@ Peter Nygaard 


AVUS (D) 
German Touring Car Championship, round 


17, 37 laps — 62.34miles, Sep 12 

1, Roland Asch (Mercedes 190E 2.5), 38m24.43s, 
94.82mph; 2, Klaus Ludwig (Mercedes 190E 2.5), 
38m26.27s; 3, Bernd Schneider (Mercedes 190E 2.5), 
38m39.30s; 4, Christian Danner (Alfa Romeo 155 V6 Ti) 
38m39.50s; 5, Alessandro Nannini (Alfa Romeo 155 V6 Ti), 
38m49.99s; 6, Nicola Larini (Alfa Romeo 155 V6 Ti), 
39m14.03s; 7, Uwe Alzen (Mercedes 190E 2.5), 
39m22.18s; 8, Jorg van Ommen (Mercedes 190E 2.5), 
38m36.40; 9, Sandy Grau (Mercedes 190E 2.5), 
39m51.49s; 10, Kurt Thiim (Mercedes 190E 2.5), 
39m15.33s. Fastest lap: Nannini, 57.248, 103.18mph. 


Round 18, 37 laps — 62.34 miles, Sep 12 

1, Asch, 36m31.83s, 102.39mph; 2, Danner, 38m32.16s; 3, 
Larini, 36M35.81s; 4, Thiim, 36m37.14s; 5, Giorgio Francia 
(Alfa Romeo 155 V6 Ti), 37m07.33s; 6, Grau, 37m14.85s; 
7, Alzen, 37m19.93s; 8, Olaf Manthey (Mercedes 190E 
2.5), 37mM27.08s; 9, Harald Becker (BMW M3), 36 laps; 10, 
van Ommen, 36. Fastest lap: Larini, 56.48s, 104.56mph. 
Championship positions: 1, Larini, 25ipts, 2, Asch, 186; 
3, Schneider, 166; 4, Ludwig, 163; 5, Danner, 153; 6, 
Thiim, 116; 7, Francia, 97; 8, Nannini, 81; 9, Van Ommen, 
76; 10, Ellen Lohr, (Mercedes 190E 2.5) 43. Final round: 
Hockenheim, Sep 19. 


German Formula 3 Championship, round 17, 
22 laps — 36.09 miles, Sep 11 


1, Jos Verstappen (Dallara-Opel 393), 20m30.02s, 
105.63mph; 2, Massimiliano Angelelli (Dallara-VW 393), 
20m33.54s; 3, Michael Krumm (Dallara-Opel 393), 
20m34.05s; 4, Sascha Maassen (Dallara-VW 393), 
20m38.37s; 5, Roberto Colciago (Dailara-Opel 393), 
20m42.11s; 6, Markus Liesner (Dallara-Opel 393), 
20m42.36s; 7, Marco Werner (Dallara-Opet 393), 
20m51.83s; 8, Gianmaria Regazzoni (Dallara-Opel 393), 
20m53.25s; 9, Philipp Peter (Dallara-Fiat 393), 21m04.46s; 
10, Patrick Valiant (Dallara-Fiat 393), 21m07.55s. Fastest 
lap: Angelelli, 54.92s, 107.53mph. 


Round 18, 14 laps — 22.97 miles, Sep 12 

1, Verstappen, 13m09,17s, 104.77mph; 2, Krumm, 
13m12.53s; 3, Colciago, 13m13.36s; 4, Angeielli, 
13m22.23s; 5, Maassen, 13m22.64s; 6, Jorg Muller 
(Dallara-Fiat 393), 13m23.45s; 7, Wermer, 13m24.44s; 8, 
Patrick Bernhardt (Ralt-VW RT36), 13m25.77s; 9, Regazzoni, 
13m26.59s; 10, Danny Pfeil (Dallara-Opel 393), 13m27.11s. 
Fastest lap: Verstappen, 55.40s, 1 06.60mph. 
Championship positions: 1, Verstappen, 265pts; 2, 
Maassen, 199; 3, Angelelli, 198; 4, Krumm, 174; Colciago, 
111; 6, Peter, 88; 7, Liesner 79; 8, Abt, 74; 9, Muller, 42; 


| 


Winner Villeneuve 
chip off old block 


TOYOTA ATLANTIC, MID- 
OHIO, USA, Sep 11: Jacques 
Villeneuve scored a decisive, 
talented victory at Mid-Ohio. In 
the style of his Formula Atlantic 
double-champion father, Gilles, 
he took the lead brilliantly from 
team mate Claude Bourbonnais, 
around the outside at the end of 
the main straight. 

Villeneuve took pole, breaking 
the track record by 0.2s, but 
was led away by Bourbonnais 
who pulled out two seconds 
before Villeneuve charged back 
to pass on lap 21. Local expert 
Colin Trueman finished third. 

Villeneuve is still in the 
championship race, while 
Bourbonnais lies six points 
behind series leader David 
Empringham, who was fourth. 
i Jeremy Shaw 


MID-OHIO (USA) 

Player’s Toyota Atlantic Championship, 
round 12, 30 laps — 67.5 miles, Sep 11 

1, Jacques Villeneuve (Ratt RT40), 38m38.04s, 104.83mph; 
2, Claude Bourbonnais (Ralt RT40), 38m38.68s; 3, Colin 
Trueman (Ralt RT40), 30 laps; 4, David Empringham (Ralt 
RT40), 30; 5, Patrick LeMarie (Ralt RT40), 30; 6, Peter 
Faucetta (Ralt RT40), 30; 7, Bert Hart (Ralt RT40), 30; 8, 
Jamie Galles (Ralt RT40), 30; 9, Charles Nearburg (Ralt 
RT40), 30; 10, Bobby Carville (Raven RVN93), 30. Fastest 
lap: Villeneuve, 1m16.32s, 106.13mph. Championship 
positions: 1, Empringham, 160pts; 2, Bourbonnais, 154; 3, 
Villeneuve, 138; 4, Trueman & Barker, 101; 6, Seibert, 95. 
Next round: Nazareth, Sep 18. 


Cool Kristensen 
clinches crown 


JAPANESE F3, SUGO, J, Sep 
12: Tom Kristensen clinched the 
Japanese F3 title with a fine 
drive to victory at Sugo. 

The race started on a damp 
track, with only Kristensen and 
Richard Dean on slicks. After 
struggling for a few laps, they 
stormed through on a drying 
track to finish first and second, 
Kristensen’s TOM’S car lapping 
two seconds faster than Dean’s. 

Early leader Anthony Reid 
hung on to finish third in his 
Dallara-Opel, while poleman 
Shinji Nakano spun off, pitted 
for slicks and spun off again. 
Regular front-runner Hidetoshi 
Mitsusada spun off on a warm- 
up lap, while title contender 
Rickard Rydell failed to make the 
start (see Pit & Paddock). 
wi Adam Cooper 


SUGO (J) 
Al-Japan F3 Championship, round 8, 25 laps 


— 57.54 miles, Sep 12 

1, Tom Kristensen (TOM’S-Toyota 033F), 38m16.44s, 
90.2imph; 2, Richard Dean (Reynard-Mugen 933), 
39m02.82s; 3, Anthony Reid (Dallara-Opel 393), 24 laps; 4, 
Kazuaki Takamura (Reynard-Mugen 933), 24; 5, Satoshi 
Motoyama (Dallara-Fiat 393), 24; 6, Eichi Tajima 
(Reynard-Mugen 933), 24; 7, Tetsuya Tanaka (TOM’S-Toyota 
033F), 24; 8, Shinsuke Shibahara (TOM’S-Toyota 033F), 24; 
9, Taki Inoue (Dallara-Mugen 393), 24; 10, Yukihiro Hane 
(Reynard-Mugen 923), 24. Fastest lap: Kristensen, 
{m26.48s, 95.81mph. Championship positions: 1, 
Kristensen, 57pts; 2, Rickard Rydell, 39; 3, Hidetoshi 
Mitsusada, 27; 4, Reid, 18; 5, Shinji Nakano, 17; 6, Dean, 


Sugo— Astrongwinin the race gave the Japanese F3 


Wallace prospers 
as Martin fades 


NASCAR WINSTON CUP, 
RICHMOND, USA, Sep 11: 
Rusty Wallace won his sixth race 
of the year while Mark Martin, 
who finished sixth, failed in his 
bid to become the first driver in 
the modern era to win five 
times in a row. 

Rookie Bobby Labonte started 
from his first pole, but Wallace 
took the lead only to be black- 
flagged on lap 95 for brake- 
testing the field at a restart. 

After losing nearly a lap, the 
Penske South Pontiac driver was 
back on leader Martin’s bumper 
by lap 241 after a quick green 
flag pitstop. On lap 267, he 
made a move past Martin and 
backmarker Jeff Purvis to retake 
the lead. 

While Martin’s Ford slipped to 
sixth over the last 100 laps, 
unable to cope with changing 
track conditions, Wallace held 
off a resurgent Bill Elliott and a 
gallant Dale Earnhardt, whose ill- 
handling Chevrolet had dropped 
to 20th before he mounted a 
recovery drive. 

Two cautions in the last 25 
laps helped Wallace to get away, 
Elliott and Earnhardt battling 
door-to-door after restarts for 
second place. Elliott eventually 
won the duel for his highest 
finish of the season in a Junior ° 
Johnson Ford. 

The previous day, Martin took 
his third straight Grand National 
race win, his seventh in a row 
including Winston Cup victories. 
i Jonathan Ingram 


RICHMOND (USA) 
NASCAR Winston Cup, round 23, 400 laps — 


300 miles, Sep 11 

1, Rusty Wallace (Pontiac Grand Prix), 3hOm09.00s, 
99.92mph; 2, Bill Elliott (Ford Thunderbird), 3h0m09.21s; 3, 
Dale Earnhardt (Chevrolet Lumina), 400 laps; 4, Ricky Rudd 
(Chevrolet Lumina), 400; 5, Brett Bodine (Ford Thunderbird), 
400; 6, Mark Martin (Ford Thunderbird), 400; 7, Darrell 
Waltrip (Chevrolet Lumina), 400; 8, Terry Labonte (Chevrolet 
Lumina), 400; 9, Kyle Petty (Pontiac Grand Prix), 400; 10, 
Jeff Gordon (Chevrolet Lumina}, 400. Champlonship 
positions: 1, Earnhardt, 3544pts; 2, Wallace, 3260; 3, 
Martin, 3227; 4, Dale Jarrett, 3108; 5, Morgan Shepherd, 
3011; 6, Petty, 2870; 7, Ken Schrader, 2851; 8, Elliott, 
2780; 9, Gordon, 2762; 10, Ernie Irvan, 2752. Next round: 
Dover, Sep 19. 


INTERNATIONAL RACING 
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Herta is champion 
after perfect run 


INDY LIGHTS, MID-OHIO, 
USA, Sep 12: Bryan Herta 
clinched the Firestone Indy 
Lights Championship with 
another faultless display at the 
Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course. The 
23-year-old American took pole 
in his MyLifeCard Lola-Buick 
193/20, then led all the way. 
Herta was pushed hard by 
Tasman Motorsports team mate 
Steve Robertson, the two 
moving clear of the field as they 
traded fastest laps. The 
Englishman was slightly faster, 
but Herta kept his cool to win. 
Pedro Chaves finished third. 
Robbie Groff was lucky to 
escape unhurt when his car was 
launched into a terrifying series 
of rolls in a collision with 
Fredrik Ekblom. A lengthy, full- 
course caution followed. 
Wi Jeremy Shaw 


MID-OHIO (USA) 
Firestone Indy Lights Championship, round 
10, 34 laps — 76.5 miles, Sep 12 


1, Bryan Herta, 51m17.04s, 88.39mph; 2, Steve Robertson, 
51m17.73s; 3, Pedro Chaves, 51m41.81s; 4, Greg Moore, 
52m05.73s; 5, Nick Firestone, 52m09.22s; 6, Franck Freon, 
52m16.23s; 7, Harald Huysman, 52m16.64s; 8, Fredrik 
Ekblom, 52m16.81s; 9, Hubert Haupt, 52m24.96s; 10, 
Cesar Jimenez, 52m24.38s. Fastest lap: Robertson, 
4m15.88s, 106.75mph. Championship positions: 1, Herta, 
169pts; 2, Freon, 108; 3, Robertson, 102; 4, Chaves, 87; 
5, Robby Groff, 77; 6, Huysman, 65. Next round: 
Nazareth, Sep 19. 


Genie 


Richmond- RustyWallaceclosedthegap 


Baldwin’s race but 
Sharp’s title 
TRANS-AM, MID-OHIO, USA, 
Sep 11: Buz McCall’s American 
Equipment Racing team scored 
its seventh victory from the last 
nine races on the SCCA Trans- 
Am Tour when Jack Baldwin led 
from flag to flag at Mid-Ohio. 

Baldwin, the outgoing 
champion, qualified on pole and 
held off the attentions of 
Tommy Archer, Paul Gentilozzi, 
Irv Hoerr and finally Bobby 
Archer before emerging with his 
first victory of the season. 

Team mate Scott Sharp, who 
was responsible for the team’s 
other six wins, spun out of fifth 
place on lap two. But he 
climbed all the way through 
from 28th to regain fifth to 
clinch a second Trans-Am title. 
mi Jeremy Shaw 


MID-OHIO (USA) 
SCCA Trans-Am Tour, round 13, 45 laps — 
101.25 miles, Sep 11 


1, Jack Baldwin (Chevrolet Camaro), 1h14m11.16s, 
81.89mph; 2, Bobby Archer (Dodge Daytona), 1h14m11.57s; 
3, Irv Hoerr (Chevrolet Camaro), 45 laps; 4, Paul Gentilozzi 
(Chevrolet Camaro), 45; 5, Scott Sharp (Chevrolet Camaro), 
45; 6, Tommy Archer (Dodge Daytona), 45; 7, Greg Pickett 
(Chevrolet Camaro), 45; 8, Jeff Purner (Chevrolet Camaro), 
45; 9, Ron Fellows (Ford Mustang Cobra), 45; 10, Dorsey 
Schroeder (Chevrolet Camaro), 45. Fastest lap: Baldwin, 
4m24.61s, 95.73mph. Championship positions: 1, Sharp, 
342pts; 2, Fellows, 293; 3, Baldwin, 275; 4, Bobby Archer, 
262; 5, Tommy Archer, 242; 6, Pickett, 228. Final round: 
Dallas, Sep 19. 


@ Alex Padilla took contro! of Sunday's 
Zerex Saab Pro Series at Mid-Ohio qualifying 
on pole position and never being seriously 
threatened. Brandon Sperling moved up from 
his sixth on the grid to take over second on 
lap eight from Riccardo Dona. 


@ The Monza Renault Clio Eurocup race 
was won by Spaniard Eduardo de Aysa. 
Salvatore Pirro was the highest placed Italian 
finishing second and Bernard was third also 
taking fastest lap. 


@ Angel Burgueno won the sixth round of 
the Spanish Formula Renault Championship 
at Jarama ahead of poleman Ricardo Galiano 
and championship leader David Bosch. 


@ Rudi Schurter made two winning runs 
in his Dallara-Opel to score his first Swiss 


| F3 title at Gurnigel Hiliclimb. He has finished 


runner-up for the last two years. 


@ The Swiss Touring Car Championship 
was tied up by Edy Kamm in a VW Vento at 
Gurnigel Hillclimb. Bernard Thuner was 
second driving a Peugeot 405. 


@ Geoff Brabham and Tasmanian dairy 
farmer David Parsons drove a Ford Falcon to 
victory in Sunday's Sandown 500 Australian 
Touring Car race. Hae 


@ BMW and Opel shared the honours with 
a win each at Goldfields Raceway in South — 
Africa. Only five cars entered the event with — 
Deon Joubert winning the first race and 
Mike Briggs the second. ee 


12. Next round: Suzuka, Sep 22. 
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TRACK TEST 


Action! 

Power downand 
some frantic 
button pressing 
keeps the 
Impreza racing 
towards another 
fasteststage 
time. The 
gearshift 
buttonscan be 
seen by our man 
Oswin’s right 
hand 


Subaru’s new semi-automatic Impreza is set to 
change the way rally drivers Swap gears for ever — 
if it’s not banned first. We try the push-button future 


hey say you can’t teach 

old dogs new tricks. If 

that is true, then there 

will be a lot of old dogs 

on the rallying scrap 

heap once more teams 

find the worth of 

Subaru’s semi-auto 

gear shift system, fitted to the new 

Impreza 555, debuted in Finland. 

Quantum leaps in rallying tend 

to be few and far between. Indeed, 

the last major step forward would 

have been when Audi’s four-wheel 

drive Quattro changed the face of 
transmissions for over a decade. 

But the Impreza 555 might be 

heralded as the next quantum leap 

and drivers will have to adapt 

swiftly to the concept of steering 

wheel mounted gearshift buttons 

(very ‘Formula 1’) or think about 
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alternative careers. Ari Vatanen 
admitted in Finland that he was not 
using the system, preferring to 
change gear manually as he has 
done for a couple of decades. ‘This 
is not a rally to have a driving 
lesson,’ he insisted. But Subaru’s 
two hot-shot youngsters — Richard 
Burns and Alister McRae — have 
spent a lot of time testing the 
Impreza while Vatanen and Colin 
McRae have been rallying around 
the world. And they want it now... 

There is more to the Impreza 
than just the gearbox but, for the 
moment, let us linger a while on 
the concept. It took the world by 
storm at the 1992 Auto Sports 
International show at the NEC 
where it walked off with the award 
for technical excellence. 

An air compressor operates the 


BY KEITH OSWIN PHOTOGRAPHY SETH MAYHEW/MIRA PHOTOGRAPHIC UNIT 


system, changing gear up or down 
through the standard H-pattern in 
just 0.2s. The driver keeps his 
hands on the steering wheel while 
the gear lever goes through its 
usual movements. Bizarre, true, 
but highly effective. 

Crunched — or missed — gears 
are now a thing of the past and, if 
Max Mosley is really thinking of a 
technology ban in rallying, he 
should think again. The Subaru 
team ran the whole 1000 Lakes 
Rally on one gearbox, without 
even a precautionary switch, so 
the system’s effectiveness in saving 
the unit from destruction at the 
hands of a driver was made clear. 

The Impreza 555 is smaller than 
the Legacy RS it replaces. Shorter 
by 170mm, lower and narrower as 
well, so the big family saloon of the 


past is now long gone. This is a 
muscle car, one with real attitude. 

Since the demise of Group B, 
only Lancia and Toyota have 
regularly run at the head of the 
pack. The Italians have won every 
Group A World Championship so 
far but, depending on what 
happens this weekend in Australia, 
it looks to be going to Japan in 
1993. But Subaru’s emergence 
could be the most significant rise 
to power. 

Victory in New Zealand justified 
the effort made by the Banbury 
engineers and wrapped up the 
Legacy era in fine style. 

Enter the Impreza with Vatanen 
pushing Toyota’s Juha Kankkunen 
to the very limits of commitment in 
Finland. The Subaru took second, 
but could so easily have been first. 


These are busy times for the 
Prodrive camp. Half the workforce 
is in Australia where Vatanen and 
Colin McRae are bidding for 
victory on the Telecom Rally 
Australia with a third 555 team 
Legacy (driven by Possum Bourne) 
aiming to wrap up the Asia-Pacific 
Championship. 

Another group is on the Isle of 
Man where the Elonex Legacys of 
Richard Burns and Alister McRae 
are aiming to wrap up Subaru’s 
third consecutive British title. 

Meanwhile, the test team has 
been working at the Motor 
Industry Research Association 
(MIRA) test facility near Nuneaton. 
The Impreza is the focus of their 
attention, evaluating the lessons 
learned in Finland and honing the 
car to perfection for the Network 


Don’t try to tell 
me that this sort 
of technology 
should be 
banned 


Q RAC Rally, in November. 

‘It’s so easy to drive that even I 
can do it!’ joked David Richards, 
Prodrive’s managing director, in 
Finland. But could I? 

Strapped into the Subaru, the 
driver’s first impression is of an 
awful lot of Kevlar. The dashboard 
is a work of art, the black matting 
moulded perfectly to house the 
instruments, dominated by rev 
counter and boost gauge. 

A turn of the master switch — 
located roughly where the stereo 
would be on the road car — brings 
the electrical circuits humming 
into life. Check the thing is in 
neutral, depress the clutch and 
press the big red starter button. 
The superb flat four ‘boxer’ engine 
fires immediately, settling into a 
throbbing growl. It wants to play. 


Rather like the first time I ever 
drove an automatic road car, or 
even my left-hand drive debut, the 
next trick was to clear the mind of 
any previous conceptions. Once 
on the move, the gear lever would 
not require my assistance, nor 
would the clutch pedal. 

However, first we have to get 
the Subaru into gear. Depress the 
clutch once more and reach for the 
lever. ‘No,’ says the engineer, ‘try 
flicking the button.’ 

OK. Clutch pedal down, press 
the steering wheel lever (one on 
each side of the wheel mounted at 
‘quarter to three’) and, hey presto! 
The gear lever moves of its own 
accord, selecting first with a 
positive and satisfying thump 
which makes the car kick. It 
definitely wants to  play!> 
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| TRACK TEST 


SUBARU IMPREZA 555 


4 So off we go, gently at first to 
acclimatise oneself to the 
principles. Keep the foot on the 
accelerator and select second 
when the revs hit the mid 7000s. It 
feels strange for the first few 
changes but the system is so slick, 
SO positive, that it quickly feels the 
most natural thing in the world. 

The road car will have a gear 
position indicator but the rally car 
does not. I have been enjoying 
myself so much I am now in sixth 
and unaware of it until I try to flick 
up to the non-existent seventh. No 
go, I can’t make that mistake. Like 
they said, it’s idiot proof... 

So what about down changes? 


Same thing applies, back off the 
gas or hit the rock solid brake pedal 
and flick the switches at the rear of 
the wheel. Clunk, clunk, clunk and 
down she goes with nary a twitch. 

Oh boy, is this thing the 
business. The Impreza sits four 
square on the road despite this 
being a gravel suspension set up on 
smooth asphalt, usually a recipe 
for some rocking and rolling (and 
hopefully not the latter). 

It accelerates like a demon, 
racing up to the rev _ limit 
somewhere in the mid-8000s, 
depending on the engine set-up, 
before the juddering limiter tells 
me I should have changed up 


Rally winners get 
to do ‘doughnuts’ 
as part of their 
victory 
celebrations. 
Move over Ari... 


Subaru has the 
right weapon 
for the task and 
who would bet 
against a rash of 
victories? 


Throttle cable 


Prodrive Engineering Limited 


The SportShift 
system laid bare. 
The driver begins 
the operation 
with the steering 
wheel shift 
buttons and then, 
ina fractionofa 
second, the 
actuators will 
have catapulted 
the gearbox into 
action 


Gear shift up/down 


Wheel speed 
Engine speed 


THE SPORTSHIFT TRANSMISSION 


The semi-automatic transmission fitted to 
the Subaru Impreza 555 was developed 
as a ‘retro-fit’ option for the Legacy RS 
by Prodrive Engineering. 

Known as SportShift, the system has 
already been fitted to models in Subaru's 
family saloon range, plus a Ferrari owned 
by the Sultan of Brunei. Although 
developed initially for use in top-level 
rallying, SportShift can be fitted ¢o any 
manual gearbox, interchangeable software 
deciding the manner of the g : 

Gearchanges are initiated by the driver 
using steering wheel-mounted buttons. An 
ECU takes command of the throttle to 
synchronise engine and gear speed before 
slotting the selectors to a higher or lower 
gear as demanded. 

The pneumatic actuator which moves 
the gear lever through its normal 
H-pattern consists of a three-piston 
mechanism to move the lever, run by 
compressed air which is supplied by 
either an electrically or engine-driven 
pump. 

SportShift will not allow gearchanges to 
be made if they would induce over-rewving 


somewhat earlier. If 060mpii 
times matter, it will do the job ing 
shade over three seconds. ) 

The torque split is 50/50 so 
handling is neutral with the 
slightest tendency to understeerin 
slow corners if you have not set the 
car up in oversteer beforehand. 

It’s all so controllable and I know 
that this car is a winner through | 
and through. So does Prodrive. 

Earlier this year the team’s 
engineering director, David 
Lapworth, declared that Subaru 
would win a World Championship 
rally in 1993, probably with the 
Legacy but almost certainly with } 
the Impreza. Well it came right 
with the Legacy in New Zealand 
and might easily have worked with 
the Impreza in Finland. 

Subaru has the right weapon for 
the task and who could bet against 
a rash of victories next year — 
possibly starting with the Rally Car 
of the Year trophy at December’s 
AUTOSPORT awards, repeating the 
Legacy’s success last year? 

Don’t try to tell me that this sort 
of technology should be banned. It 
allows the driver to drive at his best 
and lets him do it safely. As his 
hands rarely leave the wheel, he 
always has total control. 

On an event such as Corsica 
where corners are 10-a-Centime, a 
driver might expect to spend most 
of the rally driving one-handed in a 
manual car. 

The rumble of thunder which 
had moved closer throighout our 
test session turned more violent. 
Forks of lightning split the skies 
over Warwickshire and as the first 
rain hit the raked windshield, it 
seemed prudent to return Subaru’s 
four-wheel drive ‘Game Boy’ to its 
owners. The schedule over the 
next few months is busy enough 
without having to rebuild a test car 
into the bargain... m 


because of too eager downchanges. The 
system will ‘blip’ the accelerator and 
delay the clutch operation until gear and 
engine speeds are fully synchronised. 

it is possible for the driver to use the 
Standard gear lever for manual operation 
at any time. | 

A conventional automatic gearbox would 
use, typically, around 15% more fuel than 
a manual, but SportShift has no effect on 
fuel consumption. It does, however, 
remove the element of human error which | 
generates missed or baulked gears. 

Future developments should lead to the 
removal of the synchromesh in a standard 
gearbox, thereby allowing for extra gear 
ratios to be fitted or for smaller and 
lighter ‘boxes to be designed. 

A hydraulic version is already under 
development, as is a system which would 
be fully automatic with the driver only 
selecting first or reverse before the 
system takes over completely. 

Several major manufacturers are 
looking at the system and factory-fitted 
options should cost no more than, for 
example, power steering or ABS brakes. 
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RACE OF MY LIFE 


Adrian Hamilton 
Group 1 handicap race 
Thruxton 

May 2, 1971 
Mercedes 600 


f the few races I 
contested, one 
stands out as partic- 
ularly memorable 
because, although I 
was not very 
successful, it was 
just really good fun. 
The event was a Group 1 handicap 
race that the BARC had decided to 
run at Thruxton and, at the time, I 
thought it might be fun to enter. 
Up until then I had done a lot of 
sprints and hillclimbs in a GT40 my 
father owned — chassis number 
1045 — and I had entered and 
managed teams at Le Mans for 
three years running. But my racing 
experience was rather limited. 
My father’s normal day to day 
transport at the time was a 
Mercedes 600 which was the sort 
of thing that the Pope and Mafia 
bosses used to drive around in. So 
once I had got an entry I asked him 
whether he was using the car over 
the weekend. He said he wasn’t, so 
I then asked if I could borrow it and 
he said yes. Then after having said 
yes, immediately asked why. The 
answer was simply that I had 
entered it for a Group 1 saloon car 


INTERVIEW BY GHARLES ARMSTRONG-WILSON 


» 


race at Thruxton. That produced a . 


fairly strange look, but eventually 
he said yes. 

I drove it down to Thruxton, 
removed the hub caps, put some 
tape on the headlights, made sure 
there was plenty of oil in it and off 
we went. One other modification 
for racing was a method of keeping 
myself in the large wide leather 
seats. I used a couple of dampened 
pillows stuck either side of my 
thighs to stop me sliding around 
and they were taped in to make a 
makeshift bucket seat. I was then 
held by the ordinary lap and 
diagonal seatbelt which 
fortunately was static rather than 
the inertia type. If I hadn’t had 
those pillows there I would 
certainly have ended up in.the 
passenger seat with all the rolling 
and pitching. 


The car was something in the | 


order of two and a half tons of 
6.3-litre automatic and in a straight 
line it was actually quite fast. But 
the handling with the Mercedes air 
suspension was something else 
and the brakes were almost non- 
existent as standard. 

Needless to say after four laps of 
Thruxton the car ran completely 
out of brakes and when I put my 
foot on the pedal it went straight to 
the floor. So the only way to scrub 
the speed off, coming up to the 
chicane, was to go hard right, hard 
left, get the whole thing swinging 
and round we went. It would have 
been a lot easier if ’'d had a-knob 
on the steering like a disabled 
driver. I did think there was a high 


chance of ending up in the back of 
the grandstand, but fortunately I 
managed to keep it on the black. 
Everybody at the circuit loved it 
though and I amused the crowd if 
nothing else. 

But although it was slow around 
the corners I did manage to make it 
go quite quickly in a straight line. I 
don’t know how much 
horsepower it was producing, but 
I should think it was probably 
doing about four and a half miles to 
the gallon. 

I used the gearbox manually 
flicking it through first, second and 


lused a couple 
of dampened 
pillows stuck 
either side of my 
thighs to stop 
me sliding 
around 


DRIAN HAMILTON — CLASSIC RACING CAR DEALER 


Adrian Hamilton, 45, was born in Woking, 
and educated in Sussex. He served in the 
merchant navy for three years then joined 
his father Duncan Hamilton’s company. 
For the last 26 years he has. been selling 
some of the world’s most important 
historic competition cars, including several 
ex-works Ferraris. His competition career, 
began with a Ford GT40 belonging to his 
father that he used in sprints and 
hillclimbs. He also ran an Escort Twincam 
in the British Touring Car Championship 
for two seasons with some success. The 
regular drivers were John Hine, Mike 
Hailwood and Roy Pierpoint, but he did a 
few races himself, achieving three third 
overalls and a class win. He also ran a 
total of eight cars at Le Mans during the 
1970s. The BRDC recently made him a 
patron member of the club. 


Seg 


i 


i 
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third, then knocking it down to use 
the engine for a little braking. 
Afterwards I think the ’box was a 
little bit smoky. Otherwise it was 
just keep your trotter hard in and 
keep it swinging. 

I think the race was about 10 
laps and I finished well down the 
order. But it was worth it for the 
amount of hilarity it produced 
from the locals. My mother 
thought I had gone completely 
mad. My father did, too. 

The race was won by David 
Pyers in an Alfa 1750. There were 
about 28 cars entered, but quite a 
few fell off. I think I even nudged a 
little Fiat 600 off the track. It was 
blocking my passage through the 
chicane at one point, so it had to 
have a little nudge to flick it out of 
the way. The driver, John 
Stapleton, was not too amused. 

After the race we had to wait for 
the brakes to cool down before we 
were able to drive it home. 

I unfortunately wasn’t offered a 
works drive from Daimler Benz 
which I was hoping for. But we 
survived and the car continued to 
be driven on a daily basis by my 
father after I had retired it from its 
motor racing career, albeit a rather 
short one. 

It was fun and amusing on the 
day and, although it was one of the 
few races I’ve taken part in, it was 
one of the most memorable and I 
call that the race of my life. m 


i Next week Niki Lauda 
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FROST’S NATIONAL SPEED TRIALS” 


Graham Hathaway’s staggering performancein Alan Fenwick’s road-tyred Ford RS200E was greeted witha huge cheer from the large crowd 


Gray on a black day 


John Gray’s mighty SPA-Judd V10 was again unmatchable at Brighton, but his 
third successive victory was joyless, set against a backdrop of tragedy 


he death of Simon Law 
in an accident during 
qualifying cast a dark 
cloud over the annual 
Speed Trials. Law, 
driving Tony Marsh’s 
Rovercraft for the 
fourth successive 
year, crashed beyond the finish 
of the half-mile course. 

After much deliberation — and 
at the wish of Simon’s brother 
Nick, who was also competing — 
the meeting continued, over a 
quarter of a mile. 

John Gray, who had been 
quickest over the greater 
distance in damp conditions, 
sealed his third successive 
Brighton victory on his opening 
run-off shot, but subsequently 
fired his shrill 700bhp SPA-Judd 
V10 down the short strip in a 
Staggering 8.90s to the approval 
of the packed audience. 

‘I gave it 7000rpm off the line 
that time,’ said the Aberdonian, 
who must win at both Aintree 
and Weston-super-Mare to snatch 
the British Sprint title from 
reigning champion Chris Hill. 

Shaken by the fatality, Hill was 
in two minds as to whether to 
continue. His decision was eased 
when rain gave way to blazing 
sunshine. Chris qualified second, 
0.04s clear of six-time Brighton 
run-off winner Ken Ayers, whose 
last effort put him 0.07s ahead. 

Unable to add to his score 
unless he finished second or 
better, Chris left the line with 
both rear tyres on his 3.3-litre 

Reynard Formula 3000 car alight. 


Wreathed in blue smoke for the 


* 70yd the Avons launched it on a 


156mph charge which beat the 
more powerful Pilbeam. 

A dragging clutch hobbled 
fourth qualifier Clive Harris’s 
Ralt, and his singleton run was 
eclipsed by a splendid blast from 
veteran Les Edmunds in the 
unique BRD Thundersports car. 

Harris faded, but was a second 
clear of the only other registered 
contender, Mallock Clubmans 
driver Mick Brabrook-Norman. 

Following a long delay, the 
classes were all decided by a 
single run. The times set by 
Mike Smith in his impressive 
Caterham HPC and Barrie Lines 
with the awesome TVR Tuscan 


John Gray secured his Brighton hat-trick with an 8.9s quarter mile in his SPA-Judd V10 


in taking Modified Production 
honours would both have 
comfortably made the run-off, 
had the cars been eligible for 
the RAC Championship. 

Former Toyota F3 racer Smith 
headed a Caterham whitewash 
among the 2-litres, Super Sevens 
filling the top five places. Peter 
Turner’s Lotus Elan was the first 
interloper, the only other car to 


pull 100mph over the finish line. 


Lines saw off last year’s 
winner Craig Jones’s 5-litre 
Morgan in a 42-car field, with 
Mountune engine builder Mark 
Dann also under 12 seconds in 
David Hicks’s Ford Sierra RS500. 

The baby class fell to Ken 
Banks’s Davrian, which had a 


second on the pristine Raven 
Racing Mini Cooper S of Ian 

_ Clark and Patrick Howe. Clark 
beat the car’s owner by 0.06s! 
Colin Parrott’s turbocharged 
Davrian-Imp, the winner last 
September, was sidelined on the 
startline by a broken spark plug. 

Brabrook-Norman and co-driver 

Rob Dilley were roundly beaten 
to the Clubmans pot by Brian 
Horne, who was not registered 
for the Top 12. Poor small 
Sports Libre classes went to 
Mark Britt’s howling OMS-Suzuki 
(at a strong 119mph) and the 
hybrid Morgan of Peter Askew. 

The large capacity split was 

another matter, with many of 
the country’s most exotic 
specialised sportscars in the 
42-car field. Edmunds’s BRD — 
the only full-blown sports racer 
— won it, but the crowd went 
wild when Graham Hathaway 
catapulted Alan Fenwick’s 
600bhp Ford RS200E down the 
strip only half a second slower. 
To prove its docility, the 
ferociously accelerative Group B 
supercar was then driven home. 

California-based Australian 
Kerry Horan’s TVR Griffith 
bagged third, from Cheng Lim’s 
7.4-litre RAM SC and Malcolm 
Macadam in the swiftest of six 
GTD 40s. The Kougar-Jaguar 
club was out in force as usual, 
Rodney Barbour’s car quickest 
for the third year running. 

Aviator Tony Bianchi rumbled 
the Allard ‘Farrellac’ V8 to 
victory in the Historic class. In 
stark contrast, Edward Way’s 
screaming supercharged Austin 
won the VSCC handicap. 

Only 16 Racing Cars ran in 
five groups. Geoff Jackson’s 
ex-Ross Cheever Ralt-BDA RT3 
topped the 1600s, while Richard 
George’s gorgeous Pilbeam-Hart 
outgrunted Stephen George’s 
Maco-Toyota among the 2-litres. 
Pete Griffiths was set to 
challenge George when his 
Chevron B47’s transmission 
failed. Gray headed Hill by 0.71s, 
but Ayers was consistently 
fastest through the speed trap. 


Frost’s National Speed Trials; RAC British 


Sprint Championship, round nine, Sep 11 
BTD: John Gray (3.5 SPA-Judd V10), 8.90s/150mph. Top 
12 Run-off: 1, Gray, 8.90s/150; 2, Chris Hill (3.3 
Reynard-Cosworth DFL 88D), 9.49s/156; 3, Ken Ayers (4.0 
Pilbeam-Cosworth DFL MP58), 9.54s/160; 4, Les Edmunds 
(4.5 BRD-Rover TS001), 10.238/128; 5, Clive Harris (2.8 
RaltHart RT3/4), 10.54s/132; 6, Mick Brabrook-Norman 
(1.7 Mallock-Ford U2 Mk20/24), 11.68s/113; no other 
Starters. Class winners: 1, Ken Banks (1.1 Davrian-imp 
Mk7), 13.088/98; Mike Smith (2.0 Caterham-Vauxhall HPC), 
11.788/110; Barrie Lines (5.0 TVR-Rover Tuscan), 
11.498/123; Brian Horne (1.7 Mallock-Ford U2 Mk20/24), 
11.438/111; Mark Britt (1.3 OMS-Suzuki $C1/01), 
11.68s/119; Peter Askew (1.6 Morgan-BDA 4/4), 
13.61s/101; Edmunds, 10.44s/128; Tony Bianchi (6.4 
Allard-Cadillac), 13.19s/111; Frank Bruce:White (0.5 Cooper 
Flash SpecialTriumph), 16.06s/80; Stuart Olley (0.85 
Arcos-Reliant 9), 17.53s/68; Geoff Jackson (1.6 Ralt-BDA 
RT3), 11.368/115; Richard George (2.0 Pilbeam- 
Hart/Connaught MP62), 10.28s/129; Gray, 9.04s/142. 
Brighton & Hove MC Handicap: Christopher Armstrong 
(2.0 Vauxhall Nova 16v), 14.90s, h/cap. RAC British 
Sprint Championship positions: 1, Hill, 66 pts; 2, Gray, 
48; 3, Patrick Wood (4.7 Pilbeam-Rover/JE MP58), 43; 4, 
Roger Kilty (1.6 Chevron-BDA B49), 34; 5, Ayers, 32; 6, 
Tony Marsh (4.5t Rovercraft-Rover V8), 30; etc. Next 
round: Aintree, Sep 25. 
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GULF OIL RAC BRITISH HILLCLIMB CHAMPIONSHIP 


WISCOMBE 


REPORT AND PHOTOGRAPHY MARCUS PYE 


Roy Lane scored his 66th RAC Hillclimb win to equal David Grace’s seasonal 
tally of six and take their epic title battle to Doune’s finale this weekend 


t mid-morning, with 
torrential rain and 
biting winds 
threatening the 
meeting, and half 
the competitors 
already heading for 
home, David 
Grace looked to have won the 
Gulf Oil RAC British Hillclimb 
Championship, in association 
with AUTOSPORT. ‘I congratulated 
him at Prescott last week, and 
I'll do it again,’ said outgoing 
titlist Roy Lane. ‘It’s not the way 
I want to win it,’ replied Grace, 
but it was far from overt... 

Organiser Five Clubs wanted 
to continue and, despite 
standing water in the braking 
area for Sawbench hairpin and a 
river washing across the Esses, 
decided to proceed. The rain 
obligingly slackened for a few 
minutes, and the remaining 
drivers coped admirably with the 
worst the elements could throw 
at them, watched only by the 
hardiest of enthusiasts. 

Lane’s Steel King Pilbeam 
MP58 qualified top, more than a 
second. clear of Grace’s Hart 
DFR-powered MP58 and 2-litre 
class winner Alister 
Douglas-Osborn, who was 
revelling in the performance of 
the works Vauxhall-powered 
MP@2. Its 270bhp output was 
perfect for the conditions. 

Roy rubbed his advantage 
home in the run-off, his higher 
set chassis better balanced than 
Grace’s, and able to put its 
power down much more 
efficiently out of the first corner 
(Wis) and the two hairpins on 
the treacherously slippery track. 
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Mark Colton, who needed to 
win the last two rounds to rob 
Lane of second place in the 
series, was next into the 
40-second bracket, but was 
immediately edged out of second 
by AD-O, who fully exploited 
the MP62’s inherent grip in the 
Esses. ‘I was on the boards from 
the hump to Sawbench,’ said the 
delighted 1977 RAC champion. 

Grace, who looked to be 
struggling all day, found himself 
sixth after the opening runs, but 
clawed his way tenaciously back 
to fourth at the close, pursued 
by Graham and Andy Priaulx. 
The latter made his course debut 
in Saturday’s clubbie (which 
AD-O won), and drew level with 
Simon Durling in the table by 
bumping him to seventh. 


Above: The 
dominant Roy 
Lanefires his 
Pilbeam-DFL off 
the line. Left: 
Class winner 
Bill Bristow 
slithers out of 
Wis. His time 
would have 
qualified him 
ninth for the 
run-off! Photo: 
Jerry Sturman 


Durling’s mechanic had 
worked throughout the week to 
repair his MP62 following its 
Prescott shunt, but Simon 
wasted his opener by going 
straight on at Martini. He 
bounced back to pip Brian 
Walker’s sensational 
Norton-powered HiTech — the 
first rotary-engined car to qualify 
for an RAC Hillclimb run-off — 
and Mike Lee’s Lyncar-BDG by 
0.01s and 0.03s respectively. Lee 
failed to reach the summit 
initially, having clobbered the 
bank at Sawbench. 

Steve Jewell went straight on 
there on his first climb, but 
grabbed the last point, ousting 
Phil Jefferies who went straight 
on at Martini first time up in the 
frenetic HiTech-Norton. 


Richard Brown — who 
switched from John Beattie’s 


_SPA-Judd to Grace’s car on the 


day, renewing last year’s 
partnership, stood down to 
allow David an unimpeded shot 
at the championship. 

Richard’s son Tom drove his 
Haggispeed-prepared HiTech- 
Yamaha 500 superbly to head 
John Corbyn’s Jedi by 0.04s at 
the break, but Corbyn’s 
experience (and a plug change) 
won the day and kept his 
Leaders title hopes alive. 

Having beaten Peter Harper’s 
Vision-BDA on Saturday, Simon 
Ashley found himself alone in 
the 1600cc class for the National 
event. He should have registered 
to claim his Top 12 place... 

Colin Pook had a second over 
Chris Merrick in the Clubmans 
section. The Sports Libre classes 
were poorly supported, although 
Andrew Fraser’s vitesse in Tim 
Painter’s MG Metro 6R4 would 
have earned him a run-off place 
if he had been a contender. 

More remarkable was the pace 
of 2-litre Modified Production 
victor Bill Bristow, whose 
hooded Caterham-BDE would 
have qualified ninth had it been 
eligible for the Gulf series. 

Bristow’s rival Rob Fradley 
elected to take but one run but 
finished a strong second in his 
pushrod-engined Seven, ahead of 
HWM-Jaguar ace Clive Richards 
in a Caterham-Vauxhall circuit 
racing car. Carl Talbot (KAD 
Lotus 7) held off Andy Russell’s 
Ginetta-Imp G15 by 0.2s in the 
1400cc class, while Ferrari 
expert Tony Lambert maintained 
his assault on the Bridgestone 
Leaders title with a splendid win 
over former ASWMC champion 
Jonathan Williamson’s Porsche in 
the top capacity split. m 


Gulf Oil RAC British Hillclimb Championship, 
round 15; Bridgestone RAC Leaders Hillclimb 


Championship, round 12, Sep 12 

BTD: Roy Lane (4.0 Pilbeam-Cosworth/J&F DFL MP58-8), 
40.07s. Top 12 Run-Off: 1, Lane, 40.07s; 2, Alister 
Douglas-Osborn (2.0 Pilbeam-Vauxhall/Swindon MP62), 
40.66s; 3, Mark Colton (3.5 Roman-Judd WJ), 40.738; 4, 
David Grace (3.5 Pilbeam-Hart DFR MP58), 41.46s; 5, 
Graham Priaulx (2.8 Pilbeam-Hart/Beattie MP57), 41.66s; 6, 
Andy Priaulx (2.8 Pilbeam-Hart/Beattie MP57), 42.92s; 7, 
Simon Durling (2.0 Pilbeam-Vauxhall/Swindon MP62), 
43.79s; 8, Brian Walker (0.6r HiTech-Norton DP1100), 
43.80s; 9, Mike Lee (2.0 Lyncar-BDG MS79A), 43.82s; 10, 
Steve Jewell (2.0 Chevron-Hart/Merlin B48), 45.31s; 11, Phil 
Jefferies (0.6r HiTech-Norton DP1100), 45.61s. NS: Richard 
Brown (3.5 Pilbeam-Hart DFR MP58). Class winners: Carl 
Talbot (1.4 Lotus-BMC/KAD 7), 46.43s; Bill Bristow (2.0 
Caterham-BDE Super 7), 44.42s; Tony Lambert (3.0t Ferrari 
308 GT4), 45.67s; Colin Pook (1.7 Mallock-Ford U2 Mk25), 
45.79s; Richard Price (1.3 Nike-Alfa Romeo Mki2), 53.46s; 
Tony Wiltshire (1.6 Lola-Rover/Warrior 786/90), 46.39s; 
Andrew Fraser (3.0 MG Metro 6R4 TPR4100), 45.30s; John 
Corbyn (0.5 Jedi-Yamaha TZ 2/91), 45.63s; Walker, 44.915; 
Simon Ashley (1.6 Ralt-BDA RT3), 43.84s; Douglas-Osborn, 
42.13; Lane, 40.84s; Mark Shillaber (1.4 Ford Fiesta Super 
Sport), 50.49s; Graham Heathman (2.0 Ford Escort), 
47.82s; JoAnn Bigger (1.8 Lotus Elan/KMR), 51.37s. Guit 
Oil RAC British Hillclimb Championship positions: 1, 
Grace, 96 pts; 2, Lane, 95; 3, Colton, 91; 4, Graham 
Hickman (3.7 Pilbeam-Hart DFR MP58), 57; 5, Durling and 
Andy Priaulx, 41, etc. Final round: Doune, Sep 19. 
Bridgestone RAC MSA Leaders Championship 
positions: 1, Lambert, Corbyn and Bristow, 72pts; 4, 
Talbot, 69; 5, Mark Britt (1.3 OMS-Suzuki SC1/01), 66; 6, 
Jefferies, 63; etc. Final round: Doune, Sep 19. 
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Xettiewell of MILL HOUSE BOOKS offer a unique personal 
by return-of-post (subject to availability); our books are 
protection 


; and our post & packaging charge for UK 


Customers 5 Only £3.00 for orders up to £50 and FREE over £50. 


does not permit us to list all of our books. Suffice to say we can supply 
virtually any motoring (or motorcycling) book generally available plus many motor 
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| AUTOCOURSE 1993/94 edited by Alan Henry. 43rd 


edition on the world’s leading Formula 1 annual will be 

blished in mid-December. POST FREE offer (UK and 
aim tolandont LBM DOC 31) .......-.-s00.--.ce000 £25.00 
INDY CAR 1992/93: The Men & Machines of eon 


2. 
ULA 1 ANNUAL 1992. ; . 
AUTOSPORT YEARBOOK & DIRECTORY 1993 £9.95 
DAYTONA 500: The Men And Machines Of S 
Weeks '93 (Hughes) ......................00 2.50 


Sporting titles from overseas publishers. 


ENDURANCE RACING 1982-91 (Briggs) ........... £40.00 


JIM CLARK: The Legend Lives On Gauld) .......... 
STIRLING MOSS: My Cars, My Career ... 
POWER & GLORY Voi 1: 1906-1951 (Cou 
POWER & GLORY Vol 2: 1952-1972 (Court 
RACERS APART: Memories Of Motor 
(Tremayne) ............. 


RACING CAR SINCE 1975 


Formula 1 Circus (Donaldson) . 

THE ANATOMY & DEVELOPMENT 
PROTOTYPE RACING CAR (Bamsey) 
By pide: Line LG Kecivewee 

RACING A “ 
CHEVRON: The Derek Bennett Fru: . £18.50 
SCARAB: Race Log Of The All-American Specials 
CUE as eee Se re ee £32.99 
HOW TO REACH THE TOP AS A COMPETITION 


DRIVER (Turner & Ta FE See eee £15.99 
a SAL 
y 


BOOKS === 


THE LEGENDARY ITALIAN GRAND PRIX edited b 

Paulo Montagna. 283 large pages detailing history of the 
Italian GP from 1921-1989. Race reports, driver profiles, 
car specifications and full statistics. Hundreds of colour 


LO 


and b/w photos. Was £59.50 0... .cecesccsescsesseseeceeees £15.95 


Dune buggy isc our Offroad circuit 
MOTOR RACING THROUGH THE FIFTIES by rove near nivel 
400 cc 2 stroke U Cted Pilots. 
Practice and Heats 
Semis and Final 


THE GREATEST RACING ON EARTH 


ND PRIX BRITISH WINNERS by Maurice Hamilton. 
208 pages on British drivers who have won a World 


and Team Manager. Subsequently he was with Lotus’s Bamsey. 96 pages on pre-war GP cars. 


anaes je study of the men and machines. ....... £19.99 
“THE MILLER DYNASTY: A Technical History Of The Bamsey. 96 pages on Chevy- and Aston-engined sports 
Work Of Harry A. Miller, His Associates And His cars. 40 b/w and 10 colour photos. Was £12.95 ....... 99 
Successors by Mark L. Dees. Revised and expanded 
second edition of a classic work. Harry Miller designed and 


/ fan Bamsey. 96 pages. Was £12.95 .......cccssccessssee £5. 
built engines and chassis which won and won. Miller- 


MASERATI 250F: A Technical Appraisal by Andy Hall. 


based cars and/or engines won 39 Indianapolis 500s. 560 S6ipages: Was 12°95)... co ae eh ee £5.99 

large pages with over 800 paar drawings and charts. McLAREN HONDA TURBO: A Technical Appraisal b . Y 9 & 

Due November/December. Provisional price ........ £79.95 —lanBamsey. 96 iar WAS BI 2195) sos ceat teats £5. . Q @ , 2 
MILLER: The 91 ci Race Cars by Griffith & Patricia © VANWALL 2.5 LITRE F1: A Technical Appraisal by lan Vy Vv. Ly rt 4 @ 
Borgeson. The 91 cu in Miller engine dominated American preare 96 pages. Was £12.95 ...........-secsssessseeseese £5.99 XK V4 

racing in the 1920s and '30s. 128 large pages, 150 b/w JAGUAR XJR GROUP C & GTP CARS: A Technica : } YY Y, 
photos. Due September/October ............-.0.cce0e £22.95 Appraisal of the V12 Cars by lan Bamsey. 160 pages with \ f yy 
CUNNIGHAM: The Cars Of Briggs Swift enighem by many colour and b/w photos. Was £24.95................ £8. M, 4 


99 
Dean Batchelor and Al Bochroch. Full story of one of FERRARI: The Grand Prix Cars by Alan Henry. 352 Page 
America’s greatest names in motor sport. Includes 5 p 
Cunnigham’s own cars plus Jaguars, Listers, Maseratis THE BRITISH RACING HERO: From Moss to Mansell 
and Coopers. 192 pages. Due October/November £29.95 
DESIGNS ON VICTORY: On The Grand Prix Trail With the British drivers who have competed in the World Cham- 
Benetton by Derick Allsop. 160 pages, 100 colour photos. pionship since 1950. Many photos. Was £16.99 ...... £5.99 
» Due Octobel...2:..:0:3:, eee £16.99 ROSEMEYER!: A New segaphy by Elly Beinhorn 
BRM - THE STORY OF BRITISH RA TORS, Vol Rosemeyer and Chris Nixon. Story of prewar Auto Union 
1: The Front-Engined Cars by Doug Nye. Atlast! The first. Grand Prix driver so tragically killed in 1937. 191 pages, 
volume of the definitive BRM prrisat scheduled for publi- Many photos. Was £11.95 ..........esccsssscsseneseseceesees £7.95 
cation in November. The author has taken well over a 
decade to research and write what will be a classic work. 
Approx 400 pages, 300 photos. Reserve your copy now to Eric Broadley. 12 
avoid disappointment: 
Diamond edition: Numbered 1-100, leatherbound, —_ Williams. Was £12.95... £5.99 


icine ates Sessoms TECHNICAL sae 


DATA POWER: Using Racecar Data Acquisition by 
Buddy Fey. A practical guide to selection and set-up, data 
sscsdinessieivesduescl evens ns eches interpretation ~ trackside operation compiled x! Faas 
ROB WALKER by Michaci Facing engineer. 162 pages .....eeceacesenesrercenn 19.95 
‘gentleman racer’ before World War 2, but Rob Walker is eee QUEST FOR SP i D: pny ye Racing o-. aici ah 
best known as the entrant of the cars in which Stirling 4 i nology Dy Alan vehi f Pages on technological 
Moss scored many of his famous Grand Prix victories. This Due Onuter in Formula 1, Indycar and sports Te 
is a fascinatin 72-page tale, illustrated with 250 bhy —§-»-— UC LCIODEY TF ...........sseseeccesessestesceneeceesasssnseeeeeecens sane . 

photos, many previously ur uublishOd erasers .as... £40.00 | SALOON CAR RACE PREPARATION by Nigel Mac- 
ANATOMY & DEVELOPMENT OF FORIMULA FORD — Knight. How to prepare your car, with more than 200 
RACE CARS by Steve Nickless. 25-year history of _ technical RALCY CAL aotenee 160 pages ...... £14.99 
Formula Ford covering the technical development of the | RACE & RALLY CAR SOURCE BOOK: A DIY Guide To 
cars, the drivers who made the big time and a unique Building Or Modifying A Racing Or Rally Car by Allan 
buyer’s guide to chassis and engines. 160 large pages, a tae, car Gcpohon Coonan dazed ot eal 

F F ; aspectse ex 
SeHOM crn na E2288 Shanes 2G pagent £15.99 


Sep . dh ps 
Jean-Marc Teissedre and Alain Bienvenue. Thorough tical Instruction To The Use Of Modern Composite NS \: \ WWW 
Indoor karting at Uxbridge. 
The cleanest and most colourful circuit In UK 
, Banked Comers 
50 ft wide circult 


Twin engine Honda Prokart racing at 
Reading and across the country. 
metre circult. 
65+ MPH 
Practice & Heats 
Semls & Final 


CIRCUIT RACING AT ITS VERY BEST 


Cars And war fra by Keith Noakes. Foreword by 


includes extra chapters on composite tubes and pipes, 
Vol. 1 covers 1923-62 and has 368 pages. Vol. 2 covers _ thermoplastic composite materials, they paisa te 
é 4 } ges, 
English-language supplement .....0...-c.sceese0000.--.-- £190.00 _HllUStratiONS. —.nicassesvcsseseeeens wo Basaete iavaaicas £17.99 
Leatherbound set in slipcase blocked in 22ct gold leaf | COMPETITION CAR SUSPENSION: Design, Construc- 


ARRERA PANAMCHIGARIA: The Mexican soe se why suspension systems work and how to extract maxi- 


1950-1954 by Daryl Murphy. 192 large pages, 187 b/w TUM POMOMMNANICE wins -ca0nshe-sospscssputicSisTencvaneede ted £19.99 
photos capture the atmosphere of the fi Filing road race of ea SUSPENSION AND HANDLING by John C. 5 heats per driver 
the early 1950s ............teluc...ts ee £38.95 ixon. From Cambridge University Press, a 432-page 
D24 E LE LANCIA SPORT by Guido Rosani. 251 large detailed introduction to control, stability, handling and Minimum 60 laps 
pages on 1950s Lancia racing sports and GT cars comering behaviour of four-wheeled vehicles. Author is a 
OAD MUSHAIOd. oe ecneorere ne £89.85 consultant to Fi, CART and sports car racing THE GREATEST 

Raci PMIESM ISSA lei evon dts ounactosu th mariidacnceee itn nets 
Carety Diy tae peel pa 1950 and e: ENGINEER TO WIN: The Essential Guide to Racing Car R | ROOF 
60s Porsche competition CArS -eeeeeeccsccscscne £16. eared they Oy col Lad to Build byte ts 

i i n’t Break (Carroll Smith) ...........:c.0ccc000 x 


. Handle, Techniques for the 90s (Alexander) ....... £16.95 


Peeks «sthhassndeSosiantesl sna tettbec/eesitstliasseteee<,), ate ee eee £4.99 

GILLES VILLENEUVE: The Life Of The Legendary ALL YIN G 

Racing Driver (Donaldson) ...............ccesccesseesesscss £16.95 | LANCIA DELTA by Nigel Trow. Full 192-page history ot 
JOHN FITCH: ems We lh Life (Grinnell) ..... £19.95 the car that brought Lancia countless successes in rally- 
FORMULA 1: DRIVER BY DRIVER (Henry) ......... £15.99 ing. Many photos, including colour ........................ £25.00 


THE PRINCE & |: Life with Bira, The Motor Racin THE W 


POST & PACKING DETAILS: Britain & Northern Ireland — £3.00 for orders up to £50, FREE over £50. Please remit by 
cheque or PO or write or telephone using ACCESS/VISA/AMERICAN EXPRESS number. Overseas & irish Republic— £4 
for orders up to £25, 15% of value of books £25-£100, 10% over £100. Air mail rates on application. Overseas customers 
should remit by £ sterling bank draft, Eurocheque or international money order or write or telephone using VISA, 
AMERICAN EXPRESS, EUROCARD or MASTERCARD number. US $ cheques/drafts also accepted. FAX: Credit card 
orders to Fax No: 020 584 551. 
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ARMCHAIR 


Q. What became of Kiwi Grand Prix 
driver Mike Thackwell and is he still 
| involved in’ motorsport today? 

A. | met 
Mike in 1990 
as a co-pilot 
on the Super 
Puma Flight 
for British 
International 
Helicopters. 
Being a 
motorsport 
enthusiast | 
got to Know 
him quite 
well, but 
was 
surprised to learn that he had no interest 
| in racing any more. He married a German 
| girl who lived in France and they had a 
son. Mike spent much of his free time 
working for Dr Barnados and visiting a 
centre where he use to take the children 
out. In 1991 he bought a van in which 
he used to cart round a couple of 
scramble bikes for the children to use. 
| The last | knew of him was that he left 
the company to go and teach in a school 
in Dublin. He was a very pleasant, quiet 
and independent guy. We got on very 
well, he used to come round for dinner 
occasionally before he left the company. 
Steve Shailer 
Aberdeenshire 
_ Q. When Indycar commentators talk 
| about ‘stagger’ what do they mean? 
A. Stagger is the offset built into an 
| Indycar chassis on oval courses only. 
Ovals run anti-clockwise and most have 
steep banking (with a few exceptions). To 
take advantage of this, the car is built up 


Mike Thackwell 


with a lean or stagger into the corner so 
that turning jeft is made easier. Therefore 
when a car is viewed in the pits you 
should notice a very slight lean on the 
car. The tyres used on cars are also 
scrubbed in advance so that they 
contribute to the stagger. 

Gary Quigley 

Woking 


Your questions 

Q. What happened to the Alfa Romeo 
3.5 V10 engine used in the 164 
Procar and could it be used as a 
basis for a new Ferrari F1 engine? 
Graham Prime 

Edinburgh 

Q. What was the first competitive 
motoring event in the UK? I have 


heard it was a hillclimb on Richmond 


Hill. Is this true? 
Neil Crofts 
London 


Q. Many racing cars and record 
breakers were using treadless racing 
tyres before the war. So why did 
they start to use treaded tyres for 
racing in the dry before reverting to 
slicks in the 1970s? 

Robert Paul 

Shipston-on-Stour 


if you have a question you want 
answered or can answer one of the 
questions above write to: Not Afraid 
To Ask, Autosport Editorial, 60 
Waldegrave Road, Teddington, 
Middlesex, TW11 8LG. 


Indycars have 
stagger built 
into them for 
racing on ovals 


| Now you too can be Jacky Ickx or Derek Bell in one of these mini 


Group C sportscars from PRH Motorsports. Designed to look like the 
real thing, these half-size cars are the next generation in corporate 
entertainment. They run on outdoor circuits at up to 70mph, and, 


| with fully enclosed bodywork and a working windscreen wiper, bad 


weather can’t spoil your fun. Power comes from a 570cc V-twin 
engine that gives enough acceleration to concentrate the mind while 
top speed depends on the gearing. And with working full headlights 
look out for some endurance races. For details of where to try your 
hand call 0224 741951. Or if you have a circuit and are interested in 


running a fleet of these machines give PRH Motorsports a ring on 


| the same number. 
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MODELS/RECORDS/GAMES 


no WALKER 


By Michael Cooper. 


seeeeeeeseeosneeeeeeer- BERBER ERRREREREERR EES SY 


This biography of 
the great Formula 
1 privateer must 
be one of the 
most exciting 
releases of the 
year. Filled with 
excellent photos 


I va LAY 


and first-hand 4 ys a 
insights into some = ws 
of the Grand Prix nm eet 
legends, it is Pg de Belgique 
; ; Automobile ? 


published by | agen YD ressconcnnnas © / 
Hazleton and } — ; . 
costs £40. | 


wi 2UIN 1861 


od 
M 25206 


) i l 
The maker claims 
that this game uses 
the same strategy 
; as real racing. Well 
“Sdgtentn we enjoyed it. Find 


a aN the game at good 
,. toy shops for F3 MODEL! | 
Se C rm £15.99 or call . : | 
ail ne —— . *\. Design Games on This stunning 
TO a pon 0455 559422. rendition of Jos 
hua A, \ 


a 


Verstappen and 
-e oe eee age : his F3 Dallara 
“ _ Se; tC eg mm (left) is part of 
P 4 ee ‘ Res Rob Ybema’s ’93 
range of 1/12th 
scale hand-made 
single-seaters. 
Rob is open to 
= commissions on 
: A 0449 741470. 
ae 
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‘ Marlboro 
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GART NUNAN’S MCLAREN F1 


Remember Gary Numan? Remember his 
hit single Cars? Well he has re-released it 
and the vinyl version is available as this 
picture-disc in the shape of a McLaren F1. —— 
Unlike the real thing, it only revs to New rally releases in 1/43rd 
45rpm, but then it only costs £2.27. ; scale from Provence Moulage 
include the Monte Carlo Toyota 
Celica (above) and Malcolm 
Wilson’s Escort Cosworth 
(below). They cost 
£27.50 each in 

kit form. 
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ART/VIDEOS 


. RACING IS IN. no 
By Duke Marketing Ltd, ek 
55 ‘minutes, £12.99 


1971 TYALIAN GRAND PRIX ~ MONZA 


‘The fastest Grand Pris ever run, and the closest four car finish ins history, with Peter Gethia king 


When Peter Gethin won 
the nail-biting 1971 
italian Grand Prix at 
Monza he was presented 
with a Michael Turner 
painting of the event. 
Now, to mark the 20th 
anniversary, that 
painting has been 
releasedas a 500 only 
limited edition print 
signed by the driver and 
artist. Itis available for 
£80 from Studio 88 on 
0494 785193 


Pea Vacarinit octet R, SEE 


the chequered thag in the Yardley BRM P160 from Ronnie Peterson’x March 71), Francois a tp 
. Cevert’s Tyrell 002 and Mike Hailwood's Surtees TS9. 
The Winnets average tace specd was 150.75 mph, snd the winning margin 1/}00th ofa second. 


From an arigina) painting by Michael Turner. 
A Lintited 2uition of $00 signed and numbered prints 


TAMIYA MODELS’ WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN 


American Kevin Cogan driving Tyrrell 
010/1 at Long Beach in 1981 was the 


answer to last month’s Who, what, where, 


when. And judging by the huge response 
and quality of answers, this wasn’t the 
most difficult challenge we’ve ever set. 

The entrant who told us the most 
about the subject without straying into 
irrelevant territory was Joe Santos from 
Colliers Wood. He points out that the car 
was the previous year’s chassis modified 
to race without skirts. Ken Tyrrell was 
running Cogan in a one-off drive in the 
1981 US Grand Prix West at Long Beach 
and the car was liveried in the colours of 
Michelob, Cogan’s own sponsor. 

Cogan drove the car in qualifying on 
March 13/14, but was dogged by 
problems with first gear, causing major 
grief on a Circuit as tight as Long Beach. 
On the first day, he qualified 24th and 
last on the grid with a time of 1m25.16s. 
He improved his time by nearly three 
seconds on the second day, but was 
edged off the grid by John Watson, Marc 
Surer and Chico Serra, missing last place 
by 0.07s. From the following race, this 


al | Tyrrell was taken over by Ricardo Zunino. 


film style of direction ae he careless Salve 
mis-spelling of McLaren in the credits. 
Otherwise, it is probably as close as 
many will get to the real Ayrton Senna. 


Rating AAKK Ca- 


ayy 


Congratulations Joe, we hope you enjoy 
your prize. 
_ For this month’s challenge we would 
like you to tell us about the first three 
cars in this line-up, plus the time and the 
place. To win a clutch of Tamiya kits, 
send your entries to Tamiya Models Who, 
what, where, when, AUTOSPORT Editorial, 
60 Waldegrave Road, Teddington, 
Middlesex, TW11 8LG before October 30. 


Kevin Goganat 
Long Beachin 
1981 (right). 
Now, what 
about the first 
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ARMCHAIR ENTHUSIAST 


Have you ever raced on an 
indoor kart track on which you 
climb inclines then plunge back 
down the other side with all 
your lap times being flicked up 
onto a screen to the nearest 
0.01s? No? Well, you can if you 
visit Chelsea F1, London’s latest 
indoor facility. 

Indoor kart racing has been 
with us for many a year. Try 
Chelsea F1 and you’ll get a 
glance at the direction in which 
indoor tracks should be heading. 


The entire AUTOSPORT staff 
visited it recently and our vote 
of confidence was unanimous: 
it’s mighty good. 

Like rival tracks, Chelsea F1 
offers clients the chance to race 
against each other on 160cc 
karts with a top speed of around 
45mph, in the usual system of 
heats and finals. Where it differs, 
is that the 300m track has 
gradient, as 180 truck loads of 
earth were shifted during 
construction. The bottom 


At Chelsea F1 
drivers spend 
mostof the time 
climbing or 
descending and, 
atone point, the 
track passes 
underneath 
itself 


hairpin is underground, joined to 
a hairpin above it by a short 
climb and a sweeping descent. 

Chelsea F1 is more expensive 
than most, at £37.50 per head, 
but the magnificent electronic 
scoreboard makes it money well 
spent. In addition, the club 
room is so luxurious that many 
thought they’d come to a private 
dinner party... Sticking to this 
creed of cleanliness, race suits 
are dry-cleaned daily. 

Call 071-371 0202 for details. 


@ Bentley Boy Tim Birkin is the subject 
‘of a television drama currently in the 
making. {t stars Rowan Atkinson as the 
great racer and six of Stanley Mann’s 
Bentleys as themselves. The one-hour film is 
due to be screened in the new year as one 
episode in a series called Heroes and 
Villains ‘and will be called Full Throttle. 


@ Record Breakers on land, sea or in the 
air is the theme of a competition organised 


-by the Transport Trust in conjunction with 


Sotheby's the auctioneers. Open to painters 
over the age of 17, the entries will be 
judged by a panel including Lord Gowrie, 
Melvyn Bragg, Sebastian Coe, Maurice 
Saatchi, Tommy Sopwith and Martin 
Summers. The winner will receive £10,000 
and the best 100 will be exhibited at 
Sotheby’s in New Bond Street next January. 
Entry forms are available from The Transport 
Trust, Hobart House, Grosvenor Place, 
London, SW1X 7AE. 


@ Damon Hill winning the Belgian Grand 
Prix has been portrayed by Michael Turner 
in a new painting and released as a print. 
Measuring 20x17in and in full colour it sells 
for £20 in the UK including packing and 
postage or plus £3 overseas. Call 0494 
785193 or write to Studio 88, Five Acres, 
Buslines Lane, Chartridge, Chesham, Bucks. 


@ Nigel Mansell’s IndyCar Racing is a 
new book from the 1992 World Champion. 
Written in collaboration with AUTOSPORT 
contributor Jeremy Shaw, it is due out this. 
October and will cost £19.99. 


Winner gets McLaren F1 ride of his life 


Nick Walker belted in for the ride of a lifetime around Silverstone with Jonathan Palmer in 
the McLaren F1 road car. Nick was the lucky winner of our ‘Win a Ride in the McLaren Road 
Car’ competitionin aid of the Tommy’s Campaign in the July 22 issue of AUTOSPORT. He was 
awarded his prize at the Racy Ladies charity event on September 1. 


| BOOKS 


ROB WALKER 

By Michael Cooper-Evans, published by 
Hazleton, hardback, 272pp, £40.00 
Think of Stirling Moss and Jo Siffert, and 
a common theme springs to mind. They 
both drove Formula 1 cars painted dark 
blue with a white band around the nose. 
They both raced for Rob Walker. 

Long gone are the days of the private 
entrant in F1. But read this delightful 
book and you'll enter a different world: 
one of honesty and pure passion for 
motorsport unsullied by commercial 
considerations and artful manoeuvring. 

Cooper-Evans starts at the beginning 
and transports the reader through from 
the day the seed was sown when Rob 
saw a racing car for the first time, in 
1924, to his final involvement with F1 in 
the ’70s and his subsequent career as a 
correspondent. 

The book is a treasure, packed with 
glorious black and white photography. 
Rating kkk 


SALOON CAR 
RACE PREPARATION 


How to Race-Prepare Your Car 
More Than 206 Technical Step-By-Step illustrations 


Digel PMachanight 


SALOON CAR PREPARATION 

By Nigel Macknight, published by 
Patrick Stephens Limited, paperback, 
160pp, £14,99 

Saloon car racing accounts for everything 
from the country’s highest profile 
championship to the cheapest club 
formulae. So to write a book on saloon 
car preparation is a daunting prospect. 
But Nigel Macknight has tackled the 
subject well looking at generally accepted 
principles in a way that can be related to 
most classes. He also emphasises the 
importance of checking the rules and 
regulations at every stage to check 
eligibility and legality. But most important 
is that, because he looks at preparation 
at the highest levels of the sport, he 
explains details and principles that can be 
applied to cheaper championships. If the 
book is weak anywhere, it is in 
suspension, but to tackle this area in 
detail would have been an enormous task. 
Rating *kkA* CA-W 


RACERS’ GUIDE TO THE UNIVERSE 

By Tony Sakkis, published by EVRAS 
Press, paperback, 416pp, $11.95 
Tony Sakkis is a diligent man. The 
Racers’ Guide is nothing if not thorough, 
with an introduction to all the major 
series worldwide, the governing bodies 
and the circuits, complete with all the 
addresses and ‘phone/fax numbers. If 
you're into racing and you go to the odd 
international event, buy it. 

Rating z** JWA 
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Lord March plans to bring 


racing back to Goodwood 


Lord Charles March, heir to the 
glorious Goodwood estate in 
West Sussex, last week 
announced plans to bring racing 
back to its famous motor circuit. 
Goodwood Motorsport is 
working closely with Acoustic 
Consultancy Services of Glasgow 
and Chichester District Council 
to ensure that all environmental 
considerations are monitored 
very closely at this early stage. 
Lord March will achieve a 
lifelong ambition if the scheme 
is approved. He intends to 
promote a limited programme of 


Polites clinches 
Open FF1600 titie 


Australia’s Philip Polites has won 
the Open Formula Ford 
Championship’s FF1600 title 
with Foundation Racing’s Van 
Diemen-Auriga RF92. 

Polites scored his eighth win 
at Donington Park on Sunday, 
while his closest rival, Carl 
Jarvis, failed to finish. 

‘Hopefully this will raise my 
profile back home and lead to 
some sponsorship for next 
season’, said Philip. ‘In the 
meantime, though, I’m aiming to 
be the top Kent-engined 
competitor at the Festival.’ 


historic racing. No plans exist to 
run contemporary cars. 

‘If there is a viable future for 
the motor circuit, I am keen that 
it should be very much in 
keeping with post-war traditions 
at Goodwood, and that any 
racing would reflect the spirit of 
the era,’ said Lord March, who 
is president of the BARC. 

‘Goodwood is still the only 
perfectly preserved piece of 
motor racing history in Britain, 
and we are determined that any 
future development will protect 
that heritage.’ 


The World War Il airfield at 
Westhampnett hosted its first 
race meeting in 1948. Although 
racing ceased in July ’66, the 
2.4-mile circuit is still a popular 
venue for club level sprinting, 
single-venue rallies, corporate 
days and testing. 

Goodwood Motorsport also 
announced that its Festival of 
Speed, for Historic cars, is to be 
repeated on June 18/19, 1994. 
Such is the legend of Goodwood 
that this year’s inaugural event 
attracted 25,000 people to the 
grounds of Goodwood House! 


Car sealed after Firman wins FVJ series 


Ralph Firman Jr, 18, followed in 
the wheeltracks of Dario 
Franchitti and Martin O’Connell 
at Donington on Sunday by 
clinching Britain’s third Formula 
Vauxhall Junior championship in 
a Team JLR-prepared car. 

But Ralph’s FVJ chassis was 
protested by rival Simon 
Harrison after Sunday’s race and 
has been sealed pending a full 
inspection after the final round 
at Silverstone this weekend. 

‘I did it to clarify the 
situation,’ said Harrison. ‘If the 
car is straight, that’s fine. What 
I’m not trying to do is stitch up 
Ralph — I know he can drive — 


or Van Diemen, or Vauxhall.’ 

Van Diemen chief Ralph 
Firman Sr said: ‘As far as I am 
aware, their is no difference 
between any of the chassis used 
in Vauxhall Junior. J believe the 
protest is misplaced.’ 

Firman won the crown with a 
dominant victory. ‘’?'m amazed 
I’ve done it’, said Firman, 
‘especially as [ve had a broken 
ankle for the last six weeks.’ 

While nothing is sorted for 
next season, the highly rated 
Norfolk lad is keen to graduate 
to FVauxhall Lotus. He will thus 
contest the FVL Winter Series at 
Donington with Team JLR. 


Sprinter killed in 
Brighton Trials 


Sprinter Simon Law was killed 
when he crashed during practice 
for Saturday’s Brighton Speed 
Trials. His was the fifth fatality 
in the history of the event. 

The experienced Law, driving 
Tony Marsh’s Rovercraft for the 
fourth year, had crossed the 
finish line at 170mph when the 
car slewed left into a wall. 

Onlookers, including drivers, 
said that something flew off the 
car at the finish. A theory that it 
was the second wing plane 
appears to be unfounded. 

There was a fire as the car 
came to rest in a tyre barrier. 
Law was certified dead on arrival 
at Royal Sussex County Hospital. 

The accident has cast further 
doubts over the safety of the 
half-mile course on Madeira 
Drive. ‘Slowing down after the 
finish is the most difficult 
situation I’ve ever faced in a 
racing car,’ said British Sprint 
champion Chris Hill afterwards. 

The showpiece event, which 
attracts 20,000 spectators 
continued over a shorter course. 
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Alastair — won title on home ground 


Lyall is Renault Clio 
champion at last 


After several false alarms, 
Loughborough’s Alastair Lyall 
clinched the Elf Oils Renault 
Clio UK Cup with seventh place 
at Donington Park on Sunday. 
Lyall — who won the first race 
at the track when it reopened in 
1976 — won on the road, but 
incurred a 20-second penalty for 
straightlining the Esses twice. 
‘It’s a relief,’ said Lyall, whose 
ultimate aim is to land a BTCC 
drive. ‘As for next year, P've got 
a Rover Tomcat deal lined up, 
but I don’t fancy doing it unless 
there’s a good field of cars.’ 
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Ingall sent to the 
back of the class 


Open Formula Ford Champion 
Russell Ingall had his pole time 
disallowed at Donington on 
Saturday, because a sensor wire 
was missing from the airbox of 
his works Duckhams QS Van 
Diemen-Zagk RF93. 

Forced to start Sunday’s race 
from the back of the grid — with 
a 10-second penalty — Ingall 
worked his way up to sixth. 

‘Disconnecting the wire puts 
the Zetec engine’s electrics into 
back-up mode,’ he said. ‘That 
should actually give me a 
performance disadvantage.’ 


Donington shunt 
rules Jokinen out 
of Silverstone 


Kalle Jokinen was taken to the 
Derby Royal Infirmary for 
precautionary neck X-rays 
following the shunt which 
stopped Sunday’s Open Formula 
Ford round at Donington Park. 
The Finn — one of seven 
drivers who left the track at 
Redgate on the first lap — was 
briefly unconscious in his Swift 
after being hit by a stray wheel. 
He is expected to miss this 
weekend’s race at Silverstone. 


CHEVRON GTs AT COMBE 


Brian Fisher's new Chevron B16 clone 
(above) finished a superb third on its 
debut in Saturday’s Delostar Sports/Saloon 
race at Castle Combe. The glass-fibre 
monocoque car, powered by a 
Philspeed-built Ford Cosworth ‘atmo’ 
engine, was only four seconds behind 
Erling Jensen’s Tiga/Skoda-Rover at the 
chequered flag. Richard Borthwick, 
meanwhile, showed the potential of his 
1500cc Chevron-Honda B61 (right) at last, 
scoring class wins in both the Delostar 
event and the circuit’s Special GT round. 
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Michael —lIrish saloon car king 


Cullen wins the 
Irish triple crown 


Michael Cullen, 30, added the 
Dunlop National Saloon Car 
Championship and the TQM 
Peugeot 205GTI title to his 
remarkable seasonal haul at 
Mondello Park on Sunday. 

The Dubliner clinched the 
inaugural Dunlop Fiat Uno Cup 
series last month, and is still in 
contention for the prestigious 
Sexton Trophy competition. 

Cullen, who won twice in the 
DC Kwik-Fit Peugeot on Sunday, 
retained his Group N crown. 
Michael finished second to 
Stephen Griffin in the Uno event. 


Spencer goes top 
with classy Cadet 
win at Wombwell 


Mike Spencer (Sprint) moved ahead of 
arch-rival Niki Richardson in the ABKC 
Vauxhall/AUTOSPORT/Dunlop National Cadet 
Kart Championship with a fine win in the 
wet at Wombwell, Yorkshire, on Sunday. 

Spencer won his three heats, and beat 
Gary Paffett, Fraser Sheader and 
Richardson in the final. Five points 
separate Spencer, Richardson and Paffett 
going into next month’s final round. 

Carl Breeze took Junior TKM honours 
from Gareth Howell (who started 17th). 
Jim Rainbird won the Formula TKM race. Mike Spencer — undefeatedin Cadet class 


Advantage James 
as Tony blows out 


Tony Lanfranchi lost his long- 
held advantage in the Breaking 
the Mould National Saloon Car 
Cup at Brands Hatch on Sunday 
when a burst tyre threw his 
Monorep Vauxhall Astra GSi into 
the barrier at Westfield. 

Team Castrol Honda’s James 
Thompson finished second in 
the 1600cc class to Graham 
Churchill, thus takes a one-point 
lead into the last two rounds. 

The BRDC/BRSCC Group N 
championship will be decided at 
Donington (September 26) and 
Silverstone (October 3). 
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NATIONAL NEWS 


Roy Lane’s superb victory at 
Wiscombe Park on Sunday has 
set the stage for a wonderful 
Gulf Oil RAC British Hillclimb 
Championship finale at Doune, 
near Stirling, this weekend. 

Defending champion Lane 
goes to Scotland one point 
behind David Grace, but needs 
to win again to prevent Grace 
from clinching his first title. 

This time last year, Lane and 
Grace went to the final round 
on equal points, Roy emerging 
on top to land his third national 
hillclimb championship. 

Mark Colton — who has the 


best recent record at Doune — 
and Graham Hickman will finish 
third and fourth, but there are 
other scores to settle. 

Simon Durling and Andy 
Priaulx are joint fifth in the 
table, in Vauxhall and Hart- 
powered Pilbeams. Priaulx has 
not seen the hill before, thus 
will do well to take the place. 

The Bridgestone Leaders series 
features a fight between Tony 
Lambert (Ferrari), John Corbyn 
Jedi) and defending champion 
Bill Bristow (Caterham). A win 
for Lambert will seal it, if there 
are four starters in his class. 


Hewland wins on 
Pro-Sport debut 


Formula 3 racer William 
Hewland deputised for Pro-Sport 
3000 championship leader Peter 
Hardman at Snetterton on 
Sunday, and duly won the race! 
Hewland qualified the big 
sportscar third and snatched the 
lead when Thorkild Thyrring and 
Klaas Zwart collided at the first 
corner. Zwart retook the place 
only to run into tyre trouble. 
Disillusioned with the cost of 
F3, William — son of gearbox 
king Mike — is now enthusing 
about a switch to the series. 


| Combe’s Mobile Windscreens 


| the circuit’s round in October. 


Champion Jensen 
buys rival’s car 


Dane Erling Jensen won Castle 


Special GT Championship on 
Saturday, having bought rival 
Phil Lomas’s Tiga/Skoda-Rover 
from its owner George Douglas. 
Jensen, who had already 
clinched Class C in the ex-Lomas 
Maguire Stiletto, debuted the ex- 
Mike Kerr/Alistair Fenwick Skoda 
with second and third places. 
‘Hurtling Erling’s prize is a test 
in a Pro-Sport 3000 car, which 
he hopes subsequently to race at 


The British Touring Car 
Championship and its supporting 
entourage head to Silverstone for 
its finale this weekend, and 
things could hardly be closer in 
the Ford Fiesta title race — the 
only one of the eight support 
titles still undecided. 

Defending champion Colin 
Stancombe, the early-season 
pace-setter, saw his lead eroded 
to just two points when the on 
form Trevor Reeves, bagged 
another maximum points score 
at Donington Park on Sunday. 

Neither can afford to drive 


Former rallycrosser Reeves and ex-FF1600 champion Stancombe lead the Fiesta pack 


Stancombe and Reeves set for Fujifilm 
photo-finish in Ford Fiesta finale 


tactically, for each must beat the 
other to win the crown. 

Also on the bill, as usual are 
Formula Ford, FVauxhall Lotus, 
FVauxhall Junior, FRenault and 
Renault Clios. 

With the title finally claimed 
by Alastair Lyall (see separate 
story), the Clio event promises a 
showdown between Hayden 
Measham and Dave Cox who are 
split by five points in the battle 
for the runner-up position. 

Pirelli Production Porsches 
guest, with two races on the 
BRDC’s annual Fujifilm Raceday. | 


@ Castile Combe’s initial application for 
planning permission to run two-day meetings 
has been turned down. The circuit has 
appealed against the decision and a public 
inquiry will be held later in the year. 
Managing director Howard Strawford is 
seeking support from spectators for the 


_ appeal which, if successful, could lead to a 


visit from the BTCC in the future. 


@ Works Swift driver Guy Smith, 19, 
switched to a Scholar-tuned Zetek engine at 
Donington Park last weekend, and duly won 
the penultimate round of the Open Formula 
Ford Championship round. His SC93F was 
previously powered by a Mountune unit. 


@ American Jerry Nadeau has been 
selected to represent the Valvoline Team USA 
Formula Ford Scholarship at next month’s 
Brands Hatch Festival. Nadeau won last 
year’s Skip Barber Racing School ‘Big 
Scholarship’ and is now contesting the Zerex 
Saab Pro Series as his prize, and recently 
scored his maiden victory on the New 
Hampshire oval. Nadeau will drive a 
Lanan-prepared Van Diemen RF92 at Brands. 


@ Brian Farminer sustained a broken 
shoulder and ribs in the Ford Credit Fiesta 
Challenge race at Donington Park on 
Sunday. Farminer’s Duckhams/Hendy Ford 
car aquaplaned off the track at McLeans 
and hit the already stranded car of Alan 
Wilshire. Fortunately, Farminer’s third place 
in the championship is already assured. 


@ Zak Brown, 21, will drive Braund Motor 
Sport’s car in the final round of the Vauxhall 
Lotus Championship at Silverstone this 
weekend. The Californian, who took part in 
the Benelux FVL series last year, will also 
contest the FVL Winter Series, prior to a full 


assault on next year’s championship. 


| @ The Irish Formula Ope! Championship 


will go down to the wire at Mondello Park 
on September 26. Fourth place would have 
been sufficient for Wayne Douglas to sew it 
up at Mondello last weekend, but the Castrol 
driver finished fifth. Mike Edgar still has an 
outside chance of retaining his title. 


@ Neil Cunningham will drive Renault 
UK’s own Clio in the final round of the Elf 


| Oils UK Cup at Silverstone this weekend. To 


be run by Harlow Motorsport, the car will 
carry the colours of Tommy’s Campaign for 
foetal health. ‘A touring car drive is one 
option I'm looking at for next season,’ said 
the Aussie, ‘so this is a great opportunity.’ 


@ Bill Shepherd's Uniclip Automotive 
Vauxhall Calibra scored its first Auto Express 
Thundersaloon win at Snetterton on Sunday. 
The 6.6-litre Pontiac-engined car smashed 
the lap record in winning the first race, but 
retired from the second with CV joint failure. 


@ The National Sports GT Challenge will 
be discussed at a meeting in the BRDC 
Suite at Silverstone on Tuesday, September 
28, at 19.30. All current and prospective 
competitors are urged to attend. 


@ Barrie Williams pedalied the Ford 
Credit Fiesta Challenge celebrity car at 
Donington on Sunday. ‘Whizzo’ qualified 
10th, but improved to sixth in the race. 


@ David Yates was excluded from first 
place in Sunday’s National Saloon Car Cup 
round at Brands Hatch when his Ford Escort 
RS Cosworth was found to have a cockpit 
switch which might contro! engine 
performance. Officials would not specify the 
nature of the device as the stewards of the 
meeting have referred Yates’s subsequent 
appeal to the RAC MSA eligibility panel. 


@ Charlie Cox’s Ford Escort RS Cosworth 
was on its roof in the Clearways gravel trap 
24 hours before it inherited victory in 
Sunday’s NSGC round at Brands. ‘The brake 
light switch fell off on to the brake pedal, my 
foot slipped off and | went past my normal 
braking point,’ said Cox in explanation. 


John Judd Jr in Gray’s SPA-Judd V10 


@ John Judd Jr, son of the Formula 1 
engine builder, saw John Gray win his third 
successive Brighton Speed Trials with Judd 
power on Saturday. Gray, who used a V8 
engine in a Pilbeam chassis in 1991, has 
run a V10 in his SPA for the past two 
seasons. Suitably impressed, Judd Jr is keen 
to test the car, with a view to contesting a 
few events under Gray’s wing next season. 


@ Dave Williams wrapped up his second 
successive Everyman Champion of Mallory 
FF1600 title last weekend, in a Van 
Diemen-Scholar RF92. His mechanic, Dave 
Morgan, has prepared the winning car for 
four out of the fast five seasons. 


@ Richard Fry is to debut a 
Weslake-engined Ford Cologne Capri RS2600 
in Saturday’s WRDA Sports and Saloon Car 
Championship round at Pembrey. Bristolian 
Fry, who has raced a straight-eight Railton 
in VSCC events and hillclimbed the ex-Peter 
Voigt JW4), is not to be confused with his 
namesake, Bath Toleman driver ‘Ferret’ Fry. 
To add to the confusion, both are close 
friends of Historic F1 racer Ted Williams! 


@ A top three finish at Pembrey on 
Sunday will secure a second successive 
BARC/BRDC Sports 1600 title for Clive 
Woodward and the ex-Dave Orchard Centaur. 


@ Derek Hales was disqualified, fined £50, 
and had his licence endorsed following a 
collision with Brian Chatfield in the Modified 
Saloon race at Castle Combe on Saturday. 
Chatfield destroyed the front of his BMW M3 
in the subsequent impact with the Old 
Paddock tyre wail, and was unable to drive 
his Jaguar XJR11 later in the programme. 
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Simon Law launching the RovercraftV8 at Brighton on Saturday. Photo: Jerry Sturman 


Simon Law 


The sprint fraternity was 
shattered by the death of Simon 
Law, 38, during practice for 
Saturday’s Brighton Speed Trials. 

A popular and capable 
competitor, the former grass 
track racer, autocrosser and 
hillclimber was contesting the 
event for the fourth time in Tony 
Marsh’s increasingly competitive 
March 792-based Rovercraft. 

Simon and Liam Hunberstone 
were responsible for the 
development of its Rover V8 
engine. Twin-turbocharged, it 
produced in excess of GO0O0bhp, 
with monstrous torque. 


PaulRichardson— GTi champion 


Richardson’s last 
gasp Peugeot title 


Paul Richardson clinched the 
Peugeot GTI Rally Challenge 
crown in Flanders at the 
weekend with a final day blast 
past his arch rivals. 

Although Ryan Champion was 
first Peugeot home, Justin Dale 
led the title-chasers into the final 
day with Richardson and Ashley 
Field in hot pursuit. Field 
dropped back after steering rack 
problems while Richardson 
gradually overhauled Dale. 

Peugeot’s ‘Masters’ category 
will be decided on the Rally Le 
Touquet at the end of October. 
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‘It was Simon’s life,’ said his 
brother and partner Nick. ‘His 
sole interest in driving the car 
was to help Tony improve it. He 
was a hell of an unselfish guy.’ 

Inspired by their father, who 
ran an engine reconditioning 
business in Forest Hill, South 
London, the brothers founded 
Rovercraft in 1980, specialising 
in Rover V8 tuning, and built a 
successful business at Maidstone. 

Simon is survived by parents, 
and brothers Nick and Mark, to 
whom AUTOSPORT extends its 
sympathy. ‘It is our sincere wish 
that Brighton will continue for 
those who enjoy their club 
motorsport as we did,’ said Nick. 


Pioneers return 


| based Jubilee Sprint 


Shenstone & District CC 


| celebrates its 60th anniversary 


| with a special Diamond Jubilee 


| 


Sprint at Curborough on Sunday. 
Competitors include Malcolm 


| Eaves (Lotus Elan) and Mark 


Joseland (Frazer-Nash), who 
drove in the first sprint at the 
popular Lichfield venue in 


| September 1963. 


A £1000 prize fund (with 
£300 for the Top Five shoot-out) | 
has been put up for the 


| meeting, which is sponsored by 
| Rover dealer Wadham Kenning. 


Spectator admission is free. 


Jones wins points, 


The RAC MSA has reduced the 
penalty applied to Nick Jones, 
following his exclusion from 
Pembrey’s British Rallycross 
Championship round. 

The restrictor in Jones’s Group 
N Ford Sierra Cosworth was too 
far from the turbo, but the MSA 


| has reinstated the additional two 


maximum scores which he lost. 
Jones has thus regained the 
lead of the Production class by 
three points over Bill Skermer’s 
Subaru. The BRC concludes at 
Brands Hatch on October 10. 


Jock Armstrong in full flight on his way to the first ever 1300cc Colway championship 


Armstrong in total 


command to take 


first Colway crown 


Second place on last weekend’s 
Everyhope Stages was enough 
for Jock Armstrong to clinch the 
inaugural Colway Formula Junior 
Championship. 

The series was devised by 
Colway’s Fred Henderson and 
championship events catered 
exclusively for two-wheel drive 
1300cc-engined cars. 

Despite there being 71 
registered competitors — of 
which 35 scored points — some 
events struggled for entries and 
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one was cancelled. 

But the championship has 
been well received as it gives 
drivers of small capacity cars the 
chance to actually win an event 
outright, an impossible task on a 
‘conventional’ rally. 

Vauxhall Nova driver, 
Armstrong had three main rivals 
snapping at his heels in 
Hamsterley at the weekend; 
Nigel Wetton, Peter Bainbridge 
and Paul Wilson all starting with 
a chance of the title. 

Bainbridge won the event by 
34 seconds, but Armstrong 
finished in a safe second place 
to put the title beyond doubt 
after two outright wins earlier in 
the season. 


| 
| 
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@ Sunday’s round of the Gulf Oil RAC 
British Hillclimb Championship at Wiscombe 
was run without a rescue unit, to the 
dismay of the medical officer. The BRSCC 
SW vehicle from Castle Combe broke its 


| gearbox a mile from the hill, but the RAC 

| steward permitted the Five Clubs meeting to 
| continue with St John Ambulance cover. A 

| new BRSCC unit will be delivered this 

| month, to be fitted out over the winter. 


_@ Amanda George, 21, earned the Chater 


Lea Trophy as fastest lady driver in the 
Brighton Speed Trials for the third 
successive year on Saturday. As before, 
Amanda was driving Eiger Racing’s ex-Maurie 
Thomas Ensign-Lotus LNF3. The pristine car 


is prepared by her younger sister Lucinda! 


| @ Second place at Croft a fortnight ago 


secured the British Rallycross Championship’s 
Modified 1600 title for John Haffey. He now 


| needs to sell his Tony Bardy-prepared 
| Vauxhall Nova before finalising his ‘94 plans. 


@ The Budweiser World Finals, the 
biggest drag race outside America, takes 
place at Santa Pod Raceway this weekend. 


| More than 200 competitors are entered. 


| @ Just three days after he fell into a 
| combine harvester (see Club AUTOSPORT, last 
| week), rallycrosser Mark Proctor was 


spectating at Croft! The Ford Fiesta driver 
has vowed to race at Brands Hatch on 
October 10, thus hopes to regain second 
place in the BRC’s Modified 1600 class. 
@ Former Clubmans racers Tim Moores 
and Sid Marler contested the Brighton Speed 
Trials in an Alpine-Renault A110 and a Lotus 


| Elan respectively. Also in the 22-car 2-litre 


Modified Production class was ex-Gryphon 
sprinter Reg Powell, who finished an 
excellent third in his Caterham Super 7. 


@ Last-minute mechanical dramas on 
the Tour of Flanders Rally could not prevent 
Don Kettleborough from retaining his Dunlop 
Rover Metro GT] Cup championship. The last 
round of the multi-discipline competition is 
the Cheviot Stages Rally on October 17. 


@ Blair Bushby clinched the inaugural 
Clubmans Tarmac Challenge Rally title by 
finishing fifth on last weekend’s MAD Video 
Lightning Stages at RAF Binbrook in 
Lincolnshire. The 1600cc Ford Escort driver 
collected yet another maximum score to beat 
lan Gwynne (RS2000) by three points. 


@ Stephen Murphy is aiming for a 


unique hat-trick of wins when the Demon 
Tweeks/ Motoring News Tarmac Rally 
Championship resumes in Ireland this 
weekend with the Talbot Hotel Wexford 
Rally. Murphy heads the entry with his Ford 
Sierra Cosworth but John Price, seeded at 
two in his Duckhams MG Metro 6R4, will 
virtually wrap up the title if he fends off the 
challenge from John Dalton’s Darrian T9. 


@ Congratulations to AUTOSPORT hillclimb 
correspondent and Clubmans Mallock 

competitor Paul Stoodley and his long-time 
companion Libby Bailey who were married 
last Friday. The happy couple travelled to 
their reception in a vast pink Cadillac 

convertible, and are honeymooning in Paris. 


CLUB AUTOSPORT 


@ Frank Bruce-White won the all-Historic 
500ce racing car class at Saturday's 
Brighton Speed Trials in his ex-Albert Zains 
Flash Special, The 1957 car — essentially a 
Cooper MkXI chassis, lengthened and 
widened by 2in - was originally powered by 
an ex-Stirling Moss Manx Norton engine. It is 
now motivated by a Triumph 1.100 vertical 
twin, tuned by Phil Manzano. ‘Bruce,’ who 
has competed for 45 years, did 80mph 
through the finish of the quarter-mile run. 


@ Longleat House hosts the Offley Port 
Classic Festival this weekend. The 
showground will be the start and finish for 
the Avalon Tour. The combined events will 
raise funds for the Dream Come True 
charity, which endeavours to improve the 
quality of life for seriously ill children. 


@ Historic Formula 1 driver Patrick 
Blakeney proved Jim Gathercole’s Coldwell 
C14 capable of mixing it with the Chevron 


Donington Park. Although its 1.8-litre iron — 
block BDG engine lacked the power of his 
rivals’ full 2-litre units, Pat chased John 
Burton, Ed Swart and Helen Bashford home 
on Saturday. Sunday’s outing ended with a 
small fire after a tangle with Jan Brunstedt's 
B19 dislodged the unique car’s fuel pump. 


@ Leslie Ballamy’s 1937 Ford V8-engined 
trials special, with which Messrs Symmonds, 
: Warburton and Holt claimed hundreds of 

: | awards pre- and post-war, competed at the 
Brighton Speed Trials on Saturday. Mark 
Brett discovered the car in derelict state 

| (with an a AC engine, truck axles and 
wheels) in the late 70s and restored it to 

| Original with the help of Ballamy, pioneer of 
| the split front axle. It was finished last year. 


@ The ICS Historic Racing Saloon series 
will be decided, for the second year running, 
at its final round. Defending champion — 
and series sponsor — Pete Hall (Ford 
Mustang) and Nevil Smith (Anglia) go to 
Donington Park on September 25/26 with 
equal points, with dropped scores taken into 
consideration. Should only one of them win 
his class there, he will emerge on top. 


@ Lack of entries forced the cancellation 
of last weekend's Historic Tour of Cornwall, 
part of the Classic & Sportscar Stage Rally 
Championship. tt had already been postponed 
to avoid a clash with the Targa Rusticana. 


. Bolsover subs for 
Agg in McLaren M8 


Martin Bolsover raced Charles 
Agg’s regular McLaren M8F at 
Donington on Saturday, and duly 
won the SuperSports race. 

The triple British Hillclimb 
Champion — who had his annual 
run in Agg’s fearsome M8F 
turbocar at Silverstone in July — 
beat German driver Wido 
Roessler’s M6B by a whisker. 

Martin spun on oil dropped by 
Geoff Farmer’s McLaren in 
Sunday’s event, but fought his 
way back to finish fifth on 
aggregate. ‘It’s a lovely car, but 
very heavy,’ said Bolsover. 
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B19s in last weekend's SuperSports races at _ 


i 
| 


| Otto Raeker/Helmut Reimann 

| finished second in a 57 Porsche 
| 550 Spyder, ahead of 

| contemporary rally drivers Franz 


_Smith’s Lola goes 
_over the top of a 
Spinning Martin 


ae x [am \ 
ad THULE, Fe 2 a 


Former World Champion Walter Rohrl won the Ennstal Classic Oldtimer Rally in his Austin-Healey 3000. Photographs: Michael Gloeckner 


Rohri wins first Ennstal Classic 


Twice World Rally Champion 
Walter Rohrl — navigated by his 
wife Monika — won the 
inaugural Ennstal Classic 
Oldtimer Rally in his own 1962 
Austin-Healey 3000 MkII. 
German compatriots Klaus- 


Wittmann/Joerg Pattermann in a 
‘68 Lamborghini Islero. 

Sauber Formula 1 driver Karl 
Wendlinger and team member 
Walter Totschnig finished sixth 
in a works Mercedes-Benz 300SL. 
Dieter Quester was 20th in a 
factory-entered BMW 507. 

The 250-mile route in the 
Austrian Alps took in the 1750 
metre high Soelk and Tauern 
passes, and gruelling hillclimbs 
at Dachstein and Stoderzinken. 


Sauber F1 racer Karl Wendlinger drove the gullwing Mercedes-Benzto sixth place 


Although he had already won his class in 
the International SuperSports Cup series, 
Terry Smith made a dramatic exit from 
Sunday's final round at Donington Park 
when his ex-Phil Scragg Lola T70 was 
launched over lan Barrowman’s spinning 
Martin BM8 at the Melbourne hairpin. 

Barrowman careered down the inside 
into the corner, but lost control mid-corner 
and slid into the path of the Lola. With 
nowhere to go, veteran Smith rode over 
the 2-litre car. He landed on four wheels, 
but retired with deranged suspension. 


AUTOCLASSIC 


Dunboyne winner 
visits Mondello 


John Anstice-Brown, who won 
the Leinster Trophy race at 
Dunboyne in 1958, was at 
Mondello Park to watch this 
year’s event last weekend — his 
first visit to an Irish race since! 

‘IT decided I couldn’t leave it 
any longer, and I thought that 
35 years was a fairly celebratory 
time to return,’ said John, 59. 

His victory marked the first 
International success for an 
Austin-Healey Sprite. He had 
previously contested the event 
twice, debuting in a Lotus 9 on 
a circuit at Wicklow. 


‘Abrahamsson is SuperSports champion 


as Chevron cars sweep the board 


Kent Abrahamsson celebrated his 
50th birthday at Donington Park 
last weekend by winning the 
International SuperSports Cup. 
Driving a B19 run by Briton 
Bob Bingley, the Swedish 
Chevron collector narrowly 
outpointed the similar cars of 
Mike Wrigley and defending 
champion Chris Chiles. Chevron 
B8 drivers Peter Lee and Richard 
Dodkins were next up, ahead of 
Bernt Andersson (B16). 
Abramsson’s car was sold new 
to South Africa in 1971, where 
British ace John Hine raced it for 


Lucky Strike cigarettes in the 
Springbox Championship. 
Bingley rebuilt it after a big 
accident at Spa in May this year, 
and subsequently reunited it 
with its original gearbox, which 
Bob traced to Chris Seaman’s 
Brabham BT30 hillclimb car! 
Arch-enthusiast Abrahamsson — 
who also owns the ex-John 
Cleland B8, a B16 and the ex- 
Phil Scragg/Richard Thwaites/ 
David Garnett 3-litre BMW/ 
Alpina-engined B19 hilllcimb car 
— intends to defend his title 
throughout Europe next year. 


Tony Bianchi 
preparesto 
leave the line at 
Brighton in the 
Allard-Cadillac 
‘Farrellac’ 
which he has 
owned since the 
mid-’70s. Photo: 
Marcus Pye 


Farrellac wows © 
Brighton crowd 


Aviator Tony Bianchi won the 
Historic class at Saturday’s 
Brighton Speed Trials with the 
Allard-Cadillac ‘Farrellac’ V8 
special which was so successful 
in the hands of its creator Don 
Farrell in the late 1950s. 

Developed from a ’53 Allard 
J2X in ’57-’58, the 395bhp 
machine is still very competitive 
in races and speed events, yet 
sufficiently docile to be driven 
to every meeting. Personal Plane 
Services boss Tony is driving it 
to BRAVO’s hillclimb at Spa in 
Belgium this weekend. 
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Allen beats power 
Cars in rain 


BRANDS HATCH, Sep 11/12: 
Lee Allen produced a fine drive 
in horrendous conditions in 
Kent to dominate the Vecta 
Performance Ford race. Cars of 
1600cc filled the top four spots 
on a day when power could not 
dominate on a wet track. 

So it was that championship 
leader Iain Gardner’s mighty 
Sierra RS500 could only manage 
12th spot on the fast Grand Prix 
circuit. 

Allen started from row three 
but, while his rivals struggled for 
grip at the start, he sliced 
through to lead at the first 
corner. Second-placed Russell 
Clark tried hard but gradually 
slipped back, though well clear 
of the best scrap of the race in 
which Matthew Slater somehow 
fended off Colin Melhuish. 

Next up, Andy Coombs 
battled closely with Richard 
Hutchings, the pair receiving a 
rousing cheer from grandstand 


Fall guy Cox 

2 = 

inherits win 

Charlie Cox rebuilt his Escort Cosworth — 
after putting it on its roof — and took 
victory in the hour-long National Saloon 
Car Cup race. 

Cox made a good rolling start, gaining 
30yd or more. Back out of the Grand Prix 
loop he led the similar Escort Cosworths 
of Peter Clarke, Frank Greenway, Jonathan 
Baker and Michael Woodcock. 

Next up, the remarkable Honda Civic 
V-Tecs of championship contender James 
Thompson and Graham Churchill headed 
many bigger-engined rivals. 

Greenway took the lead on lap seven, 
but on lap 11 the pace-car appeared after 
series leader Tony Lanfranchi’s Vauxhall 
Astra crashed heavily at Westfield when a 
tyre burst, 

This allowed David Yates - who had 
started from the pitlane because his car’s 
rear suspension bushes had been declared 
illegal after practice - to close on 
the Escort group and he took the lead on 
lap 23. 

But it was all to no avail. Yates won 
~ only to be disqualified again when a 
non-standard switch was discovered. Cox, 
who had finished second on the road 
after Greenway retired on lap 27, inherited 
the win. 

Woodcock was classified second, Baker 
with third. Churchill took Class D from 
Thompson, who nevertheless now leads 
the championship again after Lanfranchi’s 
no-score. 

m@ Dud Candler 


spectators as they finished just 
0.18s apart. 

Other battles throughout the 
field maintained the spirits of a 
totally soaked crowd, as 


. conditions deteriorated to the 


point where the best turbo car 
lap time was more than half a 
minute outside the class lap 


Three sevenths of the Formula 2 field at Druids — Nigel Smith (42), winner Mikke van Hool (2) and runner-up Jose luis di Palma 


record, and some 12 seconds 
slower than Allen’s best lap. 

John Hayden won the latest 
Champion of Brands FF1600 
race, as main rival Moss Thorpe 
battled with Simon Miles — until 
Miles spun off. Ted Whitbourn 
took third spot. 

Hugh Price continued his 


ee RBS ae 


winning ways in the first 
Porsche race, Paul Goldstein 
moving clear in second from 
battling groups behind. John 
Robinson narrowly won Class B. 

Andy Ackerley was never 
headed in the Honda CRX 
round, but required lap record 
pace to keep Phil Sharp and 
Grant Elliott at bay. Light’ rain at 
half distance added to the 
challenge. 

Incessant rain plagued the 
meeting after lunch, drivers 
doing well just to stay on 
the tarmac. 

Wolfgang Schrey dominated 
the Dutch Ferrari/Porsche 
Challenge race — only to be 
excluded for yellow flag 
infringements. Victory went to 
German endurance racing 
veteran Edgar Doren’s Porsche. 

Seven cars started the 20-lap 
British Formula 2 Championship 
round, in which Mikke van Hool 
and Jose Luis di Palma quickly 
moved clear of the rest. 

Multi-pseudonymed Austrian 
Frederico Careca (best known as 
Pierre Chauvet and recently seen 
in this country using his real 
name, Friedrich Glatz) held third 
spot before beaching his 
Weylock Reynard near Nigel 
Smith’s abandoned Jupiter 
Reynard in the Druids gravel 
trap on lap 12. 

The pace-car was brought out 
and, after a couple of laps, the 
chequered flag appeared for the 
four remaining cars. 

‘I had bad understeer but 
decided to see how far I could 
push it,’ said van Hool who, 
who, like di Palma, moves to 
within three points of absent 
championship leader Philippe 
Adams. 

Pete Chambers and Peter 
Tyson were the class acts in the 
second Porsche race, running 
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laps, 83.25mph. Fastest lap: Pitcher, 1m44.98s, 89.15mph 
(record). Class D: 1, Churchill, 83.83mph. Fastest lap: 
Churchill, 1m42.87s, 90.98mph (record). Class E: 1, 
Shaun Andrews (1.3 Suzuki Swift GTi), 32 laps, 78.78mph. 
Fastest lap: Andrews, 1m50.32s, 84.84mph (record). 


TVR Tuscan Challenge (12 laps) 

1, Mark Hales, 23m36.02s, 79.32mph; 2, Steve Cole, 
23m54.24s; 3, Mark Goddard, 23m55.81s; 4, Gerry 
Marshall, 23m57.52s; 5, John Kent, 24m21.03s; 6, Bob 
Sands, 24m37.20s. Fastest lap: Marshall, 1m54.17s, 
81.98mph. 


clear of a group headed by John 
Williams. Tyson took the lead 
briefly on lap four but, once 
Chambers had regained the 
initiative, he opened up a 
winning margin. 

Gerty Marshall started the 
National Sports GT race from 
row three in his Aston Martin 


Frits Kroymans’s Ferrari F40 leads Pascal Pauwels’s Porsche in the visiting Dutch Ferrari Porsche Challenge seriesrace 


Dutch Ferrari/Porsche Challenge (15 laps) 
Overall & Class A: 1, Edgar Doren (3.5 Porsche Carrera 
RSR), 31m47.43s, 73.60mph; 2, Duncan Huisman (Porsche 
3.4 Carrera 2), 31m53.76s; 3, Brian Robinson (Porsche 3.3t 
9117), 31m59.04s; 4, Pascal Pauwels (Porsche 3.6 Carrera 
2), 32m36.44s. Fastest lap: Doren, 1m55.83s, 80.80mph. 
Class B: 1, Lex Proper (Porsche 3.0 911SC), 14 laps, 
66.43mph; 2, Ronald Ardsee (Porsche 2.7 911RS), 13; 3, 
Jurgen Erdman (Porsche 3.0 911RS), 13. Fastest tap: 
Frank Bohm (Porsche 3.6 Carrera RS), 2m08.18s, 
73.02mph. Glass C: 1, Fred Spoor (Porsche 3.2 Carrera), 


13 laps, 64.13mph; 2, Michel Oprey (3.4t Ferrari 348TB), 
13; 3, Carl Wanninkhof (Porsche 3.0 911RS), 13. Fastest 
lap: Oprey, 2m16.81s, 68.41mph. 


British Formula 2 Championship (15 laps) 

1, Mikke van Hoel (Reynard-Langford & Peck 92D), 
25m26.04s, 92.00mph; 2, Jose Luis di Palma 
(Reynard-Tickford 91D), 25m28.50s; 3, Robbie Stirling 
(Lola-Nicholson McLaren 192/50), 25m29.24s; 4, James 
Taylor (Reynard-Nicholson McLaren 92D), 14 laps; no other 
finishers. Fastest lap: van Hool, 1m36.25s, 97.24mph. 


Pirelli Porsche Production Championship, 


Classes C & D (10 laps) 

Overall & Class ©: 1, Pete Chambers (3.0 911SC), 
20m46.77s, 75.07mph; 2, Pete Tyson (2.4 9116), 
20m49.82s; 3, John Williams (2.4 911E), 21m11.55s; 4, 
Peter Wilson (3.0 911SC), 21m14.73s. Fastest lap: 
Chambers, 2m01.93s, 76.76mph. Glass D: 1, Caroline 
Lucas (2.4 9117), 22m26.60s, 69.50mph; 2, Peter Cates 
(2.4 9111), 22m41.63s; 3, Dave Bennett (2.4 9117), 
22m52.87S. Fastest lap: Lucas, 2m11.46s, 71.20mph. 


National Sports GT Championship (10 laps) 
Overall & Class €: 1, Gerry Marshall (5.3 Aston Martin 
DBS V8), 19m21.21s, 80.60mph; 2, John Greasley (3.2t 
Porsche 935 K3), 19m23.71s; 3, Rinie van der Velden (3.0t 
Ferrari F40), 19m40.43s; 4, Duncan Huisman (3.4 Porsche 
Carrera 2), 19m59.80s. Fastest lap: Greasley, 1m51.51s, 
83.93mph (establishes record). Class B: 1, Huisman, 
78.01mph; 2, Nigel Barrett (3.6 Porsche Carrera 2), 
20m45.12s; 3, Peter Bowden (3.5 Porsche 911 RSR), 
21m11.82s. Fastest lap: Huisman, 1m56.74s, 80.17mph 
(establishes record). Class A: 1, Charlie Cox (2.0t Ford 
Escort Cosworth), 20m04.85s, 77.68mph; 2, Geoffrey Hobbs 
(5.7 Heritage Lister), 9 laps; 3, John Bennison (5.4 Dax 
427 Cobra), 9. Fastest lap: Cox, 1m56.17s, 80.57mph 
(establishes record). 


Vecta Performance Ford Challenge (10 laps) 
Overall & Class G: 1, Lee Allen (1.6 Escort), 20m47.72s, 
75.01mph; 2, Russell Clark (1.6 Escort), 21m05.99s; 3, 
Matthew Slater (1.6 Escort), 22m00.90s; 4, Colin Melhuish 
(1.6 Fiesta XR2), 22m01.74s. Fastest lap: Allen, 
2m02.77s, 76.24mph. Glass B: 1, Andy Coombs (2.0 
Escort), 22m16.23s, 70.04mph; 2, Richard Hutchings (2.1 
Escort), 22m16.41s; 3, Danny Morris (2.1 Escort), 
23m00.78s. Fastest lap: Coombs, 2m09.30s, 72.38mph. 
Class A: 1, lain Gardner (2.0t Sierra RS500), 23m13.29s, 
67.17mph; 2, Aaron Tucker (2.0t Capri), 9 laps; 3, Andy 
Loyd (3.5 Sierra XR4i), 9. Fastest lap: Tucker, 2m14.30s, 
69.69mph. 


V8, yet was ahead by Druids on 
the opening lap. John Greasley 
and his Porsche 935 remained in | 
touch to finish second, his task | 
eased when Rinie van der 
Velden spun his Ferrari F40, 
without losing third place, on 
lap four. 

m Dud Candler 


BRANDS HATCH, Sep 11/12 
BRSCC Champion of Brands FF1600 


(10 laps) 
1, John Hayden (Van Diemen-Auriga RF90), 15m57.64s, 1 | 
97.74mph; 2, Moss Thorpe (Ray-Auriga 92F), 16m02.83s; 3, | | 
Ted Whitbourn (Ray-Searle 89F), 16m14.23s; 4, Mark Walsh 
(Van Diemen-Auriga RF90), 16m14.34s; 5, Simon Graves 
(Swift Minister FB91), 16m14.96s; 6, Steve Dunn (Van 
Diemen-Minister RF90), 16m16.83s. Fastest Lap: Hayden, 
1m34.56s, 98.98mph. 


Pirelli Porsche Production Championship, 


Classes A & C (10 laps) 

Overall & Class A: 1, Hugh Price (3.2 Carrera), | 
17m40.20s, 88.28mph; 2, Paul Goldstein (2.5 944SE), I 
17m14.93s; 3, Malcolm Sargent (2.7 Carrera RS), 
17m48.03s; 4, Stephen Radcliffe (3.0 968), 17m48.95s. 
Fastest lap: Price, 1m44.27s, 89.76mph. Class B: 1, John 
Robinson (3.0 911SC), 18m04.94s, 86.27mph; 2, Paul 
Edwards (3.0 9118C), 18m05.28s; 3, Jim Wheals (3.0 917 
Carrera), 18m55.28s. Fastest lap: Edwards, 1m45.93s, j 
88.36mph (record). 
Castrol Honda CRX (10 laps) 

1, Andy Ackerley, 17m57.23s, 86.84mph; 2, Phil Sharp, 
17m59.28s; 3, Grant Elliott, 17m59.41s; 4, Troy Dunlop, 
18m14.36s; 5, Martin Jobling, 18m18.01s; 6, Paul Lund, 
18m21.94s. Fastest lap: Ackerley, 1m46.04s, 88.26mph 


(record). 
Breaking The Mould National Saloon Car Cup Mark Hales moved closer to the TVR 
(34 laps) Tuscan title with a dominant performance 


Overall: 1, Charlie Cox (2.0t Ford Escort Cosworth), 

thr01m32.74s, 86.17mph; 2, Michael Woodcock (2.0t Ford 
Escort Cosworth), 1hr01m35.39s; 3, Jonathan Baker (2.0t 
Ford Escort Cosworth), 1hr02m09.43s; 4, Graham Churchill the drivers, Colin Blower — Hales’s main 


(1.6 Honda Civic V-Tec), 1hr03m15.87s. Class A: 1, Cox; | . ‘ ae ‘ 
2, Woodcock; 3, Baker. Fastest lap: Frank Greenway (2.0t | Series rival Spun on Cooper Straight on 
Ford Escort Cosworth), 1m38.68s, 94.85mph (record). successive laps... 

Bob Sands led at the start but, once 


Glass B: 1, Huw Bolle-Jones (2.3 BMW M3), 33 laps, 
82.55mph. Fastest lap: Bolle-Jones, 1m45.85s, 88.42mph. Hales swept ahead at Surtees on lap two 


in terrible conditions at Brands Hatch. As 
an indication of the challenge that faced 


Class €: 1, David Pitcher (2.0 Vauxhall Astra GTE), 33 | 


Hales tames Brands torrents 


the issue was never in doubt as he 
moved steadily away. 

Sands headed the chasing group of 
Mark Goddard, Gerry Marshall, Chris 
Maries and Steve Cole before slipping to 
the back of the group on lap five. Maries 
was black-flagged for a rising bonnet. 

Cole finished second, 1.4s clear of 
Goddard. Marshall was fourth, a further 


1.7s behind after a spin at Paddock. 
John Kent fought back from an opening 
lap spin to finish fifth, with Sands a 
distant sixth. 

Race winner Hales said: ‘As leader | 
was able to see where | was going; and 
today, it’s what | didn’t do rather than 
what | did do that mattered!’ 
Wi Dud Candler 
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Beaney botches 
then impresses 


MALLORY PARK, Sep 12: Dave 
Williams wrapped up the 
Everyman Star of Mallory FF1600 
title and the last race was cut 
short because of bad track 
conditions, but the highlight 
came before the rain with the 
Class B Slick 50 Road Saloons. 

Poleman Neil Beaney fluffed 
his start, but made up for it 
with a hard push to get back in 
touch with the leading trio. He 
finished second after a lunge for 
the lead on the last lap. 

Until Beaney reached them, 
Richard Daden and John 
Martinson traded the lead for a 
couple of laps, Steve Hayward 
running close behind. 

Beaney caught and passed 
Hayward and Daden to run 
second, then closed on 
Martinson who felt a ‘big nudge’ 
from Beaney as they both went 
for the same line past a 
backmarker on the last lap. 

Martinson would not be 
ousted, taking a narrow win. 

Nigel Greensall continued his 
dominance of the Cleanaway 
Formula Forward Championship. 

David Simpson headed home 
the Liqui Moly Porsche 924s 
from Richard Chilton after an 
excellent race, but was excluded 
at scrutineering. Richard Lloyd 
was Classified second after his 
battle with Les Johnson, who 
spun and dropped down the 
order late in the race. 

In the Everyman Star of 
Mallory FF1600 race, a persistent 
challenge to Dave Williams from 
Graeme Riley ended on the last 
lap when Riley tried to go round 
the outside of a backmarker at 
Gerards and went off. 

The Dedicated Micros Formula 
E FF1600s ran in the same race 
as the Star of Mallory event, 
victory going to Peter Eccleston. 

Dereck Flegg led throughout 
the Fiat Lubrificanti race, Andy 
Giles closing on the leader on 
every lap out of Gerards but 
unable to challenge further. 

A damp track greeted the Pre- 
’°85 FF1600s. Simon Davey tried 
to go round the outside of 
Damon Wellman at Gerards on 
lap three, but went into the 
barriers after contact was made. 

Martin Gilbert took second 
from Martin Sismey, both caught 
Wellman but couldn’t to pass. 

Heavy rain made life difficult 
for the Class A Slick 50 Road 
Saloons. Tony Harding deposed 
early leader Brian Sale on lap 
two, which was how it finished 
on lap six when red flags came 
out for a stranded car. 

Three drivers battled valiantly 
for the lead of the Naturel Pre- 
74 FF1600 race until the race 
was stopped at half distance. 
Simon Hadfield won from 
Andrew Smith and Dave Lowe. 
Wf Richard Wright 
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Cleanaway Formula Forward Championship 
(12 laps) 

1, Nigel Greensall, 9m34.95s, 101.43mph; 2, Rob Gray, 
9m38.48s; 3, Mike Doble, 9m40.50s; 4, Vince Tweedy, 
9m43.01s; 5, Elliot Lewis, 9m49.77s; 6, Mark Callahan, 
9m50.42s. Fastest lap: Greensall, 46.83s, 103.77mph 
(record). 

Liqui Moly Porsche 924 Championship 


(10 laps) 
1, Richard Chilton, 9m51.95s, 82.10mph; 2, Richard Lloyd, 


9m58.23s; 3, Michael Neuhoff, 10m01.51s; 4, Sydney Dore, 
10m04.99s; 5, Alan Sawyer, 10m05.85s; 6, Steve Clarke, 
10m07.91s. Fastest lap: Chilton, 57.91s, 83.92mph 
(record). : 

Slick 50 Road Saloons, Class B (10 laps) 

1, John Martinson (1.8 VW Scirocco GTI), 9m52.25s, 
82.05mph; 2, Neil Beaney (1.8 VW Golf GTI), 9m52.86s; 3, 
Richard Daden (1.8 Ford Fiesta), 9m53.38s; 4, Steve 
Hayward (1.8 Ford Fiesta XR2), 9m53.86s; 5, Andy Wolfe 
(1.8 VW Golf GTI), 9m54.90s; 6, Neil Stokes (1.8 Vauxhall 
Astra), 9m58.49s. Fastest lap: Beaney, 57.30s, 84.81mph 
(record). 

Everyman Star of Mallory FF1600 


Championship (15 laps) 

1, Dave Williams (Van Diemen RF92), 12m24.04s, 
97.97mph; 2, Steve Shirley (Van Diemen RF89), 12m29.22s; 
3, Paul Morton (Van Diemen RF86), 12m42.19s; 4, Russell 
Dixon (Van Diemen RF92), 12m56.71s; 5, Nigel Dolan (Van 
Diemen RF86), 12m56.91s; 6, James Mason (Van Diemen 
RF89), 13m06.19s. Fastest lap: Williams, 48.49s, 
100.22mph. 


Dedicated Micros Formula E Race (15 laps) 
1, Peter Eccleston (Crossle 25F), 12m55.74s, 93.97mph; 2, 
John Esser (Van Diemen RF80), 13m03.02s; 3, Nigel 
Lingwood (Van Diemen RF80), 13m05.25s; 4, Kevin Wallace 
(Crossle 35F), 13m11.72s; 5, Mike Newton (Van Diemen 
RF80), 13m15.18s; 6, Adrian Smith (Van Diemen RF80), 
13m15.40s. Fastest lap: Eccleston, 49.87s, 97.45mph. 


Fiat Lubrificanti Trophy (10 laps) 

1, Dereck Flegg (1.3 128 3P), 10m05.64s, 80.24mph; 2, 
Andy Giles (1.3 127GT), 10m06.13s; 3, Brian Cowe (1.3 
Uno 70SL), 10m07.25s; 4, Adrian Miller (1.3 12767), 
10m09.46s; 5, John Simpson (1.3 Uno), 10m10.35s; 6, 
James Bailey (1.3 Uno), 10m15.40s. Fastest lap: Flegg, 
59.29s, 81.96mph. 


BRSCC Pre-’85 FF1600 Championship 
(10 laps) 


1, Damon Wellman (Van Diemen RF85), 9m53.31s, 
81.91mph; 2, Martin Gilbert (Van Diemen RF84), 9m54.45s; 
3, Martin Sismey (Reynard FF83), 9m54.74s; 4, Bill Bullard 
(Van Diemen RF84), 9m55.06s; 5, Adam Moody (Ray 84F), 
9m57.16s; 6, Peter Wamer (Reynard FF83), 9m59.96s. 
Fastest lap: Moody, 57.50s, 84.52mph. 


Slick 50 Road Saloon Championship, Class A 
(6 laps) 


1, Tony Harding (3.9 Rover Vitesse), 6m35.95s, 73.64mph; 
2, Brian Sale (3.9 Rover Vitesse), 6m36.82s; 3, Gary Evans 
(3.9 Rover Vitesse), 6m47.27s; 4, Brian Long (3.2 Ford 
Sierra XR4i), 6m49.82s; 5, Steve Hirst (2.0 Ford Escort), 
6m51.86s; 6, Andy Smith (3.9 Rover Vitesse), 6m51.98s. 
Fastest lap: Harding, 1m04.35s, 75.52mph. 


Naturel Pre-’74 FF1600 Championship 


(5 laps) 

1, Simon Hadfield (Lotus 61), 6m17.90s, 64.30mph; 2, 
Andrew Smith (Van Diemen FA73), 6m20.58s; 3, Dave 
Lowe (Lotus 61), 6m23.30s; 4, Mick Morrant (Hawke 
DL11), 6m24.75s; 5, Stuart McCrudden (Jamun T3), 
6m35.46s; 6, Andrew Newall (Merlyn Mk 11A), 6m39.59s. 
Fastest fap: Hadfield, 1mi4.59s, 65.15mph. 


MalloryPark— Pre-’74FF1600 winner Simon Hadfield and his pristine Lotus 61 


Sevens produce 
stunning display 


SNETTERTON, Sep 12: The 
Road-going Caterham 7s were 
out twice in a day, producing a 
particularly memorable race 
second time round to underline 
the category’s appeal to both 
drivers and spectators. 

In their first qualifying round, 
Peter Fiddes and Robin Rex 
swapped the lead back and 
forth, shadowed by John 
Schneider, before a possibly 
over-zealous red flag decision 
curtailed the fun at the end of 
lap four. Fiddes was leading and 
was credited with his fourth 
straight win. 

As if to appease, the 
organisers increased the second 
series encounter to 14 laps and 
the opportunity for a classic 
Super 7 contest was snatched 
with relish. 

Nine drivers from Class B 
broke away to form a leading 
train, Schneider initially holding 
the advantage. At mid-race it lay 
mostly with Fiddes, while in the 
closing laps Rex moved to the 
front. Always there was pressure 
from the queue behind. 

Out of the final corner Rex 
moved the closing Fiddes to the 
edge of the track, but still Fiddes 
came forward. 

At the chequered flag the pair 
seemed to dead-heat, but Rex 
was given the verdict by the 
timekeepers. 

Moments later, Jeremy 
Rollason beat Schneider to third 
by fractions. 

Overshadowed but not 
overlooked, Jack Newland won 
Class C narrowly from earlier 
class winner Shaun Balfe. Both 
were led by Paul Trevor until he 
spun on the last lap. 

From sixth on the grid, Robert 
Nearn led the Vecta Caterham 
Vauxhall Challenge field at the 
end of lap one, only to be 
greeted by red flags. 

In the restarted race he hit the 
front again — this time not until 


the last lap. Steve Parrish, David 
Walton and Keith Farrance all 
led the race before him. 

The VW Beetles also put on a 
fine show. Mark Sumpter 
emerged deservedly victorious 
from a closely fought five-car 
battle for the lead. 

Series debutant William 
Hewland won the poorly 
supported Pro-Sport 3000 round 
from a tyre-troubled Klaas Zwart. 

Bill Shepherd was the cat 
among the scattered 
Thundersaloon pigeons. He won 
the first race convincingly in his 
Vauxhall Calibra from early 
leader Rod Birley (Honda 
Prelude) and a distant Pete 
Stevens (Vauxhall Carlton). 

Despite finishing in the Riches 
tyre wall, Stevens was awarded 
race two after tangling with the 
Honda, now driven by Richard 
Piper. Only four cars, including 
Stevens’s were classified as a 
finishers. 

Roberto Giordanelli was the 
Classic Alfa winner in his 
glorious GTA, by a comfortable 
margin. 

@ Andy Leeder 


SNETTERTON, Sep 12 
Performance Car Caterham Super 7 


Challenge (4 laps) 

Overall & Class B: 1, Peter Fiddes, 5m41.82s, 82.23mph; 
2, Robin Fox, 5m42.26s; 3, John Schneider, 5m43.23s; 4, 
Jeremy Rollason, 5m46.03s. Fastest lap: Schneider, 
1m23.24s, 84.42mph. Class €: 1; Shaun Balfe, 5m56.98s; 
2, Jack Newland, 6m07.43s; 3, Paul Trevor, 6m07.95s. 
Fastest lap: Balfe, 1m26.28s, 81.44mph. * 


Pro-Sport 3000 & Sports 2000 


Championship (15 laps) 

1, William Hewland, 17m59.43s, 97.65mph; 2, Klaas Zwart, 
18m02.87s; 3, Michael Millard, 18m10.15s; 4, Paul Gibson, 
18m34.43s; 5, Jeff Orford, 18m59.08s; no other finishers. 
Fastest lap: Matt Aitken, 1m10.58s, 99.56mph. 


Big Boys Toys Beetle Cup (10 laps) 

1, Mark Sumpter, 16m47.32s, 69.76mph; 2, John 
Aitkenhead, 16m47.71s; 3, Simon Howarth, 16m47.93s; 4, 
Julian Lock, 16m50.54s; 5, Peter Nicholas, 17m05.81s; 6, 
David Robinson, 17m07.66s. Fastest lap: Haworth, 
1m38.80s, 71.12mph (record). 


Vecta Caterham Vauxhall Challenge (8 laps) 
1, Robert Nearn, 10m24.07s, 90.08mph; 2, Steve Parrish, 
10m24.49s; 3, David Walton, 10m24.75s; 4, Keith Farrance, 
10m25.58s; 5, Simon Jackson, 10m32.12s; 6, Graham 
Jones, 10m33.17s. Fastest lap: Nearn, 1m16.13s, 
92.30mph (record). 

Auto Express Thundersaloon Championship, 


race one (12 laps) 

1, Bill Shepherd (Vauxhall Calibra), 14m44.58s, 95.32mph; 
2, Rod Birley/Richard Piper (Honda Prelude), 14m45.29s; 3, 
Pete Stevens (Vauxhall Carlton), 14m56.11s; 4, Nigel Mustill 
(Ford Sierra RS500), 15m27.47s; 5, Peter Wright/Rob 
Shepherd (Vauxhall Belmont), 11 laps; 6, Steven Wallace 
(Ford Sierra RS500), 10. Fastest lap: Shepherd, 1m12.65s, 
96.72mph (record). 

Auto Express Thundersaloon Championship, 


race two (6 Laps) 

1, Stevens, 7m31.23s, 93.44mph; 2, Birley/Piper, 
7m31.60s; 3, Mustill, 7m40.02s; 4, Paul McMillan (Peugeot 
309716), 7m50.28s; no other finishers. Fastest lap: 
Shepherd, 1m12.87s, 96.43mph. 


Performance Car Caterham Super 7s 

(14 laps) 

Overall & Class B: 1, Robin Rex, 19m50.00s, 82.67mph; 
2, Peter Fiddes; 19m50.01s; 3, Jeremy 

Rollason, 19m30.78s; 4, John Schneider, 19m50.90s; 5, 
Graham Griffiths, 19m35.33s; 6, Magnus Laird, 19m56.71s. 
Fastest lap: Fiddes/Schneider, 1m22.63s, 85.04mph 
(record). Class C: 1, Jack Newland, 20m51.38s; 2, Shaun 
Balfe, 20m51.74s; 3, Paul Trevor, 21m04.02s. Fastest lap: 
Balfe, 1m25.91s, 81.79mph. 


Classic Alfa Romeo Trophy (10 laps) 

1, Roberto Giordanelli (Alfa GTA), 16m04.25s, 72.87mph; 2, 
Paul Alexander (Alfa 1600 GTA), 16m16.72s; 3, John 
Symes (Alfa GT Junior), 16m29.97s; 4, Mark Powell (Alfa 
GTV), 16m50.08s; 5, Andrew Thorogood (Alfa 1300 GTA), 
17m06.70s; 6, Jonathan Griffin (Alfa Giulia Super), 
17m1i2.07s. Fastest lap: Giordanelli, 1m33.20s, 75.39mph. 


NATIONAL REPORTS 


Ferraris race in 
classic style 


CASTLE COMBE, Sep 9: The 
Ferraris of George Christopher 
and Karl Jones provided the : 
most thrilling battle in a superb 
day’s racing at Combe. 

During the BRSCC Italian 
Intermarque race, the leading 
pair charged away from the field 
to continue their own battle, 
swapping positions constantly 
with less than a hair’s breadth 
between them. 

Scything through backmarkers 
on the penultimate lap, the two 
Ferraris were side-by-side 
through Camp, Jones just edging 
ahead. But Christopher retaliated 
at Quarry, retaking the lead 
which he held to the flag. 

Despite qualifying on pole 
position for the Delostar 
Electronics Sports/Saloon race, 
Erling Jensen could not live with 
the power of David Appleby’s 
Jaguar XJR11 and had to settle 
for second place. 

Melvyn Coon held the lead for 
two laps in the Mobile 
Windscreens Special GT race, no 
mean feat with Appleby’s Jaguar 
in hot pursuit. When Appleby 
swept into the lead, Coon came 
under pressure from Jensen but 
kept the Skoda driver behind to 
the flag. 


castle Combe — Karl Jones (4) and George Christopher’s Italian Intermarque battle 


Pete Hall’s thundering Ford 
Mustang took the spoils in the 
ICS Historic Racing Saloon race. 
Polesitter John Young took a 
commanding lead from the start 
but he dropped out on lap 
eight, leaving Hall an easy win. 

Michael Millard led the field of 
Ferraris home in the Pirelli 
Maranello Challenge. An 
audacious pass at Camp on lap 
four took Millard past early 
leader Simon Toyne, who lost 
such momentum in the 
manoeuvre that George 
Christopher also powered past 


_ him to take second. 


Carl Blakely and Richard 
Austin fought tooth-and-nail for 
victory in the Renault 5TS race, 
swapping positions throughout 
until Blakely just beat Austin to 
the line. 

Not even 1993 champion 
Gavin Wills could stop Dave 
Williams from taking pole 
position, fastest lap and victory 
in the HEAT FF1600 race. Wills 
finished second with the 
irrepressible Bob Higgins third. 

Paul Smith headed a frantic six 
laps in the Chris Knott Alfa 
Romeo Class F race, before an 
accident at Tower brought out 
the red flags and a result was 
declared. 

Peter Winstone held off Geoff 
Steel to win the GMS Modified 
Saloon ‘race. Derek Hales was 
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Snetterton— Paul Simpson (25) and Rich Welsh beetling hard at Russell 
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first across the line but was 
disqualified for overtaking under 
a yellow flag. 

Starting in fourth gear didn’t 
stop Chris Snowden dominating 
the Chris Knott Alfa Romeo 
Class A-E race. Pete Cate and 
Roberto Giordanelli chased 
Snowden hard but could never 
challenge the leader. 

@ Nick Bagot 


CASTLE COMBE, Sep 11 


Renault 5TS Championship (10 laps) 

1, Carl Blakely, 13m50.70s, 79.73mph; 2, Richard Austin, 
13m51.16s; 3, Steve Merry, 13m53.45s; 4, Vince Marlin, 
13m54.69s; 5, James Calvert, 13m57.15s; 6, Martin Howell, 
13m57.43s. Fastest lap: Austin, 1m20.97s, 81.80mph 
(record). 

Delostar Electronics Sports/Saloons 


(10 laps) 

Overall & Class A: 1, David Appleby (Jaguar XJR-11), 
10m18.84s, 107.03mph; 2, Erling Denson (Skoda/Tiga 
Coupe), 10m27.77s; 3, Brian Fisher (Chevron B16), 
10m31.45s. Fastest lap: Appleby, 1m00.08s, 110.25mph. 
Class B: 1, Andy Cumming (Lotus Elan), 11m08.00s; 2, 
Richard Ward (Lotus Elan), 11m08.14s; 3, Robert Bogue 
(Lola T592), 8 laps. Fastest lap: Ward, 1m05.35s, 
101.36mph. Glass G: 1, Richard Borthwick (Chevron B61), 
9 laps; 2, Ron Harper (Triumph Spitfire), 9; 3, Derek 
Barrett (Elden Stiletto), 9. Fastest lap: Borthwick, 
1m06.18s, 100.09mph. Class D: 1, Joe Ward (Opel Manta 
400), 9 laps; 2 Peter Schuster (MGB), 8; 3, Keith Butcher 
(Ford Escort), 8. Fastest lap: Ward, 1m09.35s, 95.51mph. 
Class E: 1, Philip Wadsley (Mini Gem GT), 9 laps; 2, Paul 
Hardman (Mini), 8; no other finishers. Fastest lap: 
Wadsley, 1m11.65s, 88.73mph {all fastest laps establish 
records). 

GMS Tickets Modified Saloons (10 laps) 
Overall: 1, Peter Winstone (Ford Capri), 11m33.61s, 
95.50mph; 2, Geoff Steel (BMW 318), 11m33.87s; 3, Dave 
Streather (BMW 323), 11m36.90s. Class A: 1, Winstone; 2, 
Streather; 3, Wood. Fastest lap: Geoffrey Finlay (BMW 
M3), 1m06.76s, 99.22mph. Glass B: 1, Geoff Steel (BMW 
318), 11m33.97s, 95.46mph; 2, Richard Tovey (Ford Capri), 
11m53.72s; 3, Andrew Joyce (Ford Escort), 12m10.11s. 
Fastest lap: Steel, 1m07.40s, 98.27mph (record). Class 
C: 1, Marc le Maitre (Rover Mini Cooper), 12m18.00s, 
89.75mph; 2, Philip Jose (Mini), 12m41.49s; 3, Chris Judge 
(Mini Cooper S), 9 laps. Fastest lap: Le Maitre, 1m11.56s, 
92.56mph. 


Chris Knott Alfa Romeos, Classes A-E 


(10 laps) 

Overall & Class A: 1, Chris Snowden (GTV6), 11m52.48s, 
92.97mph; 2, Pete Cate (Alfasud Ti), 12m02.07s; 3, 
Roberto Giordanelli (GTA), 12m03.48s. Fastest lap: 
Snowden, 1m09.65s, 95.10mph. Class B: 1, Nic Page 
(Alfasud Ti), 9 laps; no other finishers. Fastest lap: Page, 
1m21.88s, 80.89mph. Glass G: 1, Richard Sykes (33 Ti), 
13m02.76s; 2, Tim Lumb (33), 13m05.53s; 3, John Carter 
(Sprint), 9 laps. Fastest lap: Sykes, 1m16.08s, 87.06mph. 
Class D: 1, Richard Harriman (GTV6), 13m01.73s; 2, Keith 
Fawdington (Sprint), 13m02.05s; 3, Ron Davidson (164), 9 
laps. Fastest lap: Fawdington, 1mi6.40s, 86.70mph. Class 
E: 1, Martin Clarke (GTV), 9 laps; 2, Micky Bolton (GTV), 9; 
3, Adam Stanhope (GTV), 9. Fastest lap: Clarke, 
1m20.80s, 81.98mph. 


Mobile Windscreens Special GT 
Championship (10 laps) 


CastieCombe — Roberto Giordanelli’s Alfa GTA, runner-up in the second Alfarace 


Overall: 1, David Appleby (Jaguar XJR11), 10m16.01s, 
107.53mph; 2, Melvyn Coon (Mallock Mk24B), 10m24.97s; 
3, Erling Jensen (Skoda/Tiga Coupe), 10m26.47s. Class A: 
1, Appleby; 2, Jensen; 3, Nigel James (Ultima Shapecraft), 
10m55.58s. Fastest lap: Appleby, 58.67s, 112.90mph. 
Class B: 1, Coon; 2, Ball; 3, Richard Ward (Lotus Elan), 
10m56.35s. Fastest lap: Coon, 1m05.32s, 101.40mph. 
Class C: 1, Richard Borthwick (Chevron B61), 9 laps; 2, 
Derek Barrett (Elden Stiletto), 9; 3, Geoff Thorne 
(Skoda-Ford), 9. Fastest lap: Borthwick, 1m06.47s, 
99.65mph. Glass DB: 1, Mike Brend (Suzuki SC100), 
11m14.52s; no other finishers. Fastest lap: Brend, 
{m05.32s, 101.40mph (record). 


Historic Racing Saloon Car Championship 


(10 laps) 

Overall: 1, Pete Hall (Ford Mustang), 12m00.61s, 
91.92mph; 2, Bob Sherring (Ford Galaxie 500), 12m15.83s; 
3, Nevil Smith (Ford Anglia 105E), 12m18.20s. Class A: 1, 
Hall; 2, Sherring; 3, Dennis Clark (Chevrolet Camaro), 
12m28.20s. Fastest lap: Hall, 1m08.78s, 96.30mph. Class 
B: 1, Anthony Williams (Jaguar Mk2), 12m47.70s; 2, Allen 
Loyd (Jaguar Mk2), 13m19.25s; 3, Peter Lloyd (Jaguar 
Mk1), 13m30.65s. Fastest lap: Peter Lloyd, 1m14.29s, 
89.16mph. Glass ©: 1, Peter Landers (Lotus Cortina), 
12m32.55s; 2, Nick Stagg (Lotus Cortina), 12m39.40s; 3, 
Amanda Torregiani (Lotus Cortina), 12m40.35s. Fastest 
lap: Landers, 1m28.98s, 90.76mph. Glass D: 1, Nevil 
Smith (Ford Anglia 105E), 12m18.20s; 2, Ron Fielding (Ford 
Anglia 105E), 12m33.09s; 3, Nick Swift (Morris Cooper S), 
12m35.72s. Fastest lap: Smith, 12m25.25s, 91.68mph. 
Class E: 1, Pat Longhurst (Hillman Imp), 9 laps; 2, Ron 
Parker (Hillman Imp), 9; 3, Harvey Death (Austin Mini), 9. 
Fastest lap: Andrew Colley (Hillman Imp), 1m17.97s, 
84.95mph. 


Pirelli Maranello Ferrari Challenge (10 laps) 
Overall & Class M: 1, Michael Millard (Boxer), 
13m39.25s, 97.02mph; 2, George Christopher (308GT4), 
13m41.97s; 3, Simon Toyne (308GT4), 13m55.25s. Fastest 
lap: Millard, 1m06.62s, 99.42mph (record). Class 0: 1, 
David Barker (308GTB), 11 laps; 2, John Anderson 
(308GTB), 11; 3, Jon Goodwin (Mondiale), 11. Fastest lap: 
Lawrence Benson (308GTB), 1m12.10s, 91.07mph (record). 


HEAT Castle Combe FF1600 Championship 


(10 laps) 

1, Dave Williams (Van Diemen RF90), 11m00.50s, 
100.28mph; 2, Gavin Wills (Swift SC92), 11m00.60s; 3, 
Bob Higgins (Van Diemen RF88), 11m06.15s; 4, Gordon 
Allen (Van Diemen RF90), 11m07.93s; 5, David Llewelyn 
(Van Diemen RF91), 11m07.03s; 6, Alan Cooper (Cooper 
FF), 11m24.91s. Fastest lap: Williams, 1m04.51s, 
102.68mph. 


BRSCC Italian Intermarque Challenge 


(10 laps) 

Overall & Class A: 1, George Christopher (Ferrari 
308GT4), 11m35.42s, 95.25mph; 2, Karl Jones (Ferrari 
320GTB), 11m35.75s; 3, Pete Cate (Alfa Romeo Alfasud), 
11m58.41s, Fastest lap: Christopher, 1m07.86s, 97.61mph 
{establishes record). Class €: 1, David Barker (Ferrari 
308GTB), 12m39.35s; 2, Crispian Besley (Ferrari 308GT4), 
9 laps; 3, Dave Walker (Alfa Romeo 33), 9. Fastest lap: 
Barker, 1m13.19s, 90.51mph (record). Glass B: 1, 
Giovanni di Gennaro (Fiat 128), 9 laps; no other finishers. 
Fastest lap: di Gennaro, 1m15.74s, 87.45mph. Glass C: 
1, Andy Curtis (Alfa Romeo 33), 12m16.77s; 2, Anthony 
George (Alfa Romeo Alfasud}, 9 laps; no other finishers. 
Fastest lap: Curtis, 1m19.76s, 83.04mph. 


Chris Knott Alfa Romeos, Class F (10 laps) 

1, Paul Smith (Alfa Romeo 33), 6m42.15s, 82.35mph; 2, 

Nick Baughn (Alfa Romeo Ti), 6m42.53s; 3, Paul Edwards 
(Alfa Romeo Alfasud Ti), 6m42.76s; 4, Dave Ashford {Alfa 
Romeo Alfasud Sprint), 6m43.32s; 5, Martin Parsons (Alfa 
Romeo 33), 6m43.85s; 6, Graham Heels (Alfa Romeo Ti), 
6m45.54s. Fastest lap: Smith, 1m18.02s, 84.90mph. 
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‘NATIONAL REPORTS 


Taylor contains 
young pretender 


INGLISTON, Sep 12: The 
FF1600s provided a cracking 
opening race as Senior 
Championship leader Geordie 
Taylor was made to work hard 
for his win in the first race by 
switched-on junior challenger 
Amanda Whitaker. 

Neil Fisher worked equally 
hard to hold third from veteran 
Roy Low, until Low suffered a 
rear sub-frame breakage. Alan 
Brunton took fourth spot, while 
Marcus Sharp was fifth with a 
blown exhaust. 

The second FF1600 event later 
on the programme (a combined 
result was issued) saw Taylor 
again get the measure of 
Whitaker, who was shadowed to 
the flag by fellow junior honours 
contender Brunton. 

Among the leaning 2CVs, 
Andrew Timpson scuttled off in 
front, helped by the battle for 
second between Norrie Taylor 
and Chris Higson. Ian Gibbon 
looked set for fourth, until 
Graham Harper charged on the 
last lap to take the place. 

Among the 1400cc-limit 
saloons, Richard Dobson hauled 
his Citroen AX firmly away from 
Andrew McKinna, while Gary 
White had to contain a race-long 
assault by Mike Hunter to finish 


Cadwell— Mike Hughes and Rob Cowing 


Brown drives from 
last to second 


CADWELL PARK, Sep 12: The 
Formula Vee race hogged the 
limelight at Cadwell Park. Simon 
Robinson won, but Martin 
Brown produced a storming 
drive from last on the grid to 
finish second. 

Trevor Welsh diced at the 
front with Robinson and 
Jonathan Hughes over the first 
five laps. Welsh led before 
falling back with a problem and 
eventually succumbed to the 
fast-climbing Brown in the 
woodland section. 

Mick Harris won the 750 


third. Douglas McGregor fended 
off Iain Cowie for fifth. 

The Kit/Road Sports foray was 
dominated by Michael Higson, 
who rushed away from Iain 
Wight. Dave Muse pushed Ken 
Thomson for third before 
dropping back, Neville Singleton 
finally taking the place when 
Thomson retired. 

Leading Road Sport runner Jim 
Grant took fourth in his 
immaculate Lotus Elan. 

Among the Road Saloons of 
more than 1401cc, Robert 
Mitchell made a good start in his 
Ford Fiesta to open a gap on 
Robert Thomson’s Vauxhall 
Nova, despite Thomson’s 
decision to fit a new Swindon 
cylinder head. 

Colin Gallie posted fastest lap 
on the way to third place in his 
BMW, overtaking the skittish 
Escort of Warren Dunbar 
(fourth) and that of Brian 
Fletcher (fifth) with a jammed 
gearbox. 

Bill Wood blasted away in his 
Mallock to win the Sports/ 
Supersports and Supersaloons 
event. Willie Paterson hurled his 
Davrian along in vain chase, but 
was overtaken before the finish 
by Bill Carr’s powerful Tiga. 

Robert Ross adapted to a 
repaired gearbox in his 6R4 to 
open a gap on the neat Darrian 
of Kath Paterson. 

@ Bill Henderson 


Formula race, resisting early 
pressure from Andy Jones. 

In the Morgan Motor 
Company Challenge, Matthew 
Wurr expressed his intentions 
clearly by taking pole by four 
seconds. He duly drove away to 
an easy win from Malcolm Paul. 

The first Toyo Tyres Super 
Road Saloon race for Classes A 
and B saw Jonathan Woodward 
take overall victory, while Simon 
Light brought his Capri home 
fourth for Class A honours. 

Victory in the Pre-’90 FF1600 
race went to Stuart Kestenbaum, 
followed a few seconds later by 
Peter Felix. 

Robert Nettleton took the MG 
Cockshoot race, with Ian 
Hodkinson finishing second after 
a scrap with Adam Egar. 

Rob Compton was denied 
second place in the second Toyo 
Tyres race when he ran out of 
petrol on the last lap. Tony 
Pocock led from start to finish, 
with Tim Watson second. 

Martin Harrison took a 
comfortable victory in the Dax 
Laser Kit Car race, smashing his 
own lap record by nearly three 
seconds. 

The Cox & Buckles TR 
Register Championship race 
produced a tight finish. Michael 
Richards led until Colin Pendle, 
following closely, passed on lap 
nine to win. The two finished 
just 0.8s apart. 

@ Adam Proctor 


INGLISTON, Sep 12 
Tom Brown Racing Drivers School FF1600 


Senior/Junior, races one & two (20 laps) 

1, Geordie Taylor (Reynard-Taylor FF84), 17m24.66s, 
70.99mph; 2, Amanda Whitaker (Van Diemen-Minister RF90), 
17m25.42s; 3, Alan Brunton (Van Diemen-Kenimoto RF90), 
17m40.11s; 4, Marcus Sharp (Van Diemen-Scholar RF90), 
18m00.89s; 5, John Turner (Van Diemen-Greenwood RF87), 
18m27.09s; 6, Tony Strugnell (Van Diemen-Strugnell), 18 
laps. Fastest lap: Taylor, 51.52s, 71.97mph. 


Forsyth Fresh Fruit Citroen 2CV (10 laps) 

1, Andrew Timpson, 12m21.00s, 50.04mph; 2, Norman 
Taylor, 12m21.37s; 3, Chris Higson, 12m22.71s; 4, Graham 
Harper, 12m26.14s; 5, lan Gibbon, 12m27.74s; 6, Willie 
Paterson, 12m38.72s. Fastest lap: Taylor, 1m12.29s, 
51.29mph. 


Mackay for Mazda Up to 1400cc Road 


Saloons (12 laps) 

1, Richard Dobson (1.3 Citroen AX), 11m41.92s, 63.39mph; 
2, Andrew McKinna (1.3 Vauxhall Nova), 11m47.74s; 3, 
Gary White (1.4 Vauxhall Nova), 11m51.26s; 4, Mike Hunter 
(1.4 Mini), 11m51.60s; 5, Douglas McGregor (1.4 Mini), 
12m05.42s; 6, lain Cowie (1.4 Ford Fiesta), 1205.98s. 
Fastest lap: Dobson, 57.01s, 65.04mph. 

Arnold Clark Kit Cars/Road Sports (12 laps) 
Overall: 1, Michael Higson (2.0 Westfield), 10m57.85s, 
67.64mph; 2, lain Wight (2.0 Noble 23), 11m19.46s; 3, 
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CADWELL PARK, Sep 12 


Nemesys 750 Formula (10 laps) 

1, Mick Harris (Darvi 877), 17m01.2s, 76.49mph; 2, Pete 
Knipe (DNC F750), 17m44.79s; 3, Chris Gough (CGR), 
17m47.1s; 4, Dave Robson (SDAR/83), 17m47.8s; 5, 
Anthony Raine (Centaur F750), 17m54.9s: 6, Dick Harvey 
(Darvi 92-D), 18m05.5s. Fastest lap: Harris, 1m39.8s, 
78.27mph (record). 

Morgan Motor Company Challenge (10 laps) 
Overall: 1, Matthew Wurr (4.3 Plus 8), 17m12.6s, 
75.65mph; 2, Malcolm Paul (4.3 Plus 8), 17m15.1s; 3, 
Grahame Walker (3.5 Plus 8), 17m54.0s; 4, Chas Windridge 
(2.0 4/4), 17m54.3s. Class A: 1, Wurr; 2, Paul; 3, 
Windridge. Fastest lap: Wurr, 1m40.5s, 77.73mph 
(record). Class B: 1, Walker; 2, Peter Lund (3.5 Plus 8), 
17m57.19s; no other finishers. Fastest lap: Walker, 
1m45.9s, 73.76mph (record). Class C: 1, Alan Wickenden 
(2.0 Plus 4), 18m46.4s; 2, David James (2.1 Plus 4), 9 
laps; no other finishers. Fastest lap: Wickenden, 1m48.8s, 
71.80mph (record). Glass D: 1, Chris Phillips (3.9 Plus 8), 
9 laps; 2, Jack Bellinger (3.5 Plus 8), 9; 3, Mary Lindsay 
(3.5 Plus 8), 9. Fastest lap: Phillips, 1m51.7s, 69.93mph 
(record). 

Toyo Tyres Super Road Saloons, 


Classes A & B (10 laps) 

Overall: 1, Jonathan Woodward (2.2 Sunbeam Lotus), 
18m35.2s, 70.05mph; 2, Neil Hasler (2.0 Sunbeam Lotus), 
18m44.5s; 3, Robert Beaumont (2.2 Sunbeam Lotus), 
18m46.9s; 4, Simon Light (3.1 Ford Capri S), 18m50.3s. © 
Class A: 1, Light; 2, Martin Roche (2.0 MG Maestro), 
18m51.4s; 3, Stephen Moore (2.0t Saab 9000), 18m58.6s. 
Fastest lap: Jeff Robinson (2.0t Mitsubishi Lancer), 
1m49.6s, 71.27mph. Class B: 1, Woodward; 2, Hasler; 3, 
Beaumont. Fastest lap: Woodward, 1m48.1s, 72.26mph 
(record). 

BRSCC Pre-’90 FF1600 (10 laps) 

1, Stuart Kestenbaum (Reynard-Minister 87FF), 16m27.6s, 
79.10mph; 2, Peter Felix (Van Diemen-Minister RF89), 
16m30.7s; 3, Gary Duffill (Van Diemen-Scholar RF88), 
16m45.99s; 4, Michael Graham (Van Siemen-Warrior RF88), 
16m46.1s; 5, Chris Bullimore (Reynard-Scholar FF89), 
16m46.7s; 6, Tony Slade (Swift-Ford FB88), 16m53.1s. 
Fastest lap: Kestenbaum & Felix, 1m37.5s, 80.12mph 
(record). 

MG Cockshoot Cup (10 laps) 

Overall & Class B: 1, Robert Nettleton (1.3 Healey Sprite), 
17m48.2s, 73.13mph; 2, lan Hodkinson (1.9 MGB), 
18m16.6s; 3, Adam Egar (1.9 MGB), 18m30.8s; 4, Martin 
Richardson (1.9 MGB), 18m34.7s. Fastest lap: Neitieton, 
1m44,7s, 74.61mph (record). Class A: 1, Paul Rodman 


Ingliston— Alan Brunton, third overall in the FF1600 double race and junior runner-up 


Neville Singleton (2.0 Westfield), 11m38.41s; 4, Jim Grant 
(1.6 Lotus Elan), 11m42.37s. Kit Cars: 1, Higson; 2, 
Wight; 3, Singleton. Fastest fap: Higson, 53.17s, 69.74mph 
(record). Road Sports: 1, Grant; 2, John Pinkney (2.0 
Triumph GT6), 11m48.59s; no other finishers. Fastest fap: 
Ken Thomson (2.8 Porsche 911), 57.30s, 64.71mph. 


Arnott Currie Printers Road Saloons over 
1401cc (12 laps) 


Overall: 1, Robert Mitchell (1.6 Ford Fiesta), 11m23.90s, 
65.06mph; 2, Robert Thomson (1.6 Vauxhall Nova), 
11m29.40s; 3, Colin Gallie (2.0 BMW 2002tii), 11m33.42s; 
4, Warren Dunbar (2.0 Ford Escort}, 11m35.87s. 
1401-1600ce: 1, Mitchell; 2, Thomson; no other starters. 
Fastest lap: Mitchell, 55.96s, 66.26mph (record). Over 
1600cc: 1, Gallie; 2, Dunbar; 3, Brian Fletcher (2.0 Ford 
Escort Mk1), 11m36.21s. Fastest lap: Gallie, 56.01, 
66.20mph. 


Mackay for Mazda Sports 


Cars/Supersports/Supersaloons (12 laps) 
Overall: 1, Bill Wood (2.0 Mallock Mk27), 10m38.27s, 
69.71mph; 2, Bill Carr (2.0 Tiga SC79), 10m52.53s; 3, 
Willie Paterson (1.0 Davrian), 10m55.10s; 4, Robert Ross 
(2.5 MG Metro 6R4), 11m02.18s. Sports Cars:1, Wood; 2, 
Carr; 3, Bill Parker (1.7 Mallock Mk21), 11m24.48s. 
Fastest lap: Wood, 51.76s, 71.64mph. 
Supersports/Supersaloons: 1, Paterson; 2, Ross; 3, Kath 
Paterson (2.0 Darrian T90), 11m10.20s. Fastest lap: Willie 
Paterson, 52.87s, 70.13mph. 
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(1.3 Healey Sprite), 9 laps, 65.61mph; 2, Michael Morris 
(1.3 MG Midget), 9; 3, Peter Collis (1.8 MGB), 9. Fastest 
lap: Rodman, 1m56.8s, 66.88mph. 


Toyo Saloons, Classes C & D (10 laps) 
Overall & Class G: 1, Tony Pocock (1.7 Ford Escort 
Sport), 18m52.6s, 68.97mph; 2, Tim Watson (1.7 Ford 
Fiesta XR2), 19m08.2s; 3, Jon Warburton (1.8 VW Golf), 
19m17.2s; 4, Mike Bailey (1.7 Talbot Sunbeam Ti), 
19m18.0s. Fastest fap: Pocock & Rob Compton (1.6 
Vauxhall Nova), 1m52.1s, 69.68mph. Class D: 1, Shane 
Golding (1.4 Vauxhall Nova), 19m29.3s, 66.80mph; 2, 
Richard Gane (1.3 Vauxhall Nova), 20m54.3s; 3, Geoff 
Westcott (1.3 Alfa Romeo Alfasud), 9 laps. Fastest lap: 
Golding, 1m53.2s, 69.0imph (record). 


Volkspares Formula Vee (10 laps) 

1, Simon Robinson (Scarab RSS Mk2), 17m44.5s, 
73.38mph; 2, Martin Brown (Ray FV91), 17m54.4s; 3, 
Trevor Welsh (Scarab GAC), 17m56.9s; 4, Simon Hutchinson 
(Scarab Mk2), 18m03.2s; 5, Dave Randall (Kaimann), 
18m04.4s; 6, Alan Shaw (Scarab MN2), 18m08.7s. Fastest 
lap: Jonathan Hughes (Spyder Vee), 1m39.7s, 78.35mph 
(record). 

Dax Laser Kit Car Championship (10 laps) 
Overall: 1, Martin Harrison (3.2 Dax Rush IRS), 17m41.8s, 
73.57mph; 2, Tim Wells (3.5 Dutton Phaeton), 17m47.2s; 
3, Martin Stewart (1.6 Sylva Phoenix), 18m06.2s; 4, Paul 
Barker (3.5 Dutton Phaeton), 18m10.2s. Glass A: 1, 
Harrison; 2, Wells; 3, Barker. Fastest lap: Harrison, 
1m43.7s, 75.33mph (record). Class B: 1, Stewart; 2, 
Mark Alexander-Williams (1.6 Westfield SE), 18m28.3s; 3, 
Tony Edwards (1.7 Wesifield SE), 18m43.3s. Fastest lap: 
Stewart, 1m45.9s, 73.76mph. Class C: 1, Stan Leithead 
(1.3 Westfield SE), 19m43.4s, 66.01mph; 2, Mike Howes 
(1.3 Sylva Striker), 9 laps; 3, David Stephens (1.3 Westfield 
11), 9. Fastest fap: Leithead, 

1m54.1s, 68.46mph. 


Cox & Buckles TRs(10 laps) 

Overall: 1, Colin Pendle (3.9 TR7), 17m37.8s, 73.85mph; 
2, Michael Richards (3.9 TR7), 17m38.6s; 3, Peter Cox (2.4 
TR4), 18m12.0s; 4, J Fritchley (2.0 TR3), 18m52.9s. Class 
A: 1, Rob Cowing (2.4 TRG), 19m44.6s, 65.94 mph; no 
other finishers. Fastest lap: Cowing, 1m54.0s, 68.52mph 
(record). Class C: 1, Fritchiey, 68.95mph; 2, Stephen Hall 
(2.1 TR4), 18m53.1s; 3, Steve Small (TR7), 9 laps. Fastest 
lap: Fritchley, 1m48.9s, 71.73mph. Class D: 1, Mike 
Hughes (2.4 TR5), 19m12.0s, 67.81mph; no other finishers. 
Fastest lap: Hughes, 1m51.0s, 70.37mph. Class E: 1, 
Pendle; 2, Richards; 3, Cox. Fastest lap: Richards, 
1m44.2s, 74.97mph (record). Class F: 1, Nick Bleaney 
(2.2 TR4), 9 laps, 61.11mph; no other finishers, Fastest 
lap: Bleaney, 2m03.8s, 63.10mph. 
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Douglas tangles 
then tigers 


MONDELLO PARK, Sep 11/12: 
The penultimate round of the 
Irish Formula Opel 
championship provided superb 
racing on the support 
programme at the Leinster 
Trophy meeting. 

Reigning champion Mike Edgar 
started alongside poleman and 
series leader Wayne Douglas, 
knowing that only a win would 
keep him in the hunt to retain 
his title. 

And Edgar knew he would 
have to beat acknowledged 
current Mondello king Douglas 
to the first corner to have any 
chance of doing so. 

Both drivers made reasonable 
starts, neither gave way and the 
inevitable coming together 
ensued. Edgar retired on the 
spot while Douglas rejoined at 
the back. 

David Wright picked up the 
pieces and stroked confidently 
to his first win of the season, 
while Douglas charged back 
through the field behind him. 

Douglas passed Vivion Daly at 
Castrol on lap 11, then Noel 
Roddy at the Esses and Sam 
Thompson at Cricket Hill by lap 
18. Now up to fifth, the Armagh 
teenager had PJ Fallon in his 
sights but the wily Dubliner 
proved a more difficult 
proposition. 

An over-ambitious move at 
Lodge with three laps to go 
dropped Douglas behind 
Thompson again, but he 
regained fifth at the Esses on the 
final tour. 

In contrast to Douglas’s 
endeavours, Morgan Dempsey Jr 
completed a lonely race in 
second place, Leslie Wright 
staving off Fallon for fourth. 

Bob Parks scored a well- 
judged maiden win in the Trend 
Trophies Formula Vee race, 
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ahead of Paul Heavey who 
worked his way through 
superbly from right at the back 
of the grid. 

Alan Johnston lowered the Fiat 
Challenge lap record on his way 
to victory ahead of Michael 
Conway. Donal Loughrey led for 
12 out of 15 laps of the Stena 
Sealink Formula Vee final, until a 
mistake at the Esses let Gary 
O’Brien through to win. 

Loughrey recovered to take 
third behind Gerry O’Reilly. 

Donegal teenager Damien 
Faulkner drove his ageing 
Reynard to a fairy tale Golden 
Pages Star of Tomorrow Formula 
Ford 1600 victory, in only his 
fifth motor race. 

Faulkner calmly withstood 
race-long pressure from fellow 
novice Raymond Knox’s Van 
Diemen. 

The reverse grid for the 
Dunlop Group N race proved no 
obstacle for John Burns’s Ford 
Sierra Cosworth. Michael Cullen 
took the up-to-2-litre class in his 
DC Kwikfit Peugeot 205 GTi, 
and clinched the championship, 
overtaking Karl O’Donoghue at 
Lodge on the penultimate lap. 

Patrick Dunne scored his first 
win in the Fiat Uno qualifying 
race ahead of Stephen Fitzgerald 
and David Hammond. 

Michael Cullen took his 
second victory in the Peugeot 
205 GTi race and with it his 
second title of the day. 

The venerable Steve Griffin 
stopped a Cullen hat-trick in a 
relatively subdued Dunlop Fiat 
Uno Cup race. 

Derek Cunneely took an 
emphatic debut win in the Ford 
of Ireland FF1600 final. The 20- 
year-old Mondiale runner led 
strongly from pole position, 
although a late charge from 
fellow Dubliner David Collier’s 
Swift kept him on his toes. 
Derek M Daly came through to 
finish third. 
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Wayne Douglas and Morgan Demps 


MONDELLO PARK, Sep 11/12 


Opel Leinster Trophy Final (15 laps) 

1, David Wright, 14m29.20s, 70.82mph; 2, Sam Thompson, 
14m32.58s; 3, Vivion Daly, 14m33.69s; 4, P J Fallon, 
14m38.05s; 5, Mike Edgar, 14m45.61s; 6, Leslie Wright, 
14m51.46s. Fastest lap: Wayne Douglas, 55.78s, 
73.57mph. 


Opel Leinster Trophy, heat one (12 laps) 

1, David Wright, 13m14.62s, 61.98mph; 2, Douglas, 
13m26.08s; 3, Fallon, 13m29.90s; 4, Thompson, 
13m34.69s; 5, Morgan Dempsey Jnr, 13m40.58s; 6, Leslie 
Wright, 13m43.16s. Fastest lap: David Wright, 1m04.65s, 
63.48mph. 


Opel Leinster Trophy, heat two (12 laps) 

1, David Wright, 11m29.52s, 71.42mph; 2, Daly, 
11m34.67s; 3, Edgar, 11m34.97s; 4, Thompson, 
11m35.45s; 5, Dempsey Jnr, 11m35.48s; 6, Damien 
O'Hare, 11m39.76s. Fastest lap: Wright, 55.62s, 
73.79mph. 

Trend Trophies Formula Vee Qualifier (10 
laps) 

1, Bob Parks (Sheane), 10m54.75s, 62.68mph; 2, Paul 
Heavey (Leastone), 10m58.29s; 3, Denis Conheady 
(Sheane), 11m00.16s; 4, Ken Tuite (Sheane), 11m00.71s; 
5, Fergus Brennan (Sheane), 11m02.20s; 6, Dominic Dillon 
(Sheane), 11m05.75s. Fastest lap: Ray Moore (Sheane), 
1m02.78s, 65.37mph. 


Classics (10 laps) 

1, Martin White (MGB), 12m29.69s, 54.74mph; 2, Frank 
Cassidy (Mini Cooper), 12m34.95s; 3, Maurice Cassidy 
(MGB), 12m36.53s; 4, John Taylor (MGB), 12m44.06s; 5, 
Dominic Peel (MG), 12m46.01s; 6, Patricia Cochrane (MG 
Midget), 12m49.60s. Fastest lap: not given. 


Fiat Genuine Parts Challenge (12 laps) 

1, Alan Johnston (Ritmo), 14m59.52s, 54.75mph; 2, 
Michael Conway (Ritmo), 15m04.36s; 3, Bob Jolley (Strada), 
15m08.17s; 4, Mark Turley (Ritmo), 15m11.94s; 5, Tony 
Murtagh (Ritmo), 15m26.70s; 6, Paddy Kennedy (Ritmo), 
15m29.10s. Fastest lap: Johnston, 1m13.57s, 55.78mph 
(record). 

Bridgestone Formula Ope! Championship (22 


laps) 

1, David Wright, 20m35.30s, 73.09mph; 2, Morgan 
Dempsey Jnr, 20m41.68s; 3, Leslie Wright, 20m49.19s; 4, 
P J Fallon, 20m49.81s; 5, Wayne Douglas, 20m51.55s; 6, 
Sam Thompson, 20m52.36s. Fastest lap: Douglas, 55.22s, 
74.32mph (record). 

Stena Sealink Formula Vee Final (15 laps) 

1, Gary O’Brien (Sheane), 15m45.43s, 65.1imph; 2, Gerry 
O'Reilly (Sheane), 15m54.35s; 3, Donal Loughrey (Sheane), 
15m54.59s; 4, Brendan Donegan (Sheane), 15m54.89s; 5, 
Peter Panama (Sheane), 15m55.36s; 6, Padraic Owens 


MondelloPark— Far left: 
Stephen Griffin, Uno victor 
again. Left: Michael Cullen 
(left) clinched two 
championships. Above: at 
Nutts Corner Tony Bardy took 
the Astra to second place 


(Sheane), 15m56.03s. Fastest lap: Owens, 1m02.09s, 
66.10mph. 


Golden Pages Star of Tomorrow Formula 
Ford 1600 (7 laps) 


1, Damien Faulkner (Reynard-Reid 84FF), 7m17.24s, 
65.70mph; 2, Raymond Knox (Van Diemen-Scholar RF92), 
7m17.97s; 3, Mark McKenna (Reynard-Auriga 89FF), 
7m20.24s; 4, Martin McMahon (Reynard 89FF), 7m20.59s; 
5, Adrian Pollock (Van Diemen-Auriga RF86), 7m20.80s; 6, 
Donal Healy (Crossle 30F), 7m28.01s. Fastest lap: 
McKenna, 59.60s, 68.86mph. 


Dunlop Group ’N’ Saloons (12 laps) 

1, John Burns (Ford Sierra Sapphire Cosworth), 14m18.26s, 
57.38mph; 2, Michael Cullen (Peugeot 205 GTi), 
14m25.20s; 3, David O’Riordan (Peugeot 205 GTi), 
14m29.40s; 4, Tony Brennan (VW Golf GTi), 14m30.26s. 
Up to 2-IHtre: 1, Cullen; 2, O’Riordan; 3, Brennan. Fastest 
lap: Joe Foley (Peugeot 205GTi), 1m07.65s, 60.67mph. 
Over 2-litre: 1, Burns; 2, John Keaney (Ford Sierra 
Cosworth RS), 14m31.40s; no other finishers. Fastest lap: 
Keaney, 1m07.31s, 60.97mph. 


Alpha Systems and Networks Fiat Uno 


Qualifying race (10 laps) 

1, Patrick Dunne, 12m21.41s, 55.35mph; 2, Stephen 
Fitzgerald, 12m23.34s; 3, David Hammond, 12m25.51s; 4, 
Noel Mcintyre, 12m25.87s; 5, Stephen Fisk, 12m26.46s; 6, 
Clive Pratt, 12m34.18s. Fastest lap: Fisk, 1m12.39s, 
56.77mph. 


Peugeot 205 GTis (10 laps) 

1, Michael Cullen, 11m10.95s, 61.17mph; 2, Mervyn Miller, 
11m14.40s; 3, Alan Dawson, 11m15.76s; 4, David 
O'Riordan, 11m16.22s; 5, Gerry O’Riordan, 11m17.46s; 6, 
Joe Foley, 11m23.01s. Fastest lap: Cullen, 1m06.14s, 
62.05mph. 


Ford of Ireland Formula Ford 1600 Final (15 
laps) 


1, Derek Cunneely (Mondiate-O’Connor M91S), 14m56.69s, 
59.09mph; 2, David Collier (Swift-Greenwood SC92F), 
14m57.29s; 3, Derek M Daly (Reynard-Minister 89FF), 
15m05.63s; 4, Niki Potterton (Van Diemen-Scholar RF92), 
15m07.30s; 5, Shaun Magill (Swift-Greenwood SC92), 
15m13.98s; 6, Henry O’Friel (Crossle-Patton 70F), 
15m18.05s. Fastest lap: Chris Paul (Van Diemen-Motex 
RF90), 58.588, 70.06mph. 


Alpha Systems and Networks Fiat Uno Final 
(12 laps) 


1, Stephen Griffin, 14m30.65s, 56.56mph; 2, Michael 
Cullen, 14m33.93s; 3, David Maguire, 14m34.79s; 4, Hugh 
Greennan, 14m35.45s; 5, Eugene Heary, 14m37.37s; 6, 
Liam Rabbitt, 14m28.20s. Fastest lap: Griffin, 1m11.48s, 
57.41mph. 


Easy does it Denis 


NUTTS CORNER, Sep 11: 
British Rallycross Champion 
Denis Biggerstaff had it all his 
own way in the opening Ulster 
rallycross of the season. The 
Dromara ace coasted to wins in 
both the Class 1 & 2 Final and 
the Super Final with his P&O 
European Ferries Metro 6R4. 
Tony Bardy made a welcome 
return to the County Antrim 
circuit with his Vauxhall Astra 
GSi and finished runner-up to 
Biggerstaff on two occasions. 
The Class 3 & 4 A Final was a 
lively affair with a mere 1.7s 
covering the field. Jack Shields 
kept his Mini ahead of Andy 
Orr’s Escort and the Peugeots of 
Norman Beggs and Harry Burke. 
John Haffey took a 
considerable drop in power to 
win the Production Final with 
his 1.2 Vauxhall Nova. The gap 
to Kenny Martin’s Nova was 
some 7 seconds at the end. 
William Hood took the spoils 
in the Rally Car A Final with his 
Mazda-powered Sunbeam. 
Maurice Gass was the runner-up 
in his Ford Escort. 
@ lan Lynas 


NUTTS CORNER 
Larne MC Rallycross Championship, round 


one, Sep 11 

Superfinal (5 laps): 1, Denis Biggerstaff (3.8 MG Metro — 
6R4),3m16.0s; 2, Tony Bardy (2.0 Vauxhall Astra GSi), 
3m18.7s; 3, Andy Orr (1.6 Ford Escort), 3m25.4s; 4, Jack 
Shields (1.5 Mini), 3m25.9s; 5, Norman Beggs (1.6 Peugeot 
205), 3m26.3s; 6, Harry Burke (1.6 Peugeot 205), 
3m26.7s. Class 1 & 2 Final (5 laps): 1, Biggerstaff, 
3m32.0s; 2, Bardy, 3m35.0s; 3, Robin Perry (2.0 Ford 
Escort), 3m50.1s; 4, Tommy Graham (2.0 Ford Fiesta), 
3m50.1s; 5, Joe Rooney (2.0 Peugeot 205), 3m51.3s; 6, 
David Patton (2.1t Ford Escort), 3m55.0s; 7, David Francis 
(2.1t Ford Escort), 4m01.7s. Class 3 & 4 A Final (5 
laps): 1, Shields, 3m37.1s; 2, Orr, 3m37.6s; 3, Beggs, 
3m38.0s; 4, Burke, 3m38.8s; Stanley Aiken (1.6 Vauxhall 
Nova), DNF. 6 Final (5 faps): 1, John Haffey (1.2 
Vauxhall Nova), 4m11.6s; 2, Kenny Martin (1.2 Vauxhall 
Nova), 4m18.8s; 3, Ronnie Cathers (1.2 Vauxhall Nova), 
4m20.3s; 4, Roy Coulter (1.2 Vauxhall Nova), 4m25.7s; 5, 
Stanley Bovill (1.2 Opel Kadett), 4m26.5s; 6, Mervyn 
Galbraith (1.2 Vauxhall Nova), 4m33.6s. Rally Car A Final: 
1, William Hood (2.3 Sunbeam Mazda), 3m42.8s; 2, 
Maurice Gass (2.0 Ford Escort), 3m44.2s; 3, Pat Crossen 
(2.0 Avenger), 3m56.8s; 4, Paul Burns (2.0 Toyota Corolla), 
3m58.2s. 


NATIONAL REPORTS 


OFF TRACK RESULTS 


VAL DES TERRES 


Guernsey Hillclimb, Sep 11 

BTD: Colin ie Maitre (Ralt-VW RT3), 32.96s, Class 
winners: Dave le Pelley (Dutton), 37.89s; Paul Trebert 
(Jaguar Special), 35.38s; Mike Lancashire (Vixen), 34.59s; 
Mark le Page (VW Golf}, 36.95s; Jason King (Ford Escort), 
36.80s; Tony Dauncey (Mallock Mk21), 33.55s; Zoe Harley 
(Honda CRX), 43.90s; Annette Jehan (Ford Escort), 38.37s; 
Janet Laine (Caterham 7),41.11s; Robin Marquand 
(Renault-Chevrolet 5), 38.05s; Chris Torode (Austin Mini), 
37.16s; Charlie Smith (Westfield-Rover SE), 35.30s; John 
Dunne (Ford Escort), 35.53s. 


CURBOROUGH 
Nottingham SCC Sprint, Sep 12 


BTD: Alan Aucote (Terrapin-Kawasaki), 31.49s. Class 
winners: Alan Woodings (Renault Gordini), 42.72s; Peter 
Cresswell (Toyota Corolla GT), 39.47s; lan Bradshaw (BMW 
325i), 39.48s; James Flack (Vauxhall Nova), 37.45s; Gordon 
Peters (Opel Manta S), 36.08s; Dave Parr (Ford Sierra 
Cosworth), 37.01s; Terry Corns (Westfield SE), 38.83s; Clive 
Kenrick (Caterham-BDG Seven), 33.615; Paul Edwards 
(Ginetta G33), 35.80s; Keith Wilford (Lotus Europa), 36.23s; 
Robert Heelis (Riley TT Sprite), 48.13s; Martin Brobyn (MG 
Midget), 36.92s; Mike Haigh (MG Metro), 44.418; Chris 
Johns (Mallock Mk8), 34.218; lan Cruickshanks (OMS), 
36.818; Mike Auckland (Quest F85), 36.17s; John Brockley 
(Beach Formula V Special), 33.71s. 


AINTREE 
Knowldale CC Sprint, Sep 12 


BTD: Damon Milnes (Magnum-VW 873), 46.64s. Glass 
winners: Andrew Barrett (Lotus Elan), 58.05s; Kevin 
Salisbury (Ford Sierra Cosworth), 57.04s; Les Beerling (Ford 
Sierra Cosworth), 52.10s; Derek Heslop (BMW 325i), 
59.79s; Bobby Lee (MG Midget), 1m09.33s; Peter McEwen 
(Caterham Seven), 52.74s; Keith Sollis (Van Diemen RF86), 
52.06s; Steve Wilkinson (Austin Seven), 1m14.20s; Paul 
Greaves (MG Midget), 54.90s; Alistair Elliott (Caterham 
Seven), 48.98s; David Bailey (Ford Sapphire Cosworth), 
51.80s; Harry Whitehouse (Mallock Mk16), 53.92s; David 
Standing (Mallock Mk14), 54.10s; Roy Rogers (Haggispeed), 
54.85s; Mel Clark (Megapin 91/04), 49.44s; Keith Payne 
(Quest), 48.09s; John McCartney (Chevron B53), 51.17s. 


WISCOMBE 
Tim Stiles Racing ASWMC Hillclimb 
Championship, Sep 11 


BTD: Alister Douglas-Osborn (2.0 Pilbeam-Vauxhall/Swindon 
MP62), 39.16s. Class winners: Charles Gracewood (1.4 
Leyland Mini), 49.118; Doug Bennett (1.6 Ford Escort), 
47.28s; Graham Heathman (2.0 Ford Escort), 45.75s; Geoff 
Bird (1.4 Cox GTM), 48.33s; Dave Pillinger (1.7 Dutton-Ford 
B+), 48.28s; Peter Smith (2.0 Westfield-Cosworth SEi), 
44.68s (record), Dave Kynaston (1.4 Austin Mini de Luxe), 
47.29s; Roy Bray (2.0t Ford Escort RS Cosworth), 44.43s 
(record), Carl Talbot (1.4 Lotus-BMC/KAD 7), 43.88s 
(record), Bill Bristow (Caterham-BDE Super 7), 40.91s 
(record), Paddy Keates (1.3 Mallock-Vauxhall), 44.08; 
Basil Pitt (1.6 Datalinski-Ford), 40.74s; Christian Mineeff 
(2.5 Pilbeam-Hart MP43), 41.188; Simon Ashley (1.6 
Ralt-BDA RT3), 40.17s; Douglas-Osborn. 


MAD VIDEO LIGHTNING STAGES 


Lincolnshire, Sep 12 

1, Chris Wood/Mark Lawrence (Ford Fiesta Cosworth turbo), 
thr35m22s; 2, Peter Lloyd/Paul Cook (BMW M3), 
1hr35m41s; 3, lan Gwynne/Howard Moore (Ford RS 2000), 
thr40m40s; 4, John Marwood/Jeff Wakefield (Darrian T9), 
thr40m50s; 5, Blair & Adrian Bushby (Ford Escort), 
thr40m54s; 6, Andrew Hawksworth/Tony Jenkins (Ford 
Sierra Cosworth), 1h41m18s. 


SG PETCH-COALWAY EVERYHOPE 
STAGES 


Durham, Sep 12 

1, Steve Petch/John Richardson (Ford Escort Cosworth), 
39m34s; 2, Kevin & Keith Knox (Ford Escort), 42m19s; 3, 
Geoff Wilson/Brian Crickett (Ford Escort), 42m36s; 4, Robert 
Skeoch/Denis Harland (Ford Escort), 42m44s; 5, Kieron 
Pearce/Keith Davison (Ford Escort), 42m52s; 6, David 
Lazonby/Kath Tinnion (Ford Escort), 43m45s. 


SOLENT STAGES 


Hampshire, Sep 12 

1, Dave & Matthew Wilkes (Vauxhall Chevette), 55m40s; 2, 
Kevin Evans/William Jones (Darrian T9), 55m40s; 3, Grant 
Roberts/David Hudson (Darrian T9), 55m57s; 4, Ken 
Tilbrook/Ron Stubbenhagen (Darrian T9), 56m19s; 5, John 
Eaton/Tony Sherwood (Ford Escort Cosworth), 56m26s; 6, 
Mick Humphry/Paul Barrett (Rover Vitesse), 56m45s. 


BENGRY SPECIAL TUNING PEAK REVS 
RALLY 
Shropshire/Mid Wales, Sep 12/13 


1, Neil Williams/Robert Richardson (2.0 Ford Escort), 
9m59s; 2, Baron Glaze/Peter Davies (2.1 Ford Escort), 
11m29s; 3, Paul Wood/Neil Spiers (1.7 Ford Escort), 
13m26s; 4, Dave Quinney/Simon Hunt (2.0 Ford Escort), 
17m24s; 5, Nigel Pugh/Andy Moss (Peugeot 205), 21m58s; 
6, Gareth Lioyd/Aled Davies (2.0 Ford Escort), 1Fim29s. 


16 September 1993 AUTOSPORT 107 


ORIENT EXPRESS CHALLENGE 


REPORT BOB MURRAY PHOTOGRAPHY MARTYN ELFORD 


Racing 


Combine a famous train, Montlhery, the Nurburgring, 
a gaggle of sportscars and a two-day sprint down 
Europe’s best roads and you have the Orient Express 
Challenge. Bob Murray sat alongside Jimmy McRae 


(5 ell have a good 
story to tell his 
mates: the day 
he challenged 
Jimmy McRae, 
and won,’ said 
the five times 
national rally 

champion as he clipped another 

apex on the Alpine pass and 
nudged the 18-year-old Vauxhall 

Chevette ever closer to the 

Porsche 959’s back bumper. 

Porsche 959? Vauxhall 
Chevette? No, not your standard 
motorsport contest. This was the 
Orient Express Challenge, a road 
run to beat the famous train to 
Milan. 

When Woolf Barnato and his 
Bentley did the same thing in 
the 1930s, it must have been 
considerably more 
straightforward. This year’s 
event, sponsored by The 
European, was, to quote the 
organisers, ‘a challenge between 
road and rail on completely 
equal terms, driving at or below 
the speed limits.’ Several other 
descriptions come to mind, but 
this is the official one. 

We in the Vauxhall/AUTOSPORT 
team quickly realised we were 
going to be in for an eventful 
time. When the flag dropped at 
the Victoria station start last 
Thursday and all the cars had to 


do three-point turns to get away, 
even I, in my co-driving debut, 
knew that something was not 
quite right. 

And after completing the 
challenge I doubt if one 
competitor would be able to 
explain the rules. The worry was 
that the organisers weren’t sure 
either. Think of it as a regularity 
trial, a test of navigation and 
timekeeping, and you won’t go 
far wrong. Plus we had laps at 
Montlhery one afternoon and 
laps at the new Nurburgring one 
morning — like 0130 in the 
morning, such was our schedule. 
Now that was fun. 


Top: McRae and Murray before the off. Above : Tim Jones’s 1924 Vauxhall OE 30/98 
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Left: McRae’s 
Chevette HSRin 
the Alps. Top: 
Waiting for the 
startat Victoria. 
Above: On the 
banking at 
Montihery. 
Right: Lacey's 
VX4/90 at 
Frankfurt 
stationin the 
early hours of 
Friday 


Vauxhall, as one of two 
manufacturer teams, not only 
brought with it the right spirit 
for such an event but also the 
real stars: Colin Field’s ex-works 
VX4/90 — the 1963 Monte Carlo 
car — and the droop snoot 
Chevette HSR, ‘Black Magic’. 
Both ran like Swiss watches and 
in the right hands both were 
good enough to cover the most 
testing roads and racetracks at a 
pace the drivers of the best 
supercars in the world didn’t 
care to emulate. 

The right hands were of 


course McRae — he gave the 
Chevette HSR its first victory on 
the 1980 Circuit of Ireland — 
and, in the exquisitely restored 
VX4/90, Vauxhall marketing 
director Chris Lacey, partnered 
by Classic and Sportscar editor 
Jan Bond. 

Another oldie but goodie was 
Tim Jones’s 1924 OE 30/98 
which staked its claim, as a 
kissing cousin of the Prince 
Henry, to being the world’s first 
sportscar. Its 80mph 
performance stunned everyone 
until, after 700 miles, an exhaust 


LONDON-TO-MILAN 


valve fell off, destroying the 
inside of the head. 

The new cars fared better. 
Peter Foubister and Classic and 
Sportscar’s Jeremy Vaughan in a 
Corsa SRi and AUTOSPORT 
director Tony Schulp and Simon 
Maurice in an Astra convertible 
all completed the route without 
a hiccough — and all with smiles 
on their faces after the three 
Alpine passes with their 
challenging switchbacks and 
sensational scenery. But no one 
was happier than Lacey who 
was so overwhelmed by the 
VX4/90’s charm and ability the 
grin on his face lasted all 1400 
miles and the 36 hours it took 
us to reach Milan. 

In Milan smiles were more 
important than the placings. And 
by the end of an event far more 
demanding and tiring than any 
of the teams were expecting, 
there were enough of those. To 
come through such an adventure 
was in the end more important 
than all the cock-ups. Most said 
they would do it all again. 

It was a triumph more than 
anything for safe and good 
driving; fast sometimes, yes, but 
never too fast for the conditions. 
Jimmy McRae provided the 
object lesson in just such 
driving. Driver skill, not the car, 
was the real winner of the 1993 
Orient Express Challenge. Not 
even Lamborghini Diablo, Aston 
Martin V8, Lynx D-type, Porsche 
959 or Ferrari Testarossa — 
complete with a sticker that 
read: ‘He who dies with the 
most toys wins’ — could change 
that. McRae and Chevette made 
an heroic combination. Again. 

We were judged to have come 
second, too, which was nice. 
But did we beat the train? We 
never did find out. & 
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WEEKEND 


Sun Sep 19: NAZARETH (USA), PPG 
IndyCar World Series, Indy Lights, 
Toyota Atlantic. See Pit & Paddock for 
preview. 

Sun Sep 19: HOCKENHEIM (D), 
German Touring Car Championship, 
Formula 3. Nicola Larini played it 
tactically to clinch the title at Avus, 
expect him to fly now the pressure is off. 
Sun Sep 19: LE MANS (F), French 
Supertourisme Championship, Formula 
3. Alain Cudini scored Snobeck Racing’s 
first win of the season last time out. 
Sun Sep 19: MAGIONE (1), Italian 
Formula 3 Championship. Fabrizio de 
Simone is the man on form, but the 
championship remains wide open. 

Sun Sep 19: DOVER DOWNS (USA), 
NASCAR Winston Cup. Mark Martin has 
the form, but the ‘Monster Mile’ is a fuel 
track — watch out for Harry Gant. 

Sun Sep 19: PONTIAC (USA), Camel 
IMSA GT Championship.The 
Eagle-Toyotas are unbeatable. 

Sun Sep 19: VARANO (1), Italian GT 
Championship. The penultimate round. 
Sat-Mon Sep 18-20: RALLY 
AUSTRALIA (AUS). See Special Stage for 
preview. 


Grand Prix Line 
0839 123123 


Keep up with all the latest Formula 1 news as 
it happens, plus Indycars from Nazareth. 


News Line 
0839 123124 


in association with 


NRE 


Silverstone’s touring car finale. 
Calls are charged at 36p per minute (cheap rate) 48p per minute 
alt other times 


110 AUTOSPORT 16 September 1993 


Sat/Sun Sep 18/19: SILVERSTONE, 
British Touring Car Championship, 
Formula Vauxhall Lotus, Formula Renault, 
Formula Vauxhall Junior, Formula Ford, 
Ford Fiestas, Renault Clios, Production 
Porsches. Practice: 0900 (Sat); Racing: 
1630 (Sat), 1200 (Sun); Admission: £4 
(Sat), £10 (Sun), Children: Free. Nr 
Towcester, Northants. Tel: 0327 857271. 
Sat Sep 18: OULTON PARK, Club racing, 
including Aston Martins, Thoroughbred & 
Classic Sportscars, Modified Porsches, 
Pre-war Sportscars and Historics. Practice: 
0900, Racing: 1400. Admission: £7, 
Children: Free. Nr Tarporley, Ches. Tel: 
0829 760301. 

Sat/Sun Sep 18/19: PEMBREY, Club 
racing, including Modified Saloons, 


Douglas— the nextirish star 


Wayne Douglas is the new star of 
Irish racing. The 19-year-old from 
Armagh is dominating the Irish 
Formula Opel championship in only 
his second full year of motor racing. 

Wayne, son of former Northern Ireland 
rallycross champion Richard, began racing 
karts in 1989. In two seasons he won 
five championships including the 1990 
Northern Ireland Junior Britain title and 
the Irish Kart Grand Prix. 

In 1991 the switch to cars was made 
mid-season, ‘as soon as | was old enough 
for my licence’. Driving a Reynard in the 
Star of Tomorrow Championship he 
finished second first time out before 
winning his second race at the Leinster 
Trophy meeting at Mondello. Despite 
missing several rounds he finished 


Production Cars, Clubmans Sports and 
Motorcycles. Practice: 0900 (Sat), Racing: 
1415 (Sat), 1015 (Sun). Admission: £2 
(Both days), Children: Free. Nr Llanelli, 
Wales. Tel: 0554 891042. 

Sun Sep 19: BRANDS HATCH, Club 
racing, including Classic Saloons, Historic 
Touring Cars, Pre-’83 FF2000, Westfields, 
Sportscars. Practice: 0945, Racing: 1345. 
Admission: £7, Children: Free. Nr 
Fawkham, Kent. Tel: 0474 872331. 
Tue-Fri Sep 14-17: MANX RALLY, 
European Championship, co-efficient 20, 
Mobil 1/Top Gear British Championship, 
Dunlop Tarmac Championship. 

Sun Sep 19: DOUNE, Gulf Oil British 
Hillclimb Championship. Tel: 031 668 
4969. 


DRIVER TO WATCH: WAYNE DOUGLAS 


runner-up in the championship to current 
works Swift pilot Jonny Kane. 

For 92, Wayne decided that he was 
ready for the leap up to Formula Opel 
Lotus. ‘I like to slide the car a lot, the 
Opels are much more like a kart than a 
Formula Ford. They suit my style.’ He 
was immediately on the pace, scoring a 
series of seconds and thirds throughout 
the year before registering an emphatic 
first win at the final race of the season. 

‘That win was partly as a result of 
some advice on settings | got from Cliff 
Dempsey. Formula Opels are easy cars to 
run but you need a lot of know-how to 
make them go quick.’ The partnership has 
borne fruit this year with Douglas’s 
Castrol-sponsored Cliff Dempsey Racing-run 
machine beaten only once in six outings 
at Mondello so far this season. 

Douglas is extremely laid back with a 
confidence beyond his years but he has 
clear ideas about his future in racing. ‘If | 
want to maintain my progress | have to 
leave Ireland at the end of the season. | 
intend to do the 1994 British Vauxhall 
Lotus championship if a drive with a top 
team can be arranged.’ 

To that end he has been speaking to 
the leading outfits. In an effort to whet 
their appetites, he is taking his car to the 
Donington winter series. Douglas is 
confident he will make an impression. 
‘Motor racing is the one thing |’ve shown 
ability at. I've beaten most of our guys 
who are over there in karts, so | know | 
can race, and !’ve nothing to lose by 
giving it my best shot.’ 


Thu Sep 16: 2030, Top Gear. 
Sat Sep 18: 1215, Grandstand, including 
BTCC, Donington. 


Mon Sep 20: 2340, Nigel Mansell’s 
Indycar ’93, times vary. 


Thu Sep 16: 0830, Motor World; 2100, 
Italian GP Highlights; 2215, Best Of British 
Motorsport. 

Fri Sep 17: 0015 & 1030, GP Highlights; 
1130, Best Of British Motorsport, 1330, 
American Sports Cavalcade. 

Sat Sep 18: 1130, RS2000 Rally Series. 
Sun Sep 19: 1000, Redline. 

Tue Sep 21: 1030, Redline. 

Wed Sep 22: 0930, RS2000 Rally Series; 
1700, Motor World. 


Thu Sep 16: 1100, Italian GP Highlights. 
Fri Sep 17: 1900, International 
Motorsport. 

Sat Sep 18: 0800, International 
Motorsport, 0930, German Touring Car 
Championship, Avus. 

Sun Sep 19: 1800, Nazareth Indycars - 
Live; 2000, German Touring Car 
Championship, Hockenheim. 

Mon Sep 20: 1100 & 1600, GTCC; 
1200, International Motorsport, 1700, 
indycars. 

Wed Sep 22: 1800, GICC. 


ANNIVERSARIES 


Sep 16: Karl Kling (born 1910), David 
Render (b 1924). ‘ 

Sep 17: Fabien Giroix (b 1960), Damon 
Hill (b 1960), Stirling Moss (b 1929), Lee 
Roy Yarborough (b 1938, died Dec 7, 
1984). 

Sep 18: Johnny Mantz (b 1918, d Oct 
25, 1972), Giancarlo Minardi (b 1947), 
Marc Surer (b 1951). 

Sep 19: Bernard de Dryver (b 1952), 
Juan Manuel Fangio Il (b 1956), Brian 
Henton (b 1946), Dave Loudoun (b 1952), 
Ferdinand Porsche (b 1909), James 
Rhodes (b 1969), Alain Serpaggi (b 
1938). 

Sep 20: Lionel Abbott (b 1955), Richie 
Ginther (d 1989), Horace Gould (b 1921, 
d Nov 4, 1968). 

Sep 21: Arie Luyendyk (b 1953), Ken 
McAlpine (b 1920), Dick Simon (b 1933), 
Michael Tegerdine (b 1963), Peter 
Whitehead (d 1958). 

Sep 22: Eric Broadley (b 1928), Richard 
Cleare (b 1943), Franco Forini (b 1958), 
Rickard Rydell (b 1967), Henry Segrave (b 
1896, d Jun 13, 1930). 


Eric Broadley — 65 on Wednesday 


FIT TO WIN 


Check the record books. No 
other manufacturer of racing brakes 
or clutches even comes close. 

Every Grand Prix championship 
since 1967 has been won on AP 
Racing equipment. In F1, 
INDYCARS, SPORTSCARS, 
F3000, F3, NASCAR, TOURING 
CARS, RALLYING OR 
MOTORCYCLE RACING... In all 
forms of motorsport all over the 
world our record of success is 
unrivalled. 

Our components have become 
a byword for quality and 
performance — the standard by 
which all others are judged. 

Are you getting by with the 


losers? 


oP 
RACING 


AP Racing, Wheler Road, 
Seven Stars Industrial Estate, 
Coventry CV3 4LB. Tel: (0203) 639595 
International: +44 203 639595 
Fax: (0203) 639559 


